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REPORT 

OF    THE 

COUNCIL   OF  MILITAUY  EDUCATION. 


The  Council  of  Military  Education  lias  the  honour  to  submit, 
for  the  information  of  the  Right  Honourable  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  the  following  Report  of  its  proceedings  up  to  the 
close  of  the  last  financial  year,  being  its  first  Annual  Report. 

The  Council  was  officially  appointed  on  the  1st  June  1857, 
and  was  then  composed  of  three  officers  only,  exclusive  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  who  is  ex  officio  its  President ;  namely,  a 
Major-General,  who  then  commanded  a  brigade ;  a  Colonel  of 
Engineers,  formerly  for  five  years  Inspector  of  the  Royal  Military 
Academy,  Woolwich;  and  a  Lieutenant-Colonel,  then  on  the 
Staflf.  So  long  as  the  Council  had  only  to  discuss  the  principles 
on  which  military  education  should  be  conducted,  and  lay  down 
the  general  rules  by  which  its  operations  were  to  be  guided,  it 
waslihought  that  the  number  of  its  members  might  conveniently 
be  limited  to  three,  which  number  would  require  to  be  aug- 
mented whenever  the  duties  of  the  Council  should  include  the 
examination  of  candidates  for  admission  to  the  Royal  MiHtary 
Academy,  Woolwich,  and  the  superintendence  of  their  profes- 
sional education  while  there. 

This  augmentation  was  carried  into  efiect  on  the  8th  June, 
1858,  when  two  new  members  were  added,  namely,  a  Colonel  of 
Artillery,  then  Inspector  of  the  Royal  Military  Academy,  Wool- 
wich, and  the  Rev.  Canon  Moseley,  F.R.S.,  who  had  been  charged 
with  the  superintendence  of  the  competitive  examinations  for 
admission  to  the  Royal  Military  Academy,  Woolwich,  from  their 

mencement. 
^^  Jhe  first  instructions  to  the  Council  were  conveyed  in  the 
following    Memorandum  from  the  Commander-in-Chief,    which 
defined  the  more  immediate  subjects  for  consideration : — 

"  Horse  Guards,  22d  April,  1857. 

1.  "  The  members  of  the  Council  of  Military  Education  should 
in  the  first  instance  direct  their  attention  to  the  proper  organiza- 
tion of  the  present  Senior  Department  at  Sandhurst,  the  numbers 
of  which  should  be  doubled,  and  the  name  of  which  should  be 
changed  to  that  of  Staff  College,  to  be  presided  over  by  a  Com- 
mandant w^ho  should  be  directly  responsible  to  the  Council  of 
Education,  and  with  a  proper  stafi"  of  professors,  to  be  appointed 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible." 

2.  "  They  should  at  the  same  time  revise  the  whole  system  of 
examination  for  direct  appointments  to  the  army,  which  is  at 
present  very   defective,  and  establish  a  proper  standard  whicli 


must  be  attained  by  every  candidate  before  he  can  be  admitted 
into  the  service.'^ 

S,  "  After  having  accomplished  these  two  objects,  thej^  should 
direct  their  attention  to  the  Junior  Department  at  Sandhurst, 
make  tlie  necessary  proposals  for  converting  the  school  as  at 
present  established  into  a  college,  the  age  of  admission  to  range 
between  16  and  18  ;  and  should  further  suggest  the  mode  in  which 
the  Roj'al  Military  Acadeni}"  at  Woolwich  is  to  l)e  amalgamated 
with  the  new  college  at  Sandluirst,  the  manner  in  which  youths 
are  to  be  admitted  to  Sandhurst,  and  how  they  are  to  be  passed 
out  of  it,  by  examination,  to  the  practical  classes  at  Chatham 
and  Woolwich,  the  former  for  the  Engineers,  the  latter  for  the 
Artillery." 

4.  ''  They  must  then  consider  the  question  as  to  the  _2:>ro- 
fess'wnal  examination  of  officers  for  promotion  up  to  the  rank  of 
captain,  that  of  the  establisliment  of  instructors  at  the  larger 
stations,  and  the  manner  of  conducting  the  examinations  for  the 
General  Staft"  of  the  army,  not  confinhig  their  observjitions  to 
the  subjects  named  in  this  Memorandum,  but  extending  their 
remarks  to  all  and  every  question  connected  with  the  education 
of  tlie  army  generally." 

Of  these  subjects  the  Council  of  Military  Education  was 
subsequently  requested  to  take  first  into  consideration  the  ex- 
aminations for  direct  commissions. 

These  examinations,  as  a  test  of  the  education  of  candidates 
for  military  service,  were  first  established  by  his  Grace  the  Duke 
of  Wellington  in  1819.  They  were  continued  by  Lord  Hardinge 
when  Commander-in-Chief,  and  were  in  operation  at  the  time  of 
the  appointment  of  a  Council  of  Military  Education. 

The  subjects  of  examination  were  detailed  in  a  Memorandum 
sent  to  the  parents  or  friends  of  all  candidates  for  admission,  and 
Avere  in  substance  as  follows:  — 

Aritlnnetic,  including  the  use  of  logarithms. 

Algebra. — Addition,  subtraction,  mid ti plication,   and  divisioTi 

of  both  integers  and  fraction':. 
Latin. — Livy  (Books  21  to  25),  Virgil's  ^neid  (Books  1  to  3 

inclusive).  Parsing  and  Prosody. 
Hi.story.  --Chepmell's  Abridgment  of  the  Histories  of  Greece, 
Kome,    and   England  ;    Keightley's   England    and  Outlines 
of  History,  Parts  2  and  3. 
Geography. — The   general    divisions   of  the  v>*orld,    and    the 
name  of  thci  capital  of  each  nation    in  Europe  ;  the  prin- 
cipal rivers,  sea-ports,  and  military  posts  in  Great  Britain  ; 
Her  Majesty's  dominions  in  every  part  of  the  worlds 
Eortification. —  Candidate  to   construct  and  draw   a  front  of 
Vtuibaii's   First  System,  which,  if  done  correctly,   was  also 
considered  a  I'roof  of  his  having  acquired  a  sufiicicnt  know- 
ledge of  drawing. 
French    or   German. — In   lieu   of  Latin,    tlie    candidate  was 
allowed   to   translate,    from    the    language    selected,    into 
Engli.sh,  and  vice  versa  from  English   into  that  lanijuage. 


,  together  with  ]iarsing.  .  The  books  to  be  used  in  Frenclj 
were  Vertot's  Revolutious  of  Sweden  and  Portugal  ;  in 
Gennan.  Schiller's  Revolt  of  the  Netlierlands  ;  in  Englisli, 
Lord  Dover's  Lives  of  Sovereigns. 

In  this  scheme  of .  examination  it  will  be  observed  that 
the  subjects  required  to  be  taken  up  by  the  candidates 
were  numerous,  and  as  a  failure  in  any  one  was  deemed  a 
disqualification,  the  inevitable  result  was  that  the  required 
qualification  in  each  branch  of  study  was  from  time  to  time 
lowered;  and  the  examination  as  a  whole,  when  thus  relaxed, 
could  no  longer  be  considered  as  a  fair  measure  of  the  education 
given  at  any  of  our  great  public  schools ;  whilst  the  intro- 
duction of  Fortification  as  a  subject  of  examination,  limited  as 
it  was  to  the  mere  drawing  of  a  front  of  Vauban's  First 
System,  was  calculated  to  deceive  by  a  fictitious  appearance  of 
professional  knowledge,  whereas  it  was  no  more  than  an  im- 
perfect test  of  the  skill  of  the  candidate  in  line  drawing. 

In  entering  on  the  consideration  of  a  new  scheme,  the  Council, 
being  fully  convinced  of  the  soundness  of  the  principle  which 
would  base  the  examinations  both  of  aspirants  for  dii-ect  commis- 
sions, and  of  candidates  for  admission  to  tlie  Military  Colleges,  on 
the  general  education  of  the  country,  at  once  resolved  to  drop 
Fortification  as  a  subject  of  examination,  it  being  evident  that 
any  attempt  to  foi-ce  a  subject  so  jourely  professional  upon, 
ordinary  school  instruction  could  only  lead  to  the  result  already 
noticed,  and  in  very  few,  if  any,  cases  be  likely  to  promote  a 
scientific,  and  still  less  a  practical,  knowledge  of  the  subject. 

All  other  sulyects,  including  mathematical  subjects,  which  may 
be  reasonably  required  from  a  candidate  for  the  military  pro- 
fession, are  either  already  included  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
school  instruction,  or  at  least  it  is  generally  considered  that  they 
ought  to  be.  Bat  as  even  the  lower  mathematics  have  been 
much  neglected  in  many  schools,  whilst  they  are  highly  valuable 
to  a  military  man,  both  as  regards  the  performance  of  liis  ordi- 
nary regimental  duties,  and  as  aiding  his  subsequent  acquisition 
of  professional  knowledge,  the  Council  took  the  precaution  of 
addressing,  with  the  sanction  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Gene- 
ral Commanding  in  Chief,  and  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  a 
circular  inquiry  to  the  head  masters  of  some  of  the  principal 
Bchool-;,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  Avhat  amount  of  mathe- 
matics could  be  introduced  into  the  instruction  of  such  schools 
without  interfering  with  their  ordinary  c<mrse  of  education,  and 
also  the  ordinary  extent  of  classical  or  otlier  knowledge  acquired 
by  lads  of  17.  This  letter,  and  the  replies,  may  be  seen  in  the 
Appendix  (L  page  20). 

With  the  aid  of  the  information  thus  obtained  as  a  basis,  the 
Council  framed  the  scheme  of  examination  detailed  in  its  first 
memorandum,  which,  having  been  examined  by  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief and  Secretary  of  State,  was  submitted  to 
and  received  the  sanction  of  Her  Majesty.  (See  Appendix, 
page  41.) 


With  the  view,  however,  of  rendering  the  old  scheme  of 
examination  as  efficient,  and  of  obtaining  from  it  as  much  good 
as  possible,  the  new  scheme  not  coming  into  operation  before 
January  1858,  the  Council  visited  Sandhurst,  and,  by  personal 
attendance  at  an  examination,  satisfied  itself  that  much  might  be 
gained  by  the  mere  removaj  of  the  examinations  from  the 
crowded  Board-room  of  the  Royal  Military  College  to  London, 
and  by  the  adoption  of  printed  examination  papers.  A  recom- 
mendation to  this  effect  was  therefore  made  by  the  Council, 
and  being  approved,  the  examinations  of  October,  November, 
and  December  (1857)  were  held  at  Burlington  House,  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  Council  of  Military  Education,  and  may 
be  considered  as  initiatory  to  the  future  examinations  on  an. 
improved  system.     The  following  were  tlje  results  : — 

f  October 
1857  <  November 
(_  December 

The  comparatively  large  number  of  failures  was  sufficient  to 
show  that  a  qualification  in  a  great  number  of  subjects,  unless 
rated  so  low  in  each  as  to  be  nearly  worthless,  cannot  be 
generally  obtained,  and  it  has  demonstrated  the  more  practicable 
character  of  the  modified  scheme  proposed  by  the  Council  (see 
Appendix,  page  41),  which  came  into  operation  at  Burlington  House 
on  the  1st,  2nd,  and  3rd  of  February  1 858.  To  meet  the  exigencies 
of  the  service  consequent  on  the  Indian  mutiny,  examinations 
were  required  to  be  held  in  the  months  of  April,  June,  July, 
September,  and  December,  instead  of  once  only  in  each  quarter, 
as  had  originally  been,  for  very  sufficient  reasons,  proposed  and 
sanctioned.  In  order,  also,  to  allow  sufficient  time  to  the  can- 
didates to  do  their  work  without  hurry,  and  in  consequence 
of  the  increased  number  of  voluntar}^  subjects,  it  was  found 
expedient  to  extend  the  examination  from  three  to  five  days, 
which  have  hitherto  proved  sufficient. 

The  results  of  the  first  three  examinations  were  as  follow  .— 


Passed. 

Failed, 

-      13 

15 

-     24 

28 

-     58 

49 

Passed. 

Failed. 

r  February 

-      50 

25 

1858< 

April 

-      73 

50 

|_Junc 

-     50 

27 

173  102 


lesults  which,  compared  with  the  preceding,  are  sufficient  to  show 
that  the  requirements  of  the  examinations  were  not  actually 
so  severe  as  those  of  the  old  Sandhurst  system,  when  thoroughly 
carried  out.  This  was  partly  due  to  an  alteration  made  in  the 
original  proposed  system  (see  Memorandum  of  24th  November 
1857,  Appendix,  p.  44),  by  which  it  was  determined  that  instead 
of  four  books  of  Euclid,  only  three  should  be  required,  and  that 
500  marks  should  be  the   qualifying  minimum   in  mathematics 


instead  of  900.  These  alterations  were  introduced  for  the 
reasons  stated  in  the  above-cited  Memorandum,  and  are  proved 
by  the  results  to  have  been  effectual.  The  Indian  mutiny  had, 
however,  occasioned  a  great  and  sudden  demand  for  officers,  and 
it  now  became  necessary  to  endeavour  still  further  to  diminish 
the  number  of  failures,  though  the  Council  felt  by  no  means 
satisfied  that  a  reduction  of  the  requirements  would  permanently 
have  this  effect,  as  it  too  generally  happens  that  the  less  required 
the  less  exertion  is  made  to  secm-e  it.  It  was  therefore  recom- 
mended in  the  Memorandum  of  July  2nd  1858,  (Appendix, 
p.  47,)  that  the  only  obligatory  subjects  should  be  elementary 
mathematics  and  English,  that  the  minimum  of  mathematics 
should  be  reduced  to  400,  and  that  the  required  general  total 
of  2,400  marks  should  be  reduced  to  1,800;  but  the  Council 
at  the  same  time  considered  it  necessary  to  require  a  minimum 
of  200  marks  in  arithmetic,  as  well  as  the  minimum  of  400  in  the 
whole  obligatory  section  of  mathematics,  a  thorough  know- 
ledge of  arithmetic  being  an  indispensable  qualification  for  a  regi- 
mental officer. 

The  subsequent  examinations  were  conducted  in  conformity 
with  this  recommendation  ;  and  the  advantage  to  be  gained  by 
the  change  was  extended  to  those  who,  although  they  failed  in 
preceding  examinations,  would  have  passed  had  the  provisions 
of  this  Memorandum  been  then  in  force;  the  number  thus 
specially  admitted  were  36. 

The  following  were  the  results  of  the  three  succeeding  ex- 
aminations : — 


Passed. 

Failed 

rjuly 

98 

30 

1858  <j  September 

-     121 

21 

^  December 

-    78 

26 

297  77 


In  the  first  three  examinations  the  number  passed  was  to  the 
number  who  failed  as  173  to  102,  or  1  '7  to  1,  and  in  the  three  last 
as  297  to  77,  or  as  3-9  nearly  to  1  ;  the  comparison  for  the  whole 
year  being,  passed,  470,  failed,  179,  the  proportion  being  2-6 
to  1. 

It  must  not,  however,  be  supposed  that  all  those  who  thus 
appear  to  have  failed  were  finally  unsuccessful,  since,  availing 
themselves  of  the  privilege  of  coming  up  for  a  second  trial  (a 
privilege  which  has  been  still  further  extended  to  any  number 
of  trials  whilst  within  the  limits  of  age),  43  came  up  within 
the  year  1 858  for  a  second  trial  upon  the  new  system,  of  whom 
34  pa.ssed  and  9  failed;  the  total  number  of  persons  rejected 
must  be,  therefore,  reduced  by  that  number,  viz.,  179  —  34  =  145, 
and  this  reduced  numlier  must  be  still  further  dimini.shed  by  the 
36  admitted  under  the  provisions  of  the  Memorandum  befoie 
noticed  as  having  a  restrospective  effect,  so  that  the  numbers 
should  stand  thu.s, — 
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Passed,  470  +  36  =  506  ;  failed,  145-36  =  109;  and  this  again 
Ly  the  number  (9)  who  failed  on  tlie  second  trial,  having  been 
already  noted  as  feilures,  leaving  100  persons  rejected. 

The  temporary  advantage  gained  by  the  reduction  in  the 
amount  of  some  of  the  requirements  of  tlie  examinations  seemed 
then  to  have  nearly  exhausted  itself,  a  result  which  the  Council 
had  previously  anticipated,  and  the  number  of  failures  in  the 
next  examination,  in  February  1859,  was  found  to  equal  that 
of  the  earlier  examinations.  It  is,  however,  to  be  hoped  that  the 
proof  thus  afforded  that  success  is  not  a  matter  of  certainty  even 
on  the  lowered  standard  of  examination,  will  correct  the  evil,  bj 
leading  candidates  to  take  more  trouble  in  preparing  themselves. 

Feljruary  1859.— 64  passed,  and  88  failed.  Of  those  who 
passed  11  had  come  up  on  a  second  trial,  and  they  mu.st, 
therefore,  be  deducted  from  the  failures  of  the  preceding  year ; 
hence  the  actual  number  of  failures  of  the  year  1858  was  now 
reduced  to  89. 

Failure  in  mathematics  or  in  English  (the  obligatory  subjects) 
has  been  accompanied  in  a  considerable  number  of  cases  by  a 
failure  in  other  subjects  not  obligatory,  and  b}^  a  consequent 
failure  in  the  general  total,  as  is  shown  by  Table  A.  (Appendix, 
page  38),  and  hence  rejection  was  due  not  merely  to  insufficient 
instruction  in  mathematics,  but  also  to  the  want  of  a  liberal 
education,  properly  so  called. 

It  will  be  also  observed  by  comparing  Table  A.  wdth  Table  B. 
that  from  j  to  ^  (or  even  a  somewhat  higher  proportion)  of  those 
who  failed  in  obtaining  general  total  of  marks  were  not  dis- 
qualified either  in  mathematics  or  English,  though  they  had 
obtained  too  small  a  number  of  marks  in  those  subjects  to  coun- 
terbalance their  failure  in  the  other  subjects,  thus  exhibiting  a 
low  degree  of  acquirement  in  general  education.  Tables  A.  and 
B.  also  point  out  the  subjects,  failure  in  which  led  to  the  failure 
in  the  general  total. 

Table  C.  shows,  by  giving  the  number  both  of  successful  and 
unsuccessful  candidates  in  every  subject,  that  tlie  obligatory 
section  of  mathematics  was  by  no  means  a  severer  test  of  edu- 
cation as  applied  to  the  candidates  for  direct  commissions,  than 
the  subjects  on  which  most  attention  is  usually  bestowed  at 
the  great  public  schools.  In  fact  it  appears  from  that  table 
that  the  number  of  those  who  succeeded  in  obtaining  the 
minimum  in  classics  as  compared  to  the  number  of  those  who 
failed  (taking  into  account  all  the  examinations  of  the  year) 
was  in  the  proportion  of  nearly  1  •  6  to  1  in  Latin  and  "9  to  1  in 
Greek,  whereas  the  number  of  successful  candidates  in  mathe- 
matics was  to  that  of  the  unsuccessful  as  high  as  5-25  to  1. 

From  this  comparison  it  may  be  fairly  deduced  that  were 
Latin  and  Greek  made  the  obligatory  subjects  in  lieu  of  mathe- 
matics, the  proportion  of  failures  would  be  much  greater  than 

*  Nolo. — This  number  vas  further  rcfluced  in  the  April  examination,  when  1.3 
more  of  those  who  had  failed  in  the  previou.s  year  came  up  and  passed,  so  that  the 
total  becomes  80 — 1 .3  =  76.  That  examination  also  justifies  the  hope  above  expressed, 
as  out  of  140  examined  119  passed,  and  only  21  failed. 
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at  present,  whilst  the  practical  advantages  to  be  expected  fi-om 
a  reasonable  knowledge  of  mathematics,  more  especially  of  arith- 
metic, would  be  lost. 

From  the  results  of  these  examinations  as  exhibited  in  the 
tabular  view,  it  cannot,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Council,  be  fairly- 
said  that  anything  too  severe,  anything  either  unnecessary  or 
beyond  the  reach  of  gentlemen  of  very  moderate  talents,  has  been 
required  ;  and  as  candidates  are  now  allowed  to  come  up  for  any 
number  of  examinations  whilst  Avithin  the  limits  of  age,  it 
may  be  further  stated  that  no  candidates  need  be  rejected  who 
are  possessed  of  reasonable  ability  and  are  disposed  to  devote 
to  their  preparation  a  moderate  amount  of  application  ;  whilst 
the  Council  would  not  be  iustified  in  recommending-  for  Her 
Majesty's  service  candidates  unfitted,  by  want  of  intelligence  or 
industry,  for  any  other  profession. 

The  preseut  regulations  for  the  examination  for  direct  com- 
missions may  be  seen  in  the  Appendix,  page  47. 

Having  thus  provided  a  sufficient  test  of  the  qualification,  in 
an  educational  point  of  view,  of  candidates  for  the  military  pro- 
fession, the  next  object  of  the  Council  was  to  suggest  some  system 
for  supplying  the  deficiencies  of  ordinary  education  by  a  supple- 
mentary course  of  instruction  in  professional  subjects.  The  first 
scheme  suggested  is  explained  in  Part  II.  of  the  Council's  Reports 
dated  July  8th,  18.57.     (See  Appendix,  page  49.) 

In  consideration  of  the  difficulties  which  A\'ould  attend  the 
establishment  of  instructors  either  at  the  head  quarters  of  dis- 
tricts and  commands  or  in  connection  with  regiments,  and  still 
more  of  attempting  to  carry  on  any  systematic  professional 
instruction  with  an  independent  body  of  instructors  scattered 
over  so  wide  a  space  as  that  occupied  b\^  tlie  British  army,  the 
Council  proposed  to  combine  instruction  in  the  principles  and 
details  of  the  most  essential  professional  subjects  with  the  ordi- 
nary training  in  regimental  tactics  and  duties,  to  which  eveiy 
officer  on  fiist  joining  is  necessarily  subjected.  The  several 
branches  of  instruction  under  each  of  these  heads  are  detailed  in 
the  Report  (Appendix,  page  50).  It  is  manifest  tliat  such  a 
combined  system  would  have  gained  the  desired  object  with  the 
least  expenditure  of  time,  but  to  render  it  efficient  the  Council 
considered  it  necessary  to  recommend  that  officers  sliould  in  the 
first  instance  be  appointed  provisional  ensigns  only,  and  that 
their  rank  should  be  confirmed  when  they  had  been  reported 
perfect  in  their  regimental  and  general  professional  instruc- 
tion. Such  an  an-angement  would  have  made  it  the  inte- 
rest of  every  provisional  ensign  to  exert  himself  in  order  to 
pass  through  the  course  of  instruction  and  training  as  quickly 
as  possible. 

Unfortunately,  however,  tiie  great  demand  for  officers  conse- 
quent upon  the  Indian  mutiny  rendered  it  impossible,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  authorities,  to  carry  into  effect  this  measure  at 
that  time,  as  in  many  instances  young  officers  were  sent  out  to 
their  regiments  in  India  oidy  a  few  weeks  after  they  had  first 
joined  their  depots  ;  and  the  only  mode  of  meeting  this  dilliculty, 
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viz ,  by  an  addition  of  two  or  even  three  ensigns  to  each  bat- 
talion, was  considered  too  expensive  to  be  entertained. 

Now,  however,  that  it  may  be  presumed  the  extraordinary  de- 
mand for  officers  in  India  has  ceased,  and  that  officers  will  probably 
be  at  least  one  year  at  their  depots  before  they  are  sent  out  to  join 
the  headquarters  of  their  regiments,  the  preceding  or  some  equally 
efficacious  measure  for  ensuring  to  every  officer  a  sound  course 
of  elementaiy  professional  instruction,  in  addition  to  a  careful 
regimental  training,  again  demands  very  serious  consideration. 

The  value  of  such  instruction  can  hardly  be  over-estimated,  as 
there  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  whilst  advancing  the  professional 
acquirements  of  the  gi^eat  body  of  officers,  it  would  be  the  means 
of  inducing  many  to  carry  on  their  study  of  military  science 
during  their  subsequent  service  who  are  now  deterred  from 
making  the  attempt  to  do  so  by  a  want  of  acquaintance  with 
its  elementary  principles.  Indeed,  until  some  such  system  shall 
have  been  adopted,  it  cannot  be  said  that  any  provision  has  been 
made  for  the  professional  education  of  those  officers  who  have  not 
passed  through  the  Military  College,  or,  in  fact,  of  the  great 
majority  of  the  officers  of  the  army. 

The  Council  cannot  therefore  but  deeply  regret  that,  owing 
to  adverse  circumstances,  nothing  of  this  kind  has  yet  been  done, 
but  it  is  not  without  hope  that  the  repeated  effiDrts  it  has  made 
to  attain  so  desirable  an  object  w^U  yet  be  crowned  with  success, 
whether  by  the  adoption  of  the  project  detailed  in  the  paper 
above  refeiTed  to,  or  of  some  one  of  the  projects  detailed  in  the 
Appendix  ;  finally  (as  has  been  subsequently,  proposed  by  the 
Council),  by  enlarging  and  adapting  the  Royal  Military  College 
at  Sandhurst  for  the  reception  and  professional  instruction  of  all 
candidates  for  the  army  who  shall  have  passed  their  examination 
for  commissions,  and  during  the  period  they  would  otherwise 
have  to  wait  for  their  appointment  without  any  useful  occupation 
of  their  time. 

Reference  has  been  alread}^  made  in  a  general  manner  to  the 
several  schemes  of  instruction  proposed  by  the  Council  and 
detailed  in  the  Memoranda  contained  in  the  Appendix ;  but  the 
following  brief  resume  will  be  useful  as  being  calculated  to 
explain  the  objects  of  the  Council  in  its  successive  proposals. 

Supposing  the  plan  suggested  by  the  Council  had  been  adopted, 
the  junior  officers  of  the  army  would  have  formed  two  groups, 
— the  first,  those  holding  provisional  rank  only,  but  ready  at  the 
termination  of  their  preparatory  training  and  professsional  in- 
struction to  commence  their  duties  as  officers  of  the  army  ;  and 
the  second,  those  who  had  already  been  some  time  in  the  service, 
and  yet  required  to  be  instructed  in  several  of  the  most  simple 
branches  of  military  science. 

To  meet  the  first  object,  namely,  the  instruction  of  the  first 
group,  or  the  provisional  officers,  the  Council  proposed  the  institu- 
tion of  officers'  schools  at  the  principal  depot  stations,  to  which  the 
young  officers  appointed  provisionally  were  to  be  attached  ;  the 
machinery  for  this  jnn-pose  is  detailed  in  the  report  of  the  Council 
(Appendix,  page  50).     To  meet  the  second  object,  or  the  instruc- 
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tion  of  officers  who  had  been  some  time  in  the  service,  the  Council 
proposed  the  appointment  of  subsidiary  instructors  in  camps  or 
garrisons  for  that  especial  purpose,  the  scheme  itself  being  fully 
detailed  in  the  same  Report  (page  53). 

Wherever,  in  fact,  a  class  of  ten  officers  could  have  been  formed, 
an  instructor  would  have  been  appointed,  and  the  necessary 
accommodation  fur  teaching  provided  ;  the  instruction  compre- 
hending surveying,  military  sketching,  and  reconnoitring 
during  the  summer  nionths,  the  winter  months  being  devoted  to 
the  necessary  preliminary  instruction  in  practical  geometry,  plan 
drawing,  k:c. 

It  was  further  recommended  tliat  all  officers  of  or  below  the 
rank  of  Captain  should  be  required  to  make  a  certain  number  of 
military  sketches,  accompanied  by  reports,  of  any  localities  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  their  camp  or  quarters  that  might  be  selected 
by  the  General  or  other  Commanding  Officer,  that  these  sketches 
and  reports  should  be  examined  by  boards  of  officers  appointed 
by  the  Geaeral  commanding,  and  that  those  of  particular  merit 
should  be  transmitted  to  the  Commander-in-Chief 

The  principle  of  the  latter  recommendation  has  been  partly 
carried  out  in  a  recent  Memorandum  issued  by  His  Royal  High- 
ness the  General  Commanding-in-Chief,  in  which  it  is  suggested 
to  commanding  officers  of  regiments,  that  tliey  should  require 
from  their  officers  notes,  and,  if  possible,  sketches  of  the  roads 
and  country  they  pass  over  when  performing  the  "  marching  out" 
duty  during  the  winter  months. 

But  the  Council  regrets  to  say  that  the  previous  portion  of  its 
recommendation,  which  proposed  that  officers  should  be  appointed 
to  act  as  instructors  wherever  a  class  of  ten  could  be  formed, 
has  not  been  carried  into  effect ;  and  this  is  more  especially  a 
matter  of  regret  as  it  appears  only  just  and  prudent  that  every 
possible  aid  should  be  affijrded  to  officers  (wlio  have  had  no 
previous  opportunities  of  obtaining  instniction)  to  prepare  them- 
selves, should  tlie}''  desire  it,  for  future  admission  to  the  Staft' 
College  ;  and  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  assistance  of  such 
instructors  would  have  an  important  effect  in  sending  officers  to 
the  Staff  College  better  prepared,  and  consequently  more  able 
to  profit  by  the  instruction  there  afforded. 

The  remaining  subject  noticed  in  the  Report  of  the  Council 
(Appendix,  page  52)  was  that  of  the  examinations  of  officers 
for  promotion  to  the  rank  of  captain.  The  subjects  of  exami- 
nation were  not  materially  altered,  being  entirely  of  a  profes- 
sional character,  and  those  only  being  required  whicli  might 
fairly  be  considered  e.s.sential  to  the  officer's  proper  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  that  rank. 

The  Council  must,  however,  refer  to  one  other  recommenda- 
tion then  made,  which  ought  to  be  kej)t  in  view  as  a  most 
desirable  future  arrangement,  although  it  has  not  yet  been  found 
possible  to  adopt  it.  This  proposal  was  that,  in  conformity  with 
tlie  recommendations  of  the  late  Lord  Hai-dinge,  "the  duties 
"  of  the  Commissariat  in  relation  to  the  troops,  the  arrangement 
"  for  field  hospitals,  the  ambulance,  the  land  transport,  the  con- 
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"  veyance  of  reserve  ammunition,  witli  similar  subjects  of  an 
"  entirely  professional  and  practical  character,  should  (as  soon 
"  as  the  necessary  text  books  could  be  prepared)  form  part  of 
"  the  officer's  examination  for  his  troop  or  company." 

While,  however,  it  was  proposed  to  make  the  subjects  nearly 
the  same  as  in  the  former  scheme  of  examinations  for  promotion, 
an  important  change  was  recommended  in  the  constitution  of 
the  Examining  Boards,  which  at  that  time  consisted  of  the  three 
senior  officers  of  the  regiment  to  which  the  candidate  belonged. 
In  lieu  of  this  arrangement  the  Council  recommended  that  the 
Board  should  consist,  where  practicable,  of  a  general  officer  as 
president,  with  two  staff  or  regimental  field  officers  as  members. 
The  form  of  Board  as  finally  decided  upon  in  the  Horse  Guards 
Order  of  the  29tli  November,  1858,  is  to  consist  (if  j)Ossible)  of 
three  field  officers ;  '"'  but  on  no  occasion,  when  it  can  possibly  be 
"  avoided,  is  any  officer  of  the  same  regiment  as  the  candidate 
"  to  be  placed  on  the  Board  \'  an  arrangement  which  is.  in 
perfect  harmony  with  the  spirit  of  the  Council's  recommenda- 
tion. 

These  examinations,  if  carried  out  by  the  Examining  Boards 
with  the  strictness  that  the  importance  of  the  duty  demands 
(for  which  the  requirement  that  the  examination  papers  shall  be 
transmitted  to  the  Horse  Guards  with  the  report  of  the  Board, 
appear  to  be  a  sufficient  guarantee),  can  hardly  fail  to  exercise  a 
salutary  influence  on  the  professional  education  of  the  officers  of 
the  army ;  and  this  may  fairly  be  expected  to  be  considerably 
increased  by  the  further  requirement  that  the  Cornet  or  Ensign 
shall  be  examined  for  promotion  before  he  has  completed  eight 
months'  service, — a  rule  which  must  tend  to  enforce  on  the  young 
officer,  from  his  first  appointment,  a  proper  degree  of  attention 
and  study. 

The  opinion  so  strongly  stated  in  the  order  that  "  it  is  the 
"  imperative  duty  of  all  commanding  officers  to  pay  close  atten- 
"  tion  to  the  instruction  of  young  officers,  and  that  His  Royal 
"  Highness  will  hold  them  as  responsible  for  the  performance 
'•'  of  this  duty  as  for  the  due  instruction  and  training  of  the 
"  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  under  their  command," 
must  also  have  a  powerful  influence  in  securing  the  officer's 
attention  to  so  important  a  part  of  his  duty.  This  order,  by 
which  all  examinations  for  promotion  are  now  regulated,  may 
be  seen  in  the  Appendix  (page  69). 

Staff  C(>llec4e. 

The  Council,  in  the  first  two  parts  of  the  official  Report,  and 
in  the  subsequent  supplementary  Memoranda  of  November 
18th  and  November  25tli  1857,  endeavoured  to  lay  the  founda- 
tion of  a  system  which  should  at  once  provide  for  the  general  as 
well  as  for  the  professional  education  of  the  officers  of  the  army ; 
at  the  same  time  it  did  not  overlook  the  other  great  question  of 
the  preparation  of  officers  for  the  staff.  This  question  was,  in 
faxit,    under    consideration   simultaneously    with    the   preceding, 
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which,  indeed,  in  addition  to  their  own  special  advantages,  ought 
to  be  viewed  as  the  first  steps  towards  it ;  since  it  is  evident 
that  the  selection  of  well-educated  officers  for  the  staff  will  be 
more  effective  in  proportion  as  the  officers  of  the  army  (at  large) 
are  more  highly  trained  and  more  perfectly  instructed  in  profes- 
sional subjects. 

Part  lit.  of  the  Report  (see  Appendix,  page  51)  contains  the 
result  of  the  CouDcil's  delibenxtion  on  this  most  important  subject, 
namely,  the  organization  of  a  Staff  College.  At  the  time  when  the 
Council  entered  on  the  consideration  of  the  best  mode  of  training- 
officers  for  staff  emplojnnents,  the  Royal  Military  College,  Sand- 
hurst, consisted  of  two  departments ;  a  junior,  composed  of 
cadets;  and  a  senior,  of  officers  who  had  been  several  years  in 
the  service.  It  was  probably  anticipated,  when  the  senior 
department  was  first  formed,  that  cadets  who  had  distinguished 
themselves  in  their  studies  at  the  junior  college  would,  after 
some  years  of  active  service,  join  the  senior  department,  in 
order  to  continue  their  studies  there,  and  tliat  the  result  would 
be  the  gradual  elevation  of  the  cliaracter  of  British  staff  officers 
as  scientific  soldiers. 

At  the  first  establishment  of  the  senior  department  it  was  not 
located  with  tlie  junior  department,  but  w\as  in  every  i-espect 
distinct  as  regards  po.sition,  government,  and  instruction,  and  it 
is  I'elieved  that  the  early  records  of  the  senior  department  are 
.sufficient  to  prove  that  in  many  instances  the  result  anticipated 
was  actually  obtained,  and  that  some  of  the  most  distinguished 
staff  officers  of  tlie  Peninsular  w^ar  had  been  students  of  that 
department.  Since  then  the  two  departments  have  been  brought 
into  intimate  connection  under  one  roof,  and  gradually  under 
the  same   military  authorit3^ 

Latterly  the  means  of  instruction  having  been  much  dimi- 
nished, whilst  an  opinion  had  grown  up  that  the  senior  depart- 
ment was  not  a  certain  channel  of  introduction  to  the  staff, 
the  number  of  students  decreased,  and  tlie  expectation  of  good 
results  from  the  establishment  was  greatly  diminished. 

The  adoption  of  the  name  "  Staff  College  "  in  lieu  of  that  of 
Senior  Department,  prescribed  by  the  original  Memorandum  of 
His  Royal  Highness  the  General  Commanding  in  Chief,  and 
embodied  in  the  recommemlation  of  the  Council,  was,  therefore, 
in  itself  a  most  important  step,  as  it  recognized  the  real  object 
of  the  institution,  and,  when  coupled  with  the  provisions  of  the 
second  paragraph  of  clause  22  of  the  Council's  Report,  Part  TIL 
(see  Appendix,  p.  G2),  left  no  room  for  doubt  on  the  mind  of  any 
oflicer  who  should  obtain  admission  to  the  Staff"  College  that  l)y 
perfecting  himself  in  tlie  course  of  studies  and  professional  train- 
ing pursued  in  that  establishment,  and  passing  with  credit 
through  his  term  of  residence,  he  would  secure  for  himself  a  staff 
appointment ;  no  other  channel  for  admission  to  the  staff  being 
left  open  after  the  1st  January  1800,  excepting  in  the  case  of 
officers  either  of  the  rank  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  at  that  particular 
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date  or  who  had  proved  in  the  field  their  fitness  for  staff  appoint- 
ments. 

These  exceptions  were  manifestly  necessary  in  order  that  the 
new  rnle  should  not  act  injuriously  on  officers  who  had  pre- 
viously risen  to  high  rank,  or  who  had  distinguished  themselves 
on  active  service  ;  but,  as  the  first  of  them  is  limited  to  those 
officers  who  shall  have  actually  attained  the  rank  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  on  the  1st  January  1860,  it  is  evident  that  by  the  time 
the  college  may  be  expected  to  supply  a  sufficient  number  of  staff 
officers,  the  number  then  annually  appointed  to  the  staff  under 
this  provision  will  be  very  small.  The  exception  in  favour  of 
ability  for  staff  appointment,  proved  in  the  field,  must  be  per- 
manent, but  cannot  be  said  to  interfere  with  the  prospects  or 
expectations  of  the  students  of  the  Staff  College. 

The  3rd  clause  of  the  Memorandum  opens  the  Staff  College  to 
officers  of  all  arms  of  the  service,  under  certain  necessary 
conditions,  the  admission  being  by  competitive  examination  ;  so 
that  it  may  fairly  be  said  that  staff  appointments,  which,  as  a 
mark  of  distinction,  have  always  been  coveted  by  officers  of  the 
army,  just  as  much  as  the  higher  offices  of  the  law  and  other  civil 
professions  are  by  the  members  of  those  professions,  are  placed 
within  the  reach  of  all  officers  possessed  at  once  of  ability 
and  of  zeal  sufficient  to  induce  them  to  make  the  exertions 
necessary  to  secm-e  the  prize  they  wish  to  obtain. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  course  of  study  has  been  arranged 
with  the  view  solely  to  the  beneficial  results  which  the  application 
of  certain  sciences  to  military  objects  is  calculated  to  secure, 
whilst,  at  the  same  time,  ample  scope  has  been  afforded  for  the 
development  of  a  higher  and  more  special  order  of  talent,  and  a 
mode  of  applying  it  usefully  to  the  public  service  suggested  in 
clause  23,  namely,  by  the  employment,  either  in  the  Topo- 
o-raphical  Department  or  in  the  national  survey,  of  officers  who 
have  exhibited  superior  talents.  The  Council  is  indeed  gratified 
to  be  able  to  state'that  one  officer,  Captain  Petrie,  who  originally 
belono-ed  to  the  senior  department,  and  was  allowed  with  others, 
on  the  alteration  of  the  system,  to  finish  his  studies  by  continuing 
one  year  at  the  Staff  College,  has  already  been  appointed  to  the 
Topographical  Department. 

The  results  of  the  two  adu)ission  examinations  which  have 
been  already  held  for  the  Staff  College  axe  given  in  the  Appendix, 
page  86 — 8  ;  and  though  the  competition  was  not  in  either  case 
gi-eat,  the  Council  cannot  doubt  that  when  the  officers  of  the 
army  have  become  more  fully  acquainted  with  the  system,  and 
more  convinced  that  success  at  the  College  is  certain  to  lead  to 
staff  appointment,  competition  for  admission  will  be  much  more 
general.  The  result  of  the  first  final  esiamination  is  also  given 
in  the  Appendix,  page  89,  90  ;  and,  of  the  officers  there  named,  it 
may  be  stated,  that  Captain  BranfiU  has  been  lately  appointed 
Deputy- Assistant  Quartermaster  General  in  Dublin, 

In  regard  to  the  course  of  studies  and  the  general  manage- 
ment of  the  College,  the  Council  does  not  see  any  reason,  from 
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the  experience  of  one  year,  to  propose  any  change  or  modifica- 
tion of  importance,  reserving  any  such  considerations  until  after 
the  completion  of  the  biennial  term  of  residence,  when  the  final 
examination  will  supply  more  adequate  data  for  forming  a 
correct  judgment. 

The  recommendations  embodied  in  the  Keport  of  the  Council, 
which  has  been  thus  passed  in  review,  having  received  the 
approval  of  Her  Majesty,  a  system  which  appears  quite  sufficient 
to  secure  hereafter  for  the  army  a  body  of  staff"  officers  of  liigh 
excellence,  is  now  the  rule  of  the  service  ;  but  as  some  time  must 
elapse  before  the  results  of  that  system  can  be  expected  to 
ensure  a  sufficient  supply  of  staff"  officers,  the  previous  order  of 
His  Royal  Highness  the  General  Commanding  in  Chief  relative 
to  officers'  qualifications  for  staff"  appointments  has  necessarily 
continued  in  force,  and  must  still  continue  so  for  some  time  to 
come.  The  examinations  founded  upon  that  order  bave  been 
conducted  by  the  Council  of  MiKtary  Education  in  conformity 
with  the  recommendation  of  clause  22  of  the  Memorandum. 

Under  this  arrangement  the  Council  has  examined  26  officers, 
namely, — 

For  the  appointment  of  Deputy- Assistant  Adjutant- 
General  -  -  -  -  -       3 
For  that  of  Brigade-Major              -             -  -     10 
For  that  of  Aide-de-Camp         -              -                -     13 

These  examinations  strongly  confirmed  the  Council  in  the  belief 
that  not  only  was  such  an  institution  as  the  Staff"  College  one 
of  paramount  necessity  ;  but  that  it  was  also  desirable  to  facilitate 
the  acquisition,  by  those  officers  who  are  for  the  present  allowed  to 
come  forward  for  examination  by  the  Council  as  candidates  for 
staff"  appointments,  of  a  more  perfect  knowledge  of  military  and 
regimental  subjects. 

One  cause  of  the  imperfect  preparation  of  officers  for  the  very 
moderate  examinations  to  which  they  were  subjected  was,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Council,  the  want  of  some  sufficient  explanation 
of  the  subjects  of  examination  ;  and  in  consequence  the  Council 
drew  the  attention  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Genei'al  Com- 
manding in  Chief  to  the  subject,  when  His  Royal  Highness 
at  once  issued  the  more  definite  General  Order  given  in  the 
Appendix,  page  40. 

Neither  the  order  promulgating  an  improved  system  of 
examination  for  promotion,  nor  that  which  has  more  fully 
defined  the  nature  of  the  examinations  for  staff"  appointments^ 
has  been  sufficiently  long  in  operation  to  have  produced  any 
material  eff"ect  ;  and  the  Council  is  not,  therefore,  surprised  that 
the  officers  who  have  been  subsequently  examined  for  staff* 
appointments  have  not  exhibited  any  marked  advance  in 
acquirements  above  those  examined  before  the  issue  of  those 
orders. 

The  result,  hoivever,  may  be  considered  confirmatory  of  the 
opinion  before   expressed,  that  a  highly  instructed  and  efficient 
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staff  cannot  be  obtained  without  either  the  intervention  of  the 
Staff  College,  or  the  introduction  of  some  subsidiary  system  of 
instruction  for  the  officers,  calculated  to  meet  the  present  neces- 
sities of  the  service. 

The  Council  also  thinks  it  right  to  add,  that,  inasmuch  as 
several  of  the  subjects  embraced  by  these  examinations  are 
almost  entirely  regimental,  or  such  as  are  included  in  the  exami- 
nations for  promotion,  and  do  not  form  part  of  the  studies  of  the 
Staff  College,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  even  as  respects  the 
success  of  that  College,  that  the  examinations  for  promotion 
should  be  carefully  and  strictly,  or,  in  other  words,  efficiently 
conducted  ;  and  further,  as  it  is  manifestly  desirable  that  the  effect 
of  the  present  system  of  admission  examinations  on  the  general 
intellio-ence  of  the  officers  of  the  army  should  be  tested  in  every 
possible  way,  the  Council  would-  recommend  that  the  questions 
used  at  the  examinations  for  promotion,  and  the  replies  of  the 
officers,  should  from  time  to  time  be  forwarded  to  the  CouecU  for 
inspection,  as  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  much  valuable  infor- 
mation would  be  tlius  acquired,  either  confirmatory  of  the 
advantages  gained  by  the  adoption  of  an  educational  standard  of 
admission,  or  suggestive  of  alterations,  should  any  be  necessary. 

Royal  Military  Coli,ege. 

The  next  object  to  which  the  attention  of  the  Council  was 
specially  directed,  Avas  the  consideration  of  the  then  condition 
of  the  Royal  Military  College,  Sandhurst,  with  a  view  to  the 
suf'-o-estion  of  such  alterations  or  improvements  as  might  be  found, 
on  inquiry,  to  be  desirable.  The  results  of  the  investigations  of 
the  Council  are  embodied  in  Part  IV.  of  the  Report  of  the 
Council  (see  Appendix,  page  61). 

All  the  preceding  observations  have  referred  to  the  means, 
either  proposed  or  adopted,  for  advancing  the  professional  know- 
ledge of  officers  after  their  first  appointment,  as  well  as  for  ascer- 
tainino-  that  their  education  before  appointment  has  not  been 
neo-lected.  The  subject  now  to  be  discussed  is  of  a  different 
nature,  as  it  refers  to  a  necessity,  recognized  in  all^  great 
military  nations,  of  adopting  a  special  system  of  instruction  for 
at  least  a  portion  of,  if  not  of  all,  the  youths  destined  for  the 
military  pi'ofession. 

The  establishment  of  the  Royal  Military  College  was  fixed  at 
180  cadets,  and  at  the  time  when  the  Council  entered  upon  this 
hiquiry  154  cadets  were  actually  on  its  books.  The  age  of  ad- 
mission was  from  13  to  15  years  ;  the  average  period  of  residence 
wa.s  about  3  years.  The  cadet,  to  obtain  his  commission,  was 
required  to  pass  in  six  sections  of  study,  called  steps,  three  of 
which,  namely,  Euclid,  fortification,  and  military  surveying,  were 
compulsory,  and  for  the  other  three  steps  the  cadet  was  allowed  the 
option  of  selecting  from  the  higher  mathematics,  the  French  and 
German  languages,  history,  geographj^,  and  Latin.  After  passing 
in  any  one  step  or  subject  of  study  at  any  period  of  the  course, 
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the  cadet  \yas  allowed  to  drop  it  entirely  aud  give  his  whole 
attention  to  the  remaining  subjects,  one  or  more  at  a  time,  in 
which  he  had  yet  to  pass. 

The  Memorandum  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  General  Com- 
manding in  Chief,  already  quoted,  contemplated  the  conversion 
of  the  above  establishment  into  one  possessing  more  of  the 
character  of  a  college,  to  which  youths  of  16  to  18  years  of  ao-e 
should  be  admitted  ;  the  candidates  for  admission  being  no  longer 
mere  boys.  And  it  was  further  determined,  that  the  theoretical 
class  of  the  Royal  Military  Academy  should  be  amalgamated 
with  the  Royal  Military  College,  which  should  henceforth 
therefore  prepare  candidates  not  only  for  commissions  in  the 
cavalry  and  line,  but  also  for  admission  to  the  practical  class 
(or  School  of  Application)  at  Woolwich,  with  a  view  to  their 
appointment  to  the  corps  of  Royal  Artillery  and  Royal  Engi- 
neers, the  selection  of  all  the  candidates  being  by  competitive 
examination. 

The  Council  accordingly  prepared  a  scheme  (Appendix,  page  61, 
Part  IV.),  which  it  submitted  to  the  General  Commanding-in- 
Chief),  and  which,  having  been  submitted  by  his  Royal  High- 
ness and  by  the  then  Secretary  at  State  for  War  to  the  Queen, 
was  sanctioned  by  Her  Majesty, 

The  outline  of  this  scheme  maj'-  be  briefly  stated.  Candi- 
dates for  admission  were  required  to  be  between  the  ages  of 
16  and  18  years,  and  having  been  placed  with  the  sanction 
of  the  Commander-in-Chief  on  the  list  of  competitors  were 
allowed  to  compete,  and  if  not  at  first  successful,  were  per- 
mitted to  come  forward  a  second  time,  if  still  within  the  limits 
of  age  ;  the  first  candidates  in  the  order  of  merit,  as  repre- 
sented by  the  general  total  of  marks,  succeeding  to  the  vacancies 
at  the  College.  The  establishment  was  to  be  gi-adually  raised 
to  500  cadets.  The  ])eriod  of  study,  which  was  not  to  exceed 
two  years,  was  to  be  terminated  by  a  competitive  examination, 
the  most  successful  candidates  in  which  were  to  be  permitted  to 
select  the  corps  of  Royal  Artillery  or  Royal  Engineers,  or  to 
receive,  if  they  preferred  it,  commissions  without  purchase  in 
the  cavalry  and  line  ;  those  who  selected  the  Artillery  or  Engi- 
neers were  to  be  transferred  to  the  School  of  Application  at 
Woolwich,  for  special  instruction  in  the  sciences  appertainino- 
to  those  branches  of  tlie  service.  Subsequently,  to  avoid  any 
misconception  on  the  part  of  the  public,  the  proviso  by  wliich 
the  .sanction  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  was  required  before  a 
candidate  could  be  entered  on  the  list  of  competitors  was  with- 
drawn, and  the  competition  was  left  entii'cly  free. 

The  advantages  which  the  Council  expected  would  be  secured 
by  this  plan  were  the  following  :  — 

1,  The  competitive  examination  for  admission  to  the  College 
would  be  based  on  the  ordinary  subjects  of  a  liberal  educ-ii- 
tion,  and,  as  such,  would  iiot  interfere  with,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
would  greatly  assist  the  general  schools  of  the  country. 

2,  The  competition  among  the  cadets  themselves  for  the  corps 
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of  Royal  Artillery  and  Royal  Engineers  would  be  based  in  great 
measure  on  the  subjects  of  military,  as  distinguished  from  general 
education ;  whilst  this  competition  between  so  many  cadets  who 
had  all  proved  their  ability  at  the  entrance  examination,  would 
have  raised  the  intellectual  standard  of  the  officers  of  all  arms  of 
the  service. 

3.  The  gradual  increase  of  the  establishment  to  500  cadets, 
preparing  for  all  arms  of  the  serWce,  held  together  by  a  strict 
military  discipline,  and  trained  to  the  exercises  of  the  three 
arms,  would,  it  was  conceived,  infuse  a  military  spirit  into  the 
cadets  far  beyond  that  which  can  be  expected  to  be  called  forth 
in  two  separate  and  comparatively  small  colleges ;  and  as  250 
cadets  would  annually  enter  the  army  from  Sandhurst,  of  which 
number  200  would  join  the  line,  the  enlarged  competition  for 
first  admission,  as  well  as  for  that  of  admission  to  the  School 
of  Application  at  Woolwich,  would  have  on  all  the  candidates 
an  influence  which  could  not  be  otherwise  than  highly  beneficial 
to  the  army  at  large. 

The  scheme  submitted  by  the  Ounncil  having  been  approved, 
the  first  examination  under  its  provision  was  held  in  January 
1858,  when  33  candidates  presented  themselves,  out  of  whom  24 
possessed  the  required  qualifications,  and  were  admitted.  The 
very  brief  interval  of  time  which  elapsed  between  the  public 
notice  and  the  actual  holding  of  the  examination,  was  doubtless 
the  reason  why  so  few  candidates  came  forward ;  however,  an 
will  be  hereafter  shown,  several  of  the  candidates  were  possessed 
of  as  much  intelligence  as  had  been  exhibited  in  the  preceding 
Woolwich  examinations.  In  the  session  of  1858,  the  House  of 
Commons  passed  a  vote  adverse  to  the  plan  of  amalgamating  the 
Colleges  of  Woolwich  and  Sandhurst,  and  in  consequence  that 
part  of  the  scheme  was  abandoned. 

It  is  obvious  that  this  abandonment  of  the  plan  proposed  by 
the  Council,  and  the  consequent  restriction  of  the  Royal  Mili- 
tary College  to  the  one  object  of  preparing  officers  for  the  line, 
had  a  natural  tendency  to  diminish  the  number  of  candidates  for 
admission  to  the  College,  and  in  consequence  the  number  of 
officers  who,  previous  to  entering  the  army,  would  have  received 
a  military  education. 

Had,  for  example,  the  system  proposed  received  its  full  develop- 
ment, 200  cadets  would,  as  before  observed,  have  left  the  College 
annually  with  commissions  in  the  cavalry  or  line,  having  been 
thoroughly  educated  for  two  years  in  military  science,  and 
instructed  in  the  exercise  and  objects  of  each  arm  of  the  service. 
In  the  absence,  however,  of  the  inducement  to  enter  the  College 
which  a  competition  for  the  Rojal  Artillery  and  Royal  Engineers 
would  have  afforded,  it  is  not  probable  that  the  College  can  be 
raised  above  its  present  establishment  of  180  cadets,  (if  indeed 
it  can  be  maintained  at  that  strength,)  and  the  number  of  officers 
annually  supplied  to  the  army  from  the  College  cannot  therefore 
(with  an  average  residence  of  two  years)  exceed  90, 

The    number     of    first     commissions    annually   vacant   will 
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probably,  in  the  present  state  of  the  army,  exceed  500,  and  the 
proportion  of  officers  who  have  received  military  education  to 
those  who  have  not  will  be,  consequently,  less  than  one  to  five. 

This  very  small  number  of  highly  trained  officers  admitted  to 
the  army,  and  its  probable  still  further  diminution,  should  the 
number  of  cadets  at  the  Eoyal  Military  College  continue  to  fall 
off,  will,  unless  speedily  checked,  unquestionably  prove  a  serious 
evil,  as  much  of  the  good  effect  to  be  expected  from  the  present 
system  of  ensuring,  by  an  admission  examination,  that  the 
general  education  of  no  officer  has  been  entirely  neglected,  will 
be  lost,  should  his  subsequent  professional  education  be  left 
unprovided  for,  excepting  so  far  as  is  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  performance  of  ordinary  regimental  duties. 

In  a  former  part  of  this  Report  the  measures  which  the 
Council  had  proposed  in  order  to  provide  a  practical  military 
education  for  every  young  officer  have  been  detailed,  as  well  as 
the  difficulties  which  prevented  their  accomplishment.  As, 
however,  it  is  no  longer  intended  that  the  Royal  Military 
College  shall  undertake  the  instruction  of  candidates  for  the 
ordnance  corps,  it  seems  desirable  that  the  instruction  of  the 
candidates  for  the '  cavalry  and  line  should  not  only  be  improved 
as  far  as  is  practicable,  but  that  the  advantages  of  the  Royal 
Military  College  should  be  extended  beyond  its  present  sphere, 
and  that  it  should  be  made  to  embrace  within  its  influences  all. 
candidates  for  those  branches  of  the  service. 

The  Council  has  from  time  to  time  submitted  projects  for  car- 
lying  out  this  important  measure  ;  but  as  the  question  is  still 
under  the  consideration  of  the  authorities,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
mention  the  general  grounds  on  which  it  has  proposed  such  an 
extension  of  the  present  Royal  Military  College,  as  is  here  indi- 
cated.    These  are, — 

1st.  That  the  present  arrangement  under  which  officers,  after 
passing  a  very  moderate  examination  in  the  subjects  of  a  general 
education,  obtain  their  commissions  without  having  acquired  any 
kin4  of  professional  knowledge,  is  most  unsatisfactory.  A  mode 
of  appointment  so  imperfect  does  not,  it  is  believed,  exist  in  any 
other  European  army.  From  this  neglect,  before  or  upon  first 
appointment,  of  all  other  professional  instruction  than  that  which 
is  connected  Avitli  their  ordinary  regimental  duty,  it  follows  that 
officers  in  most  cases  pass  their  entire  military  service  without 
ever  having  the  means  afforded  them  of  acquiring  that  know- 
ledge which  would  be  most  valuable  to  them  and  to  the  army 
when  in  the  field,  and  which  every  officer  should  be  expected  t«> 
possess.     And — 

2.  The  character  of  military  or  professional  education  is  totally 
distinct  from  that  of  general  education  ;  and  therefore,  whilst  the 
latter  may  be  best  contided  to  the  public  schools  or  other  instruc- 
tional agencies  of  the  country,  the  former  can  only  be  effectually 
carried  on  under  thesuperintendenceof  officers  who  have  specially 
devotedtheir  attention  to  the  subject,  and  have  added  to  acquired 
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knowledge  practical  experience,  or,  in  other  words,  at  a  military 
college. 

The  primary  education  and  moral  training  of  aspirants  for 
military  service  being  left  in  the  hands  of  the  ordinary  teachers 
of  the  country,  up  to  the  time  when  they  are  ready  to  enter 
upon  a  military  career,  it  is  evident  that  the  professional  educa- 
tion and  training  so  essential  to  their  future  efficiency  'which  they 
will  receive  at  the  Military  College  must  be  special  in  character, 
totally  inapplicable  to  an}'  other  profession,  and  as  necessary  to  an 
officer  of  the  army  as  the  diill  and  instmction  of  a  recruit  are  to 
the  private  soldier. 

Under  these  circumstances,  as  the  professional  education  of 
officers  must  greatly  tend  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  army, 
it  seems  only  just  and  expedient  that  the  public  should  at  least 
provide  the  necessary  buildings,  kc.  of  such  an  establishnient  as 
has  been  referred  to  :  the  expenses  of  board  and  education  being 
defrayed  by  the  contributions  of  the  students  attending  it. 

Such  a  scheme  w^ould  not  be  restricted  in  its  effects  to  the  ac- 
quisition of  professional  knowledge,  but  would  originate  and 
mature  a  high  military  spirit  and  a  feeling  of  fellowship  amongst 
those  who  are  thus  associated  together  as  military  men  before 
their  actual  assumption  of  the  duties  of  officers.  Could  f.ny 
more  powerful  reasons  be  required  for  the  establishment  of  such 
an  institution  ? 

It  is  true  that  various  circumstances  connected  with  the  Public 
Service  have  from  time  to  time  interfered  with  the  consideration, 
of  this  project  ;  but  although  it  may  be  still  found  expedient  to 
postpone  its  execution  for  the  present,  the  Coimcil  cannot  but 
hope  that  at  no  very  distant  period  it  may  be  found  possible  to 
carry  it  into  effect,  as,  until  then,  the  advantages  which  the 
army  will  derive  from  the  staff  appointments  having  been 
thrown  open  to  officers  of  intelligence  and  industry,  or  from  the 
examinations  for  first  a])pointment  and  for  subsequent  promotion 
in  the  lower  ranks,  will  be  mucii  lessened  by  the  generally 
defective  knowledge  of  subjects  which,  though  not  forming  a 
part  of  the  ordinary  course  of  regimental  instruction,  are  of  the 
highest  importance  to  the  officer. 

When  it  had  been  decided  that  the  College  as  a  place  of 
instruction  should  be  confined  to  candidates  for  the  line,  it 
became  necessary  to  redeem  the  pledge  virtually  given  to  the 
24  candidates  wdio  had  entered  Sandhurst  on  the  faith  of  its 
being  preparatory  for  the  Artillery  and  Engineers,  as  well 
as  for  the  line,  and  they  were  in  consequence  transferred  to 
Woolwich. 

Before,  however,  the  transfer  had  been  approved  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  three  of  the  cadets  had  been  removed  by  their 
friends,  with  a  view  of  competing  for  admission  to  Woolwich,  at 
the  half-yearly  competitive  examination;  and  they  were  not 
only  successful,  but  one  of  the  number  actually  obtained  the 
first  place,  in  competing  with  7U   candidates.     This  result,  com- 
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bined  with  the  fact  that  one  of  the  24  -  having  originally  competed 
at  hoth  the  competitive  examinations  for  Sandliurst  and  Wool- 
wich, and,  having  heen  successful  at  both,— had  been  allowed 
to  select  Woolwich  ;  and  again,  that  a  fifth  (l)eing  one  of  those 
that  were  transferred  without  a  second  examination)  has  since 
the  transfer  acquired  a  high  position  at  the  Royal  Military 
Academy  is  a  sufficient  proof  that  those  apprehensions  which 
were  entertained  by  some,  that  the  candidates  for  the  Royal 
Artillery  and  Royal  Engineers  obtained  in  the  first  instance  by 
the  competitive  ^examinations  for  Sandhurst,  and,  secondly,  by 
the  competitive  examinations  at  the  College,  would_  have  been 
inferior  to  those  entering  by  the  competitive  examinations  for 
Woolwich  only,  were  without  foundation;  whilst  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that  the  military  training  would  have  been  greatly 
improved. 

Two  examinations  for  admission  have  subsequently  been 
held  ;  in  the  first  of  which,  in  June,  1858,  59  candidates  pre- 
sented themselves,  of  whom  50  were  admitted,  and  in  the 
second,  in  December  1858,  34  candidates  came  forward,  of  whom 
25  were  successful. 

With  the  alteration  of  the  age  of  admission  to  the  Royal 
Military  College,  it  became  necessary  to  make  essential  altera- 
tions in  the  character  of  the  instruction.  The  system  of  steps 
before  referred  to  was  considered  altogether  inapplicable  to  the 
College  as  now  constituted,  and  it  was  laid  down  that  cadets 
were  to  be  required  to  take  up  the  whole  of  their  subjects  at 
their  final  examinations. 

The  studies  w^ere  re-arranged,  and  time  tables  established 
calculated  to  develop  in  its  due  proportion  the  instruction  in 
each  branch. 

The  staff  of  mastei-s  was  at  the  same  time  increased,  and  their 
payment  put  on  a  footing  which  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  sufficient  to 
secure  the  services  of  gentlemen  of  eminence  in  their  respective 
branches  of  science. 

The  Members  of  the  Council  having  been  appointed  visitors  of 
the  Educational  Department  of  the  College,  they  have  made 
fi-equent  inspections  of  the  studies,  and  are  gratified  to  be  able 
to  report  that  the  competition  for  commissions  without  purchase, 
■which  was  introduced  in  December  last,  has  already  produced 
a  spirit  of  emulation  in  the  College  fi-om  which  the  best  results 
may  be  anticipated. 

21  cadets  obtained  commissions  without  purchase  from  the 
College  in  June  1858,  and  23  in  December. 

The  advantages  which  the  College  secures,  over  and  above 
those  of  military  education,  are,  that  the  cadets  who  either  com- 
pete successfully  for  commissions  without  purchase,  or  who  pass 
the  prescribed  College  examination  for  a  commission,  are  at 
once  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Commander  in-Chiefs  lists,  and 
have  the  priority  of  appointment  over  all  who  have  merely 
passed  the  examination  for  direct  commissions. 

A  further  advantage,  and  one  of  the  highest  importance,  in 
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that  the  military  instniction  afforded  by  the  College  places  the 
future  officer  in  the  best  possible  position  for  obtaining  subse- 
quent success  at  the  Staff  College  and  appointment  to  the  staff. 

Royal  Military  Academy,  Woolwich. 

It  was  not  untn  August  18.58  that  the  superintendence  of  the 
Council  over  the  education  of  officers  of  the  army  was  rendered 
o-eneral  by  the  extension  of  its  visitorial  functions  to  the  Royal 
Military  Academy.  Since  that  time  the  Council  has  had  under 
its  frequent  and  earnest  consideration,  the  propriety  of  taking- 
advantage  of  the  nmch  higher  amount  of  general  knov/ledge, 
more  particularly  in  mathematics  and  some  of  the  collateral 
sciences,  with  wliich  the  candidates  now  enter  the  Royal  Military 
Academy  by  the  competitive  examinations,  and  without  checking 
the  advance  of  the  more  highly  gifted  of  the  students,  in  abstract 
science,  giving  a  far  more  practical  direction  to  their  studies 
than  heretofore,  and  adapting  the  course  of  study  at  the  Academy 
more  fully  to  the  higher  professional  objects,  both  of  the  artil- 
lery and  engineer  student.  In  conformity  with  this  view, 
the  old  distinction  of  theoretical  and  practical  classes  will  be 
shortly  abandoned,  and  the  academy  will  then  be  considered  a 
school  of  Application,  theoretical  and  practical  instruction  being 
continuous  and  simultaneous  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of 
the  course.  The  scheme  of  study,  in  drawing  up  which  the 
Council  has  received  most  important  assistance,  especially  in  the 
mathematical  branch,  from  its  colleague  the  Rev.  Canon  Moseley, 
will,  it  is  hoped,  be  published  in  the  Council's  next  report,  as 
it  will  then  have  come  into  full  action,  and  have  been  sufficiently 
proved  in  practice  ;  it  is  sufficient  to  observe  at  present,  that  the 
authorities  of  the  Royal  Military  Academ)^,  as  well  as  the  expe- 
rienced and  able  masters  of  that  establishment,  have  been  con- 
sulted both  as  regards  the  principles  and  the  details  of  the 
system  proposed.  The  additional  buildings  intended  to  aflford 
to  every  cadet  a  separate  room  are  now  about  to  be  com- 
menced, and,  combined  witli  the  above  alterations  in  the  course 
of  study  will,  assimilate  the  institution  in  many  respects,  to  the 
colleges  and  universities  of  the  country. 

Up  to  the  time  to  Avhich  this  Report  has  been  brought  down,tbe 
examinations  under  the  Council,  and  those  for  admission  to  the 
Royal  Military  Academy,  have  been  conducted  by  two  distinct 
bodies  of  examiners.  The  examinations  are  now,  however,  all 
placed  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Council,  and  will  be 
conducted  by  the  same  body  of  examiners.  In  the  Appendix, 
pages  101-2,  will  be  found  lists  of  the  examiners  of  preceding 
years,  and  also  a  list  of  those  appointed  for  the  present  year. 
A  report  of  the  result  of  each  of  the  examinations  for  admission 
to  the  Royal  Military  Academy,  or  to  the  Royal  Military  College, 
is  published,  and  a  copy  sent  to  every  candidate,  as  soon  as 
possible  after  the  conclusion  of  each  examination.     The  papers 
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used  at  the  several  examiuations  are  also  published,*  so  that 
ready  means  are  afforded  to  the  public  of  judgiug  of  tlie  character 
of  these  examinations. 

The  Council  having  thus  detailed,  as  briefly  as  possible,  the 
results  of  its  labours  from  the  first  period  of  its  formation  up  to 
the  present  time,  cannot  close  its  Report  without  some  reference 
to  various  complaints  which  have  from  time  to  time  come  to  its 
knowledge. 

It  has,  for  example,  been  said  that  the  examinations  for  Direct 
Commissions  have  been  too  severe,  and  have  been  the  means  of 
excluding  from  the  military  profession  gentlemen  in  other  re- 
^>pects  highly  qualified  for  performing  its  duties.  Yague  as  these 
assertions  have  been,  and  unsupported  by  a  reference  to  par- 
ticular instances,  it  is  impossible  to  reply  definitely  to  them  ;  but 
at  least  it  may  be  urged  that  an  examination  founded  upon  the 
ordinary  education  of  the  country,  requiring  from  all  ca  didates 
as  obligatory  subjects  nothing  more  than  a  knowledge  of  English 
spelling,  grammar,  and  composition,  and  in  Mathematics,  arith- 
}netic,  the  first  simple  rules  of  algebra,  and  the  three  first  books 
of  Euclid,  ought  not  to  be  considered  a  bar  to  the  admission  of 
any  gentleman  of  ordinary  capacity  and  industry. 

The  marks  indeed  allotted  to  the  obligatory  section  of  Mathe- 
matics have  been  so  proportioned  that  a  candidate  may  with 
ease  obtain  the  minimum  from  arithmetic  and  algebra,  or  from 
arithmetic  and  geometry,  without  attempting  the  third  subject 
at  all,  and  it  may  be  added  from  arithmetic  alone,  should  he 
liave  been  thoroughly  well  instructed  in  that  subject. 

A  calm  consideration  of  this  plain  statement  ought  to  convince 
every  one  that  there  is  no  analogy  whatever  between  these 
examinations  and  those  for  College  honours  ;  the  one  being 
framed  as  a  test  of  a  reasonable  education  and  moderate  capa- 
city ;  and  the  other  as  a  test  of  the  highest  intellectual  powers 
which  the  country  can  produce.  The  allusion,  therefore,  some- 
times made  by  complainants  to  Cambridge  and  to  Wranglers,  as 
if  the  object  of  the  examinations  had  been  to  secure  for  the 
Military  Service  abstract  mathematicians,  is  altogether  illusory,  and 
calculated  to  give  rise  to  an  unnecessary  and  unfounded  alarm. 
That  a  small  amount  of  industry  is  alone  necessary  to  enable 
any  gentleman  to  pass  the  examination  may  be  deduced  from 
the  various  statements  already  made  in  tliis  Report ;  and  in 
further  confirmation  it  may  be  added,  that  out  of  67  candidates 
who  have  already  come  up  for  a  second  trial,  47  have  passed, 
and  of  the  20  who  failed,  two  liave  come  up  for  a  third 
trial  and  both  passed  ;  so  that  the  number  of  tlie  unsuccessful 
candidates  of  the  last  year  is  diminishing  at  every  examination, 
and  this  merely  by  the  exercise  of  an  industry  which,  if  applied 
in  the  first  instance,  would  have  secured  the  success  of  the  can- 
didates at  their  first  trial. 

The  Council  feels  confident  that  these  remarks  will  be  sufiicient 
to  convince  the  most  timid  that  the  Council  has  not  been  guilty 

♦  By  Messrs.  Harrison,  50,  Pall  Mall. 
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of  so  great  an  error  as  to  require  from  gentlemen,  even  of  moderate 
intellect,  anything  more  than  it  is  in  their  power  readily  to 
acquire  ;  whilst  to  exempt  candidates  for  the  army  from  the 
necessity  of  proving  that  they  have  received  and  profited  by  a 
moderate  education,  would  tend  to  deteriorate  the  character  of 
the  army  at  large,  ard  to  lessen  the  chance  of  obtaining  from  it 
fitting  candidates  from  the  Staff  College,  thus  limiting  the  students 
of  that  College  almost  entirely  to  those  ofiicers  who  had  pre- 
viously passed  through  one  of  the  two  Military  Colleges. 

One  argument  in  support  of  these  complaints  or  apprehensions 
has  been  founded  upon  the  character  of  some  few  of  the  examina- 
tion questions,  selected,  with  a  view  to  a  particular  argument, 
from  the  examinations  on  admission  to,  or  on  leaving  the  Royal 
Military  College,  iiom  those  for  direct  commissions  and  also 
from  tliose  of  officers  leaving  the  Staff  College. 

Such  a  system  of  criticism  is  neither  fair  nor  logical,  as  it  loses 
sight  entirely  of  the  objects  and  circumstances  of  the  examina- 
tions. The  examinations  at  the  Colleges  are  necessarily  founded 
upon  the  lectures  and  instruction  given  at  them,  and  though  to  a 
stranger  not  in  the  habit  of  anah'sing  carefully  what  he  reads, 
they  ma}'  appear  difficult  of  comprehension,  to  the  student  himself 
they  can  prove  no  stumbling  block,  provided  he  has  not  been 
wanting  in  attention  to  the  instruction  given  him. 

The  questions  at  the  examinations  for  direct  commissions  are 
questions  on  particular  subjects,  and  ought,  therefore,  to  embrace 
everything  usually  taught  in  a  school  course  on  such  subjects 
in  order  to  give  every  encouragement  to  those  who  have  paid 
particular  attention  to  them  ;  whilst,  at  the  same  time,  they  are 
sufficiently  numerous  to  afford  every  candidate  an  opportunity 
of  selecting  those  cjuestions  which  correspond  best  to  the  instruc- 
tion he  has  received,  no  candidate  being  obliged  or  even  ex- 
pected to  take  up  and  answer  every  question,  as  might  be 
supposed  to  be  the  case  from  the  nature  of  the  argument  founded 
upon  these  isolated  questions. 

Here  again  questions  may  appear  difficult  to  a  person  totally 
ignorant  of  the  subject,  although  by  the  instructed  student  they 
will  be  answered  as  a  matter  of  course. 

To  be  just,  an  examination  should  adapt  itself  to  bring  out 
the  knowledge  not  only  of  the  lowest  in  attainment  of  the  can- 
didates, but  of  the  highest  also.  The  real  character  of  such  an 
examination  cannot  be  deduced  from  single  questions,  whether 
difficult  or  easy,  separated  from  the  other  qviestions  proposed  at 
the  same  examination.  It  would  be  quite  as  fair  to  take  the 
easiest  question  from  the  paper  as  a  representative  of  the  whole 
as  to  take  the  hardest. 

In  fact,  the  present  system  of  examination,  whilst  it  requires 
from  every  candidate  only  that  knowledge  in  two  special  subjects 
which  is  important  in  reference  to  its  future  practical  application 
to  the  ol)jects  of  his  profession,  encourages  each  candidate  to 
develop  his  intellect  in  whatever  branch  of  study  he  may  find 
most  inharmon}'  with  liis  tastes  and  capacity. 
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Such  a  system  is  ruanifestly  quite  the  reverse  of  wliat  it  has 
been  asserted  to  be  ;  as,  in  the  first  phice;  its  aim  is  to  ascertain 
what  every  candidate  does  know,  and  to  give  liiin  full  credit  for 
it,  not  to  inquire  what  he  does  not  know,  and  raject  him  for  not 
knowing  it. 

The  candidate  has,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  obligatory 
subjects,  the  whole  range  of  subjects  to  select  from,  and  he  is, 
therefore,  only  tested  in  those  with  which  he  considers  himself 
best  acquainted. 

When,  therefore,  the  general  result  is  considered,  and  it  is 
found,  that  out  of  600  candidates  examined  up  to  December- 
1858,  only  100  failed,  or  about  1  in  6,  and  that  even  this  com- 
paratively moderate  number  of  failures  has  been  since  diminished 
by  nearly  one-half,  47  of  the  candidates  who  came  up  for  a  second 
trial  having  passed,  the  Council  may  fairly  maintain  the  accuracy 
of  its  statement,  that  the  system  of  examination  is  not  justly 
liable  to  the  charge  of  unnecessary  difficulty. 

D.  A.  Cameron,  Major-General,  V.P. 
J.  E.  PoRTLOCK,  Major-General. 
Henry  Moseley,  Canon  of  Bristol. 
T.  Elwyn,  Colonel. 
J.  E.  Addison,  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
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APPENDIX  I. 


(Circular  Letter.) 

Horse  Guards,  S.W., 
Sir,  22d  May  1857. 

By  desire  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  General  Commanding  in 
Chief,  I  have  the  honour  to  request  your  opinion  on  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  information  that  may  be  expected  from  a  youth  of  seven- 
teen in  his  examination  prior  to  receiving  a  commission  in  the  army, 
and  that  can  1)6  produced  without  detriment  to  the  general  aiTange- 
ments  of  your  institution. 

I  am  to  observe,  that  it  is  not  contemplated  to  require  from  such 
candidates  any  knowledge  of  fortification,  of  military  draAving,  or  of 
any  other  distinctive  military  science. 

A  fair  knowledge  of  the  classics,  from  youths  who  have  been  educated 
nt  classical  schools,  will  of  course  be  expected.  I  shall  be  obliged  if 
you  will  favour  me  with  your  opinion  as  to  the  standard  that  should  be 
fixed  in  this  respect,  premising  that  the  attainment  looked  for  is  that 
of  young  men  of  average  abilities  of  the  age  above  mentioned. 

It  will,  doubtless,  be  very  desirable  that  the  candidates  be  acquainted, 
rudimentally  at  least,  with  some  foreign  language,  so  as  to  render  easy 
passages  from  that  language  into  English,  and  vice  versa. 

But  I  am  more  particularly  to  request  your  opinion  with  regard  to 
the  amount  of  mathematical  knowledge  that  may  fairly  be  expected 
and  produced  without  injury  to  the  general  classes  in  your  institution. 
While  it  is  anxiously  desired  to  avoid  any  course  which  may  tend  to 
the  withdrawal  of  pupils  from  the  great  pulilic  schools,  the  future 
efficiency  of  the  young  men  who  are  nominated  to  commissions  is,  at 
the  same  time,  to  be  regarded.  Mathematics  being  the  basis  of  much 
of  the  professional  knowledge  that  will  afterwards  be  of  importance  to 
the  candidates,  it  is  obviously  desirable  that  as  high  a  standard  as  can 
be  attained  should  here  be  fixed. 

Inviting  any  suggestions  with  which  you  may  favour  me  on  the 
general  subject,  as  well  as  on  the  points  above  referred  to, 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)         D,  A.  Cameron, 
The  Headmaster  of .  Major- General,  V.P. 


Sir,  King's  College,  9th  June  18o7. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  two  reports  in  reference  to  the 
subject  of  your  letter  of  May  22nd  ;  one  from  Mr.  Hall,  Professor  of 
Mathematics,  and  the  olher  from  Mr.  Browne,  I*rofessor  of  Classical 
Literature.  I  have  nothing  to  add  on  these  branches  of  the  subject 
beyond  the  expression  of  my  full  concurrence  in  the  opinions  thus 
expressed  by  two  of  the  most  able  and  experienced  men  in  London. 
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I  have  referred  your  letter  to  the  Professor  of  English  Literature 
aud  the  Professor  of  Modern  History,  but  they  both  consider  it  unneces- 
sary to  trouble  you  with  any  special  observations. 

I  beg  leave,  however,  to  state  my  own  opinion,  that  it  is  difficult  to 
lay  too  much  stress  (of  course,  in  due  proportion  to  age)  on  a  perfect 
acquaintance  with  the  principles  of  composition  in  general,  and  more 
particularly  with  the  applications  of  those  principles  in  English  and 
French  ;  I  speak  of  coinpositio7i  as  distinguished  from  style.  With 
respect  to  the  latter,  it  is  sufficient  to  make  men  familiar  with  Swift's 
golden  rule,  "  Proper  words  in  ])roper  places"  ;  but  it  is  of  far  greater 
importance  that  military  men  should  be  early  accustomed  to  seize  the 
prominent  points  in  any  given  event  or  situation  of  affairs,  and  to 
express  themselves  in  a  natural  and  lucid  order,  as  Avell  as  in  proper 
words.  And,  for  this  reason,  I  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  test 
their  power  of  writing  a  despatch  or  analysing  the  contents  of  one,  of 
making  reports  of  facts,  and  the  like.  At  first,  probably,  the  attempt 
would  not  be  very  successful  ;  but,  at  all  events,  officers  should  be 
familiarised  with  the  idea  that  composition  is  a  very  essential  part  of 
their  training. 

I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  a  certain  amount  of  rudimentary  know- 
ledge of  some  foreign  language  should  be  a  condition  sine  qua  non  ; 
and  I  think  that,  besides  a  general  acquaintance  with  the  ordinary 
forms  of  correspondence  in  that  language  (which  might  be  very  easily 
acquired),  there  would  be  nothing  unfair  in  expecting  an  accurate 
knowledge  and  pronunciation  of  all  the  more  usual  terms  for  military 
equipments,  weapons,  words  of  command,  and  evolutions,  as  well  aa 
for  the  ordinary  details  of  camp  life,  current  in  the  nation  whose 
language  is  brought  up  for  examination. 

A  special  vocabulary  of  such  words,  if  not  already  in  existence, 
ought  to  be  compiled. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  stating,  that  all  that  has  been  suggested  or 
recommended  in  this  letter  and  its  enclosures  may  be  produced  in  this 
college  without  the  slightest  deviation  from  its  ordinary  arrangments. 

In  fact,  the  practical  exemplification  of  the  right  principles,  as  wo 
understand  them,  of  military  education,  has  been  in  operation  amongst 
us  for  some  time. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)         R.  W.  Jelp,  D.D., 
Major-Gen.  D.  A.  Cameron,  Principal. 

&c.         &c.         &c. 


Dear  Sir,  King's  College,  2nd  June  1857. 

I  BEG  to  submit  the  following  as  a  course  which  might  be 
followed  by  a  young  man  who,  at  seventeen,  wishes  to  be  a  candidate 
for  a  commission  : — 

Arithmetic. — Common  rules  ;  decimals  and  duodecimals,  especially 
as  affording  methods  by  wliicli  areas  and  solid  contents  of  regular 
rectilineal  solirls  may  l)e  found. 

Alffehra. — Simple  rules  ;  fractions  ;  evolution  ;  simple  and  quadratic 
equations  ;  ratio  and  proportion  ;  arithmetical  and  geometrical  pro- 
gression ;  ]>ilcs  of  balls  and  shells  ;  (he  nature  (not  the  calculation) 
of  logarithms. 

Euclid.— l^ook  1  ;  P.ook  2,  except  prop.  8,  9,  10  ;  ]'.ook  ?>  ;  Book  4, 
prop.  1   to  11  inclusive,   and  the  construction  (not  proof)  of  the  rest; 
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Book  6,  prop.   1  to  6,   and   8   to   15  inclusive,  prop.   19,  33,  B,  C,  D  ; 
Book  11,  prop.  1  to  21, 

Plain  Trigonometry. — So  miicli  of,  as   is  necessary  to  find  heights 
and  distances,  and  the  sides  and  angles  of  triangles. 

Conic  Sectio?is. — Treated  geometrically,  omitting  the  hyperbola. 
Mechanics. — Statics  ;    the   laws  of  equilibrium  ;    machines  ;  centre 
of   gravity ;    dynamics  ;    rectilineal    motion  ;    impact    of  balls  ;    pro- 
jectiles. 

This  course  might  be  divided  into  two  : — 
Course  1 : — 

Arithmetic  ; 
Algebra  ; 

Euclid,  books  1,  2,  3. 
Coui'se  2  (in  addition)  : — 

Euclid,  books  4,  6,  11; 
Trigonometry  ; 
Conic  sections  ; 
Mechanics. 
Course  1,  as    a  minimum,  which  all  should  pass,  whatever  may  be 
their  other  qualifications. 

(Signed)     Thomas  G.  Hall,  M.A., 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Jeif,  Professor  of  Mathematics,  K.C.S^ 

Principal  of  King's  College. 


King's  College,  London. 
My  DEAR  Principal,  June  1st,  1857. 

My  attention  having  been  called  by  you  to  that  part  of  Major- 
General  Cameron's  letter,  which  refers  to  the  standard  of  classical 
attainments  which  it  would  be  desirable  to  fix  for  young  men  of  17  pre- 
viously to  their  commencing  special  military  studies  ;  I  beg  to  submit 
the  following  remarks  for  his  consideration  : — 

Latin  Lajiguagc  and  Roman  History. — 1.  As  the  education  of  boys 
in  Latin  commences  early  at  all  English  })ublic  schools,  it  would  be 
by  no  means  unfair  to  demand,  as  a  minimum  qualification,  so  much 
knowledge  as  amounts  to  the  translation  of  a  simple  English  passage 
into  grammatical  Latin  prose,  and  the  construing  and  parsing  of  a 
portion  of  one  poet  and  one  prose  author  of  the  best  age.  The  authors 
from  which  I  should  recommend  that  students  should  be  permitted 
to  make  a  selection  are,  the  -^neid  of  Virgil  (vi.  books),  the  Odes 
of  Horace  (books  i.,  ii.,  iii.,  iv.),  Caisar,  Livy  (iii.  books),  and  an  equi- 
valent number  of  the  Orations  of  Cicero.  To  these  should  be  added 
a  fair  acquaintance  with  Eoman  History,  both  political  and  literary, 
as  far  as  the  death  of  the  12th  Csesar  (Domitian). 

Greek  Language. — 2.  With  respect  to  the  Greek  language,  much 
as  I  should  wish  to  do  so  as  Professor  of  Classical  Literature  generally, 
I  cannot  honestly  recommend  that  it  should  be  required  as  indispensably 
necessary. 

N  Why  it  should  not  he  compulsory. — {a)  The  multiplication  of  ob- 
ligatory subjects  tends  to  encourage,  nay,  even  necessitates  a  superficial 
acquaintance  with  all,  than  which  nothing  can  be  so  undesirable,  (b) 
Instruction  in  Greek  being  begun  at  a  later  period  of  school  life  than 
that  in  Latin,  and  a  certain  knowledge  of  mathematics  (and,  indeed,  of 
French  beyond  Avhat  is  usually  attained  by  English  boys)  being  almost 
necessary  to  the  future  soldier,  the  quantity  of  Greek  which  could  fairly 
be  demanded  as  a  minimum  would  be  worthless. 

Greek  Jlistory. — Still,  hoAvever,  as  the  moral  and  intellectual  adrau- 


29 

ta<»es  of  the  study  of  Greek  history  are  so  great,  and  as  ahnost  all  that 
is%alual)le  is  now  attainable  tlmmgh  English  authors,  a  knowledge 
of  the  outlines  of  Greek  history,  political  and  literary,  as  far  as  the 
death  of  Alexander,  might  justly  be  demanded  as  obligatory. 

Greek  recommended  as  a  Voluntary,  Subject.— It  would,  neverthe- 
le^«  be  hi-hly  desirable  that  the  Greek  language  should  be  permitted 
as  a  voluntary  subject  of  examination,  and  encouraged  by  marks  ot 
such  value  as  may  seem  expedient,  so  as  to  reward  proficiency  m  this 
branch  of  a  liberal  education.  .  ^,       ,    •      ,  e     ^  c 

In  order  to  test  a  sound  knowledge  of  Greek  m  the  case  of  a  boy  of 
17  it  is  not  necessary  to  choose  difficult  authors  for  examination  ;  it 
appears  to  me,  therefore,  that  a  selection  of  one  poet  and  one  prose 
author  should  be  made  from  the  following  list  :_Homer  s  Iliad  [lu 
books),  Euripides  (ii.  tragedies),  Herodotus  (u.  books),  and  Xenophou  s 
Cyropa^dia,  Anabasis,  or  Hellenics  (u.  books).  -di  -i    tw 

^     ^  (Si'nied)         R.  W.  Browxk,  M.A.,  Phil.  Doc. 

^     '^  Preben.  of  St.  Paul's, 

To  the  Rev.  the  Principal  of  Prof,  of  Clas.  Lit.  in  King's  College. 

King's  College,  London, 
&c.         he.         &c. 


My  DEAR  Sir,  Harrow,  May  29,  1857. 

I  HAVE  taken  the  liberty  of  putting  down  a  few  of  the  topics  ot 
which  we  spoke  yesterday  in  the  interview  with  which  you  so  kindly 
favoured  me,  and  in  which  you  listened  to  my  somewhat  crude  sugges- 
tions with  so  much  courtesy  and  consideration. 

You  Avill  not,  I  am  sure,  suspect  me  of  a  desire  to  dictate  on  such 
subjects  to  those  so  much  better  able  to  judge  of  them  than  I  am.  I 
knoAV,  too,  that  a  different  pei-son,  even  in  my  own  profession,  might 
arrive  at  a  different  conclusion  on  many  points. 

It  is  satisfactory,  however,  to  know  that  on  the  main  points  of  ail 
there  is  little  or  no  difference  in  the  minds  of  men  of  any  profession. 
I  know  I  need  not  ask  you  to  let  me  hear  from  you  Avhen  anything  is 
decided  with  regard  to  the  future  system  of  examinations  for  the  army. 

In  the  meantime  allow  me  to  subscribe  myself, 

Yours,  &c., 
Major-Gen.  Cameron,  (Signed)         Ciias.  J.  Vaugiiax. 

&c.         &c. 


MEMORANDUM. 

QiARTEitLY  Examinations. 

Candidates  arranged  in  order  of  merit,  and  lists  publislied. 

Four  branches  of  examination  : — Classics,  Mathematics,  History, 
Modern  Languages.  Perha])s  Drawing  might  be  tested,  though  not 
made  essential. 

T, — Classics. 

Several  passages  set  on  paper  from  Greek  and  Latin  classical 
authors,  such  as  may  Ix;  supposed  to  bo  read  in  all  schools.  Passages 
to  be  of  various  difficulty  :  for  example, — 

TIic  Latin  paper  miglit  contain  passages  from  (1)  Ca'sar,  (2)  Virgil, 
(3)  Horace,  (4)  Livy,  {o)  Cicero,  (fi)  Tacitus. 
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The  Greek  paper  from  (1)  Xeuophou's  Anabasis  or  Cyropasdia,  (2) 
Homer,  (3)  Herodotus,  (4)  Euripides,  Sophocles,  or  JEschylus,  (5) 
Thucydides  or  Demostlienes. 

Each  passage  miglit  have  a  question  or  two  in  grammar  or  syntax 
appended  to  it. 

The  passage  should  be  selected,  not  for  the  sake  of  hard  words  or 
constructions,  but  rather  to  show  general  scholarship  and  skill  and 
taste  in  translating. 

In  classics  no  absolute  standard  can  be  fixed  as  a  minimum  of  know- 
ledge ;  the  only  standard  can  be  (1),  either  the  judgment  of  a  sensible 
examiner  as  to  the  decent  acquirements  of  the  candidate,  or,  if  that  be 
too  vague,  then  (2)  a  certain  proportion  of  the  total  marks  having  been 
gained,  say  one  fourth  or  one  fifth  of  the  whole. 

Each  passage  for  translation,  and  each  question  asked  upon  it,  shouhl 
have  a  maximum  of  attainalde  marks  fixed  beforehand  by  the  exa- 
miners, that  maximum  being  different  according  to  the  difficulty  of  the 
author  or  passage. 

There  should  be  no  announcement  of  any  particular  author  or  parts 
of  authors  as  likely  to  be  set  from  ;  such  an  announcement  would  (1) 
unduly  fetter  the  proceedings  of  schools,  (2)  facilitate  cramming, 

II. — Mathematics. 

Any  part  of  the  subjects  of  Arithmetic,  Euclid,  and  Algebra  (per- 
haps Trigonometry)  may  be  examined  in  ;  but,  as  a  condition  of 
passing,  I  would  propose, — 

(1.)  While  17  is  the  age  of  admission  ; 
i.    In  Arithmetic* — 
Addition  "| 

,,  ,,.  ,.     ^.       > Simple  and  Compound. 
Multiplication  i         ^  ^ 

Division  ; 


Greatest  Common  Measure.  "J 

Least  Common  Multiple.       J 

Vulgar  Fractions.      ^ 

Decimal  Fractions.    J 

Practice  (?). 

Proportion. 

Interest  and  Discount. 

ii.  In  Algebra* — 

Addition.  ^ 

Sul)traction.       ( 

Multiplication,  j 

Division. 

Simple  Equations  not  involving  Algebraical  Fractions. 

iii.  Euclid,  Books  1.,  II.,  III. 

(2.)  When  18  is  the  age,  I  would  require  the  above  with  the  addi- 
tion of — 

Simple  Equations  involving  Algebraical  Fractions, 

and 
Euclid,  Book,-  IV.  aud  VI. 

*  I  have  used  the  arrungcment  in  Colenso'B  Arithmetic  and  Algebra. 
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*'  III. — History. 

A  general  paper  might  be  set  in  Greek,  Roman,  and  Engli.';h  History, 
not  altogether  excluding  European  History  on  a  wider  scale,,  care  beruo- 
taken  that  the  questions  shall  be  of  a  really  important  kind,  I.e.,  of  the 
leading  events,  and  with  very  few  dates.  Geography  should  be  com- 
bined with  this,  especially  as  connected  with  the  great  natural  features 
of  a  country,  rather  than  the  mere  position  of  places.  Disqualifica- 
tion in  this  subject,  as  in  Classics,  might  result  from  failure  to  attain  g 
certain  proportion  of  the  marks,  rather  than  from  any  special  failure  in 
particular  branches  of  History. 

IV. — Modern  Laxguages. 

A  tolerable  knowledge  of  French  might  be  made  a  condition  of  pass- 
ing. Anything  further  will  improve  a  candidate's  position  on  the  list 
of  merit,  but  should  not  be  made  a  sine  qua  non. 


Sir,  Winchester  College,  June  8,  1859. 

I  HAVE  been  prevented  by  necessary  duties  from  replying  till 
now  to  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honour  to  Avrite  to  me  on  the 
22d  May  last.  I  now  beg  to  oiFer  in  answer  to  it  the  following 
observations  : — 

Young  men  trained  at  our  public  classical  schools  ought  by  seven- 
teen years  of  age  to  have  attained  to  a  considerable  knowledge  both  of 
the  Latin  and  Greek  languages.  If  they  have  not  done  so,  they  must 
have  neglected  their  opportunities  to  such  a  degree  as  to  deserve  con- 
siderable moral  blame  on  the  score  of  neglect  and  idleness. 

I  apprehend  that  when  you  desire  my  opinion  respecting  the  standard 
of  attainment  to  be  required  of  young  men  coming  from  public  schools 
you  wish  me  to  state  the  minimum  which  ought  to  be  admit' i;d  as 
sufficient  to  qualify  such  young  men  for  commissions.  Consid  iring, 
then,  the  distaste  of  many  youths  for  book-learning,  the  slowm  ss  of 
mind  of  many,  the  insufficiency  of  early  training,  and  the  consequent 
want  of  progress  in  grammatical  study  made  by  a  large  number  of 
those  Avho  pass  into  the  army  from  public  schools,  I  should  think  that 
the  minimum  standard  must  be  set  low,  considerably  lower  than  tlu' 
real  attainments  of  such  as,  with  average  power  and  industry,  have 
devoted  several  years  to  these  studies,  would  be  equal  to. 

1.  In  Latin,  then,  I  would  suggest  that  the  examination  might  com- 
prise two  translations  ;  the  one  of  an  average  passage  of  tolerable 
length  (say  20  or  30  lines)  of  Cossar  into  English  ;  the  other,  of  some 
shorter  passage  of  classical  English  prose  into  Latin. 

2.  It  would  be  very  injurious,  I  think,  to  the  classical  schools  it- 
youths  of  17  years  old  Avere  not  to  look  forward  to  some  examination 
in  Greek  also,  considering  how  much  of  their  time  has  been  spent  in 
learning  that  language.  I  would  therefore  suggest,  that  a  single  paper 
of  translation  from  the  Greek  (say,  from  Xenophon's  Anabasis)  some- 
what shorter  than  the  Latin  passage,  ought  to  be  required. 

3.  English  literature  and  composition  should,  I  have  no  doubt  form 
a  staple  part  of  such  an  examination.  A  certain  proliciency  in  these 
subjects  might,  perhaps,  be  secured  by  ajjpointing  a  portion  of  English 
history,  illustrated,  perhaps,  by  such  plays  of  .Shaksi)eare  as  referred  to 
the  same  period,  to  be  prepared,  and  llien  by  examining  candidates  in 
them  on  paper.  A  passage  of  Shakspearc,  written  down  from  dicta- 
tion, and  illustrated  by  euch  observations,  historical,  geographical,  &c.. 
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as  might  be  demanded,  Avoukl  form  a  good  test  of  a  candidate's  various 
attainments  in  this  branch. 

4.  Grammatical  acquaintance  with  French  or  German  (to  be  tested 
by  translations  to  and  fro)  seems  to  be  a  very  necessary  requirement, 
and  one  which  youths  coming  from  a  public  school  ought  not  to  fail  in 
producing. 

5.  In  respect  of  Mathematical  attainments,  I  should  hardly  think 
that  more  could  be  exacted  as  a  minimum  than  a  tolerably  thorough 
knowledge  of  Arithmetic,  some  acquaintance  "with  Algebra,  and  the 
knowledge  of  two,  or  perhaps  three,  books  of  Euclid  ;  nor  ought  less  to 
suffice.  Almost  any  young  man  of  that  age  can,  with  reasonable  industry, 
make  himself  master  of  these. 

Six  or  seven  papers  (of  from  two  to  three  hours  each)  would  suffice 
to  complete  this  examination. 

If  it  should  be  possible  to  allow  young  men  an  opportunity  of  exhi- 
biting further  or  higher  attainments  in  these  or  other  lines,  (so  as  to 
obtain  a  certificate  of  creditable  or  special  distinction,  in  addition  to 
the  mere  certificate  of  sufficiency,)  with  some  prospect  of  obtaining 
benefit  by  such  distinction,  it  would  operate  very  forcibly  upon  them 
while  at  school  to  stimulate  them  to  further  exertions. 

Perhaps  I  may  venture,  in  conclusion,  to  express  my  anxious  hope 
that  the  training  of  our  public  schools,  in  these  subjects  of  general 
polite  learning,  may  never  be  discouraged  as  the  basis  of  military  edu- 
cation. It  does  not  become  me  to  enlarge  on  this  subject,  as  being 
somewhat  beyond  the  limits  of  the  questions  asked  of  me  ;  but  I  may, 
perhaps,  be  excused  for  saying,  that,  in  my  judgment,  no  amount  of 
early  professional  training  can  make  up  for  the  want  of  that  introduc- 
tion to  ancient  literature  and  general  learning,  which  alone  enables  a 
man  to  feel  himself  on  the  same  level  of  cultivation  with  the  best 
educated  of  his  contemporaries. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  G.  Moberly,  D.C.L., 

Major-Gen.  Cameron,  Head  Master  of  Winchester  College. 

&c.     &c.     &c. 


Westminster,   S.W., 
Sir,  May  29th,  18o7. 

In  reply  to  your  favour  of  the  22nd  instant,  requesting  an 
opinion  as  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  information  that  may  be 
expected  from  youths  of  17,  of  average  ability,  in  their  examination 
for  Commissions,  and  that  can  be  produced  without  detriment  to  the 
general  arrangements  of  a  public  school,  I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the 
following  remarks: — 

Youths  of  that  age,  at  a  2)ulilic  school,  ought  to  be  fairly  advanced 
in  Greek  as  well  as  Latin.  I  should  thei'cfore  recommend  that  they 
))e  required  to  offer  for  examination  portions  of  two  authors  in  each 
language,  one  prose,  the  other  poetry.  In  Latin,  Caesar  or  Livy  (or 
perhaps  Cicero),  for  the  firsfc ;  Yirgil,  or  Ovid,  or  Horace,  for  the 
.second.     In  Greek,  Homer,  Avith  Xenophon  or  Herodotus. 

It  appears  to  me  liighly  important,  for  many  reasons,  to  abstain  from 
defining  strictly  the  parts  of  these  authors  which  should  be  jjresented 
for  examination,  Avhich  -vAould  result  in  fettering  the  system  of  the 
f<chools,  without  corresponding  advantages.  It  might  be  supi)Osed  that 
certain  books  of  Caisar  or  Livy  for  instance,  Avould  be  especially  appro- 
priate subjects  of  study  for  youths  destined  to  a  military  career.     But 
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Latin  and  Greek  author.-;  must  be  read  by  boy.s  mainly  for  the  sake 
of  the  hmo-nage  ;  and  it  is  not  until  tliey  have  acquired  tolerable  fami- 
liarity -svith  this,  that  they  can  be  expected  to  take  any  firm  grasp 
of  the  substance  and  matter  of  the  books  which  they  study.  In  order 
therefoi'c  to  give  continuity  to  the  reading  of  the  candidates,  they 
should  be  required  to  prepare  the  history  either  of  Greece  or  Rome. 
And  as  regards  the  examiuatiuu  in  the  authors  Mhich  they  may  bring 
up,  I  venture,  from  experience,  most  strongly  to  recommend,  that  they 
should  be  tested  not  merely  in  the  portions  which  they  have  read,  but 
alsoin  easy  pieces  taken  from  othei-  parts  of  the  same  authors,  to  be 
translated  by  them  on  paper.  The  manner  iu  which  they  acquit  them- 
selves of  this  task,  will  prove  how  far  they  ha-t  e  mastered  the  style  and 
language  of  their  author. 

A  passage  for  translation  from  English  into  Latin  prose  should  also, 
be  given,  to  try  their  command  of  grammar  and  Latin  construction. 

Each  candidate  might  be  required  to  send  in,  some  time  previous  to 
his  examination,  a  list  of  the  books  which  he  had  prepared  ;  so  that 
if  this  wore  considered  inadequate,  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
supplying  the  deficiency  in  the  intervening  period. 

In  Modern  Languages,  I  should  require  French,  or  German, 'or 
Italian,  leaving  the  choice  free  to  the  candidate,  to  be  known  suffi- 
ciently for  the  accurate  rendering  of  easy  passages  into  English,  and 
vice  versa.  Power  to  use  the  lauguage  in  conversation  is  manifestly 
desirable,  if  it  can  be  attained. 

In  Mathematics  (the  great  value  of  which  for  a  military  education  no 
one  can  fail  to  recognize),  I  think  that  a  sound  knowledge  of  the  follow- 
ing subjects  may  be  demanded  : — 

Euclid. — The  first  four  liooks. 

Algebra. — To  the  end  of  equations,  «|uadratic  and  simultaneous  (as 
arranged  in  i]nglish  Text  Books). 

Arithmetic. — The  simple  and  compound  rules  ;  vulgar  and  decimal 
fractions  ;  and  extraction  of  (he  scjuare  root. 

I  do  not  ventun?  to  add  the  first  part  of  trigonometry,  valuable  as  it 
would  be,  on  account  of  the  great  variety  of  aptitude  for  mathematics 
displayed  by  different  boys  ;  the  question  proposed  being  the  standard 
for  candidates  of  average  ability,  but  as  doubtless  not  a  {'aw  would 
have  extended  their  studies  over  a  wider  field,  especially  in  mathe- 
matics, than  that  above  indicated  ;  wliile  on  the  other  hand,  many 
youths,  ill  fitted  to  succeed  as  students,  may  possess  })ractical  abilities 
which  would  make  them  a  aluable  officers  ;  I  am  of  opinion  that  in  the 
examination,  account  should  lie  taken  of  those  Avho  had  j)assed  with 
honour,  as  compared  with  those  who  had  merely  satisfied  the  examiners  ; 
and  that  weight  should  In-  given  to  surl;  di>tincti()n  in  the  assignment 
of  commissions  in  the  army. 

I  entertain  no  doubt  that  an  cxamiiii-.tion  based  on  j)riiici|)les  such  as 
I  have  pointed  out,  would  both  tend  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the 
service,  and  prove  a  most  valuable  stimulus  to  the  industry  of  boys  at 
a  public  school.  But  I  venture  to  repeat  that  it  is  essential  for  the 
interests  of  the  army  itself,  as  well  as  of  the  schools,  to  secure  variety 
in  the  attainments  of  the  candidates,  and  not  to  stereotype  the  portions 
of  authors,  or  even  the  authors  which  the  candidates  ai'e  required  to 
have  read. 

In  almost  any  school,  boys  of  the  same  age  will  be  found  according 
to  their  pioficiency  in  very  ditHrent  ''forms";  and  as  the  school  work 
varies  with  each  step,  it  would  be  imjiossiide  without  serious  injury  to 
the  working  of  the  system,  to  j)repare  long  portions  of  any  speciified 
authors  for  examination.     I  would  give  therefore  considerable  latitude. 

C 


but  always  requiring  that  what  had  been  done,  should  have  been  done 
well. 

I  need  not  say  that  if  any  explanations  or  further  remarks  from  me 
can  be  of  the  slightest  service,  I  shall  esteem  it  an  honour  to  be  per- 
mitted to  lay  them  before  you. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)         Chas.  B.  Scott, 
Major-General  Cameron,  Head  Master  of  Westminster. 

&c.  &c. 


Eton  College, 
Sir,  May  25th,  1857. 

I  BEG  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  May  23rd, 
requesting  my  opinion  as  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  information  that 
may  be  expected  from  a  youth  of  17  in  his  examination  prior  to 
receiving  a  commission  in  the  army,  and  that  can  be  produced  without 
detriment  to  the  general  arrangement  of  this  institution,  the  question 
being  afterwards  explained  as  applying  to  boys  of  average  abilities. 

I  find  it  exti'emely  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  fix  the  standard 
required  ;  because  I  feel  that,  if  certain  books  were  named,  they  might 
be  crammed  up  at  a  short  notice  by  an  able  boy,  who  might  beat  in 
any  competitive  examination  the  more  deserving  though  perhaps  less 
able  boy,  who  had  worked  steadily  on  and  borne  a  good  character,  and 
acquired  habits  which  would  be  likely  to  make  him  a  good  and  useful 
officer. 

Still,  regard  being  had  to  our  own  system,  I  should  say  that  a  boy 
of  the  age  mentioned,  ought  to  translate  fairly  the  Iliad  of  Homer, 
the  Odes  and  Satires  of  Horace,  the  -^neid  of  Virgil,  Caesar's  Com- 
mentaries, the  Anabasis  of  Xenophon,  and  passages  of  Livy  not  spe- 
cially selected  for  their  difficulty,  with  questions  on  such  points  of 
geography  and  history  as  naturally  arise  out  of  the  passage  given.  A 
boy  taken  at  random  in  any  part  of  the  above  may  easily  be  posed  ; 
but  if  where  the  examination  be  held  bare  texts  were  kept  of  these 
standard  classics,  and  each  boy  Avere  required  to  translate  on  paper, 
or  viva  voce,  something  which  he  had  read  (the  list  of  his  reading  to 
be  furnished  by  the  master  of  his  school,  and  approved  of  by  the 
examiners),  I  should  think  this  test  of  his  work  fair  and  satisfactory, 
but  I  would  add  to  that  something,  not  difficult,  to  test  his  power 
in  untried  ground.  He  should  also  be  able  to  compose  Latin  prose 
grammatically  correct. 

I  should  think  any  boy  who  had  passed  our  terminal  examinations 
(in  which  Ave  regard  character  as  well  as  acquirements,  and  include 
some  mathematics)  well,  would  represent  the  class  of  boy  whom  I 
should  call  qualified  for  a  commission. 

I  should  say  that  to  this  might  fairly  be  added  an  historical  paper 
touching  on  the  leading  facts  in  the  classical  period  of  Greek  and 
Roman  history  ;  to  the  time  of  Alexander  in  the  former,  and  of 
Augustus  in  the  latter  ;  and  of  English  history. 

With  regard  to  modern  hmguages,  I  have  made  it  a  rule  here,  that 
all  boys  who  profess  themselves  intended  for  the  army  should  learn  one 
modern  language  ;  still,  while  every  encouragement  and  facility  is 
given  to  acquiring  modern  languages  apart  from  the  school  work,  I  do 
not  believe  it  to  be  desirable  or  even  possible  to  incorporate  them 
with  it.     I  believe  that,  aided  by  the  munificence  of  His  Royal  High- 
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ness  Prince  Albert,  we  are  doing  ail  that  is  necessary  in  this  matter, 
and  that  where  more  has  been  attempted  in  a  classical  school,  it  has 
failed.  What  Ave  now  do  comes,  I  believe,  quite  up  to  the  require- 
ments stated  in  the  letter  Avhich  you  have  done  me  the  honour  to 
address  to  me. 

On  the  subject  of  mathematics,  I  have  consulted  our  master,  who  i? 
both  able  and  zealous,  and  has  long  been  engaged  in  the  work  Avith 
success  ;  he  sends  me  the  foUoAving  outline  : — 

Arithmetic,  including  vulgar  and  decimal  fractions  ;  proportion,  and 
its  application  to  interest,  stocks,  &c.;  the  extraction  of  the  square  and 
cube  roots  ;  the  A^alue  and  use  of  logarithms  and  mensuration  ;  algebra, 
the  solution  of  quadratic  equations  ;  Euclid,  the  two  lirst  books  ;  trigo- 
nometry, so  much  as  is  required  for  the  solution  of  triangles. 

Should  AA'e  find  that  more  time  than  we  noAV  allot  to  these  studies  is 
necessary,  I  think  we  could  arrange  to  giA'e  it  for  the  last  year  of  a 
boy's  stay  here. 

The  great  majority  of  our  boys  hitherto  having  gone  to  the  Uni- 
A'ersities,  and  our  foundation  being  intimately  connected  Avith  one  of 
them,  and  our  scholarships  leading  to  both,  Ave  liaAC  naturally  aimed 
at  giving  such  an  education  as  Avould  fit  those  sent  hei"e  for  Oxford  and 
Cambridge,  as  the  staple  commodity  of  the  place,  and  our  best  boys 
have  almost  all  gone  thither.  The  majority  of  those  Avho  have  left  us 
for  the  army  have  certainly  been  boys  Avho  have  some  considerable 
expectations  in  after  life,  Avho  have  often  come  late  to  school,  and 
though  well  conducted  and  Avell  disciplined  boys,  liaA'e  hardly  been 
fair  specimens  of  the  results  of  a  classical  education ;  hoAV  far  a  certifi- 
cate of  having  passed  a  certain  number  of  annual  examinations  with 
credit  at  school  (say  four)  before  presenting  themselves  for  a  commis- 
sion Avould  obviate  this,  and  give  the  army  a  prospect  of  having  youths 
Avho  had  stood  Avith  firmness  the  temptations  and  submitted  well  to 
the  discipline  of  a  public  school  may,  I  think,  be  Avorth  consideration. 
Many  pass  noAV  but  two  years  here,  go  to  be  crammed  elscAvhere  for 
a  year,  gain  knowledge  to  serve  for  the  nonce  Avhich  they  care  little 
or  nothing  for  afterwards,  and  acquire  habits  AA'hich  school  discipline 
Avould  haA'e  had  a  tendency  to  check.  This  seems  to  me  the  evil  to  be 
met,  and  the  remedy  Avhich  I  Ikia'c  taken  the  liberty  to  suggest,  the 
simplest  in  theory,  and  easiest  in  practice. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  Cii.vs.  O.  Goodfoud. 


Sir, 

The  head  master  of  Eton  has  sent  me  the  copy  of  the  memo- 
randum, dated  August  1st,  Horse  Guards,  relatiAe  to  the  commission 
examination,  but  he  requests  it  back  again,  and,  therefore,  I  should  be 
much  obliged  if  you  Avould  faA'ourme  Avith  a  copy. 

My  reason  for  asking  for  it  is,  that  it  will  fall  to  my  lot  as  his 
mathematical  assistant  to  frame  and  sul)mit  to  him  a  course  of  mathe- 
matical reading  for  our  Eton  scholars  based  on  the  above  memorandum. 

With  reference  to  this  scheme  of  preparalory  reading,  I  Avish  to  ask 
whether  the  soliiti<jn  of  simple  equations  includes  ecjuations  iuAolving 
two  unknown  (piantities,  or  are  the  simple  equations  confined  to  those 
involving  one  unknown  ([uantity. 

I  presume  also  that  for  the  next  school  term,  it  Avill  be  necessary  to 
kce|)  on  the  lessons  in  fortification,  for  those  of  our  scholars  Avho  will 
go  up  for  their  commission  befoi'e  tlie  1st  January  next.  If  I  may  be 
allowed  to  say  so,  I  rejoice  in  seeing  that  four  books  of  Euclid  arc  re- 
quired ;  the  military  students  (and  Avith  them  the  echool  generally) 

c;  2 
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will  have  to  bciitl  tlieni.^elve.s  to  Euclid  iu  n  way  tliev  have  not  hitherto, 
uud  the  result  will  lie  incalculably  for  their  benefit. 

Be  assured,  a  knowledge  of  geometrical  reasoning  can  be  attained  by 
99  out  of  every  100  boys,  if  there  is  a  stinnilus  suificient  to  make  them 
work  at  it,  and  nothing  can  take  the  place  of  Euclid, — I  speak  after  20 
years'  experience  and  observation  of  Eton  boys.  I  trust,  therefore,  that 
the  Military  Commission  will  not  give  up  this  [loint,  however  they  may 
lie  assailed  by  the  idle  and  unenergetic,  whether  they  be  masters  and 
scholars,  at  least  till  there  has  been  sutficient  time  to  find  out  what 
a  long  continued  course  of  reading  with  the  stimulus  of  the  commission 
l)efore  them  can  bring  out  of  tlie  young  men  of  England. 

I  am,  &c., 
(Signed  S.  T.  Hawtuey, 

Major-General  Cameron,  Ass.-Master,  Eton. 

&c.  &c. 


Charterhouse,  E.G., 
Sir,  11th  June,  18&7. 

I  UEGUET  very  much  that  I  have  not  Ijeen  able  to  send  an  earlier 
answer  to  the  request  with  which  you  have  honoured  me,  for  my  opinion 
"  on  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  information  that  may  be  expected 
''  from  a  youth  of  seventeen  in  his  examination  prior  to  receiving  a 
"  commission  in  the  army,  and  that  can  be  produced  without  detriment 
"  to  the  general  arrangements  of  this  institution."  But  your  commu- 
nication arrived  unfortunately  at  a  time  Avhen  I  Avas  absent  from 
England,  and  I  have  not  long  returned. 

With  regard  to  the  amount  of  classical  knowledge  requisite,  I  am  of 
o))inion  that  a  candidate  who  has  been  educated  at  a  public  school 
should  l)L'  able  to  translate  with  facility  into  English  from  any  ordinary 
classical  work,  and  rice  I'crsa. 

French  forms  a  portion  of  the  regular  school  woik  at  Charterhouse  ; 
and  while  it  is  compulsory  on  the  foundation  scholars  tip  to  a  certain 
point  of  progress,  it  is  learnt,  in  fact,  by  the  majority  of  the  school. 
Our  l)oys,  therefore,  ought  to  have  no  ditiiculty  in  reaching  the  standard 
wliich  you  mention. 

As  our  main  object  hitlierto  in  our  mathematical  instruction  has  been 
to  prepare  our  pupils  sulficiently  for  the  Universities,  we  have  not  been 
in  the  habit  of  taking  them  higher  than  trigonometry.  To  convey  to 
you,  however,  more  exactly  the  jiature  and  extent  of  our  French  and 
mathenuitical  instruction,  1  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  a  copy  of  our 
cxamijiation  papers  for  tiie  present  year. 

Whether  our  mathematical  standard  could  be  efficiently  and  advan- 
tageously raised,  is  a  further  question.  On  the  one  hand  it  seems 
dearly  desirable  that  a  boy  should  leave  school  with  a  thorougli,  even 
though  limited  knowledge,  rather  than  with  a  more  extensive  and  less 
accurate  one  ;  and  it  is,  I  1)elieve,  the  opinion  of  many  experienced 
tutors  at  Cambridge,  that  it  is  well  that  the  reading  of  freshmen  should 
not  have  been  too  high.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  in  some  boys  so 
considerable  an  aptitude  for  nuithematical  studies,  that  we  might  in 
Iheir  cases  succeed  in  raising  the  standard  of  attainment  should  they 
be  intended  for  the  army,  and  should  the  authorities  at  the  Horse 
Guards  consider  it  desirable. 

I  have,  8cc., 
(Signed)         Edwahd  Ei.PEn, 
Major-General  Cameron,  Head  Master  of  Charterhouse  School. 

&c.  &c. 
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The  School  House,  Rugbv, 
Sir,  :May  26th,  1857. 

Ix  answer  to  your  commuuication  of  the  22iul,  I  liave  to  state 
that  the  nature  and  extent  of  classical  knowlecljaje,  which  may  be 
required  from  a  youth  of  17,  of  average  abilities  and  attainments,  is  as 
follows  : — 

1.  He  should  be  able  to  translate  an  eas}^  passage  of  English  into 
Latin  prose  with  grammatical  correctness,  if  not  in  a  good  and  elegant 
style. 

2.  He  should  1)0  alile  to  cousti-ue  (after  some  consideration,  not 
absolutely  at  lirst  sight)  easy  passages  of  Latin  authors  (Cicero,  for 
example,  and  Yirgil)  without  assistance,  and  difficult  passages  with  the 
assistance  of  a  dictionary. 

3.  In  Greek,  he  should  be  able  to  construe  the  dialogue  of  Sophocles 
(as  distinct  from  the  clioric  parts)  with  the  heljj  of  a  lexicon,  and 
easier  books  (such  as  Xenophon  and  parts  of  Euripides)  without  such 
aid. 

He  may  also  1)0  required  to  have  some  grammatical  and  rudimentary 
knowledge  of  French  and  German.  We  do  not  attempt  any  other 
modern  languages  here,  and  even  for  these  vre  have  insufficient  time. 

He  may  also  be  fairly  required  to  have  a  general  outline  of  the  chief 
events  of  Roman  and  Grecian  history. 

I  think  what  I  have  stated  is  the  minimum  of  attainment. 

Any  sound  examination  in  ancient  languages  will  turn  more  upon 
parsing,  and  upon  the  grounding  of  a  boy  than  upon  liis  power  of 
making  out  difficult  passages,  which  sometimes  only  afford  scope  for 
ingenuity. 

As  regards  matliematics,  T  enclose  the  remarks  of  my  mathematical 
master,  only  observing  that  I  fully  concur  in  them. 

I  remain,  kc, 
E.  Meyrick  Goulbuk.x,  D.D., 

Head  ]Master  of  Rugby  School. 


Rugln-,  March  2oth,  1857. 
I  TiiiXK  that  an  average  lioy  of  17   may,  at    school,  and  without 
any  injury  to   his   classical  or  other  studies,  actpiiiv  a   fair  kiiowIedL'e 

1.  The  first  four  books  of  Euclid. 

2.  The  common  rules  of  arithmetic. 

3.  Algebra  to  the  end  of  the  progressions,  iucludiiig  Mp!ati>ms  Jitid 
problems  producing  equations. 

4.  The  use  of  logarithmic  tablos. 

In  arithmetic  and  algebra  the  knowledge  of  the  practical  methods  to 
be  required,  and  not  so  much  the  proofs  of  the  rules. 

I  think  that  this  standard  may  fairly  be  required,  and  that  on  trial, 
candidates  would  )k'  found  to  be  better  prei«ired  for  this,  tlian  for  a 
lower  standard. 

A  low  standard  encourages  a  boy  to  be  idle  at  school,  in  (he  hope 
that  he  may  pass  after  a  few  weeks'  cramming  with  a  private  tutor. 

I  cannot  consider  any  one  really  incapable  of  mastering  theec 
subjects  at  all  qualified  to  receive  a  commission  in  the  army. 

(Signed)         RoBX.  B.  Mayor, 
Mathematical  Master  at  Rugby  School. 
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Appendix  II. 

Kktdrn  of  the  Number  of  Candidates  rejected  for  failing  to  obtain  the  General 
Total  of  Marks,  and  of  the  special  Subjects  in  which  they  failed  to  obtain  the 
Minimum  of  Marks. 
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Appendix  III. 

GENERAL  ORDER.— No.  725. 

Horse  Guards,  S.W., 
5th  March  1859. 
His  Royal  Highness  the  General  CoinmaTnling-in-Chief  directs  that 
the  following  paragraph  be  substituted  for  par.  40,  pages  60  and  61,  of 
the  Queen's  Regulations  and  Orders  for  the  Army,  viz.  : — 

40.  The  following  qualifications  are  required  in  Officers  recommended 
for  Staff  appointments,  viz.: — 

AiDiis-r>E-CA>ir. 

English  Composition. — The  candidate's  proficiency  in  this  respect 
■will  be  tested  by  his  answers  to  the  examination  papers. 

Foreign  Languages. — The  candidate  will  be  examined,  viva  t'oce, 
by  the  examiner  appointed  under  the  Council  of  Military  Education, 
in  whatever  modern  language  he  may  select,  and  he  will  be  also  required 
to  write  a  short  letter  on  a  given  subject  in  that  language. 

Military  Sketching. — The  candidate  Avill  be  required  to  sketch  at 
least  two  square  miles  of  country  selected  by  the  Council.  The  sketch 
need  not  be  elaborately  finished,  1>ut  it  must  clearly  and  intelligibly 
represent  the  features  of  ground,  the  principal  points  of  wdiich  must  be 
determined  by  means  of  the  pocket  sextant  or  prismatic  compass. 

Regimental  Ditti/. — The  candidate  must  be  prepared  in  all  the  sub- 
jects required  in  the  examination  for  promotion  to  a  troop  or  company, 
as  laid  down  in  the  General  Order  of  the  29th  November,  1858. 

Tacties  and  Field  Movemeyits. — The  candidate  will  be  expected  to 
show  a  thorough  knowledge  of  tlie  tactics  and  field  movements  of  that 
branch  of  the  service  to  Avhich  he  is  destined  to  be  attached  as  a  Staff 
officer,  and  a  general  knowledge  of  those  of  the  other  tw^o  arms  ;  the 
examination  will  include  the  movements  of  the  Brigade  or  Line,  and 
will  be  based  on  the  Regulation  Books  for  the  several  arms. 

Field  Fortification. — The  candidate  must  show  a  knowledge  of  the 
principles  and  construction  of  Field  Works,  and  must  be  able  to  explain 
the  particular  objects  to  which  they  are  respectively  applicable,  as  well 
as  the  modes  of  defending  and  attacking  them. 

Brigade  Majoks. 

A  Certificate  will  l)e  required  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
regiment  to  which  the  candidate  belongs,  or  has  belonged,  that  he 
possesses  all  the  qualificafions  of  a  good  adjutant.  The  examination 
for  Inigade  major  will  be  especially  directed  to  the  points  more  imme- 
diately connected  with  the  duties  attached  to  the  appointment,  as 
"  Military  Law,"  the  "  General  Orders  of  the  Army,"  tlie  "  War 
Office  Regulations,"  and,  in  tactics,  all  that  relates  to  alignments,  points 
of  formation,  distances,  &c.  &c.  The  subjects  of  examinatit)n  are  the 
same  as  in  that  for  the  appointment  of  aide-de-camp,  but  the  examina- 
tion will  be  throughout  of  a  higlicr  order. 

DEPury  AssiSTAXTS  Adjutant-Gexekal,  and  Quartermaster- 

General. 

Military  Drawing  and  Sketching,  Judgment  of  Ground,  and  its 
Occupatinn  by  all  Arms. — The  candidate  will  be  required  to  make  a 
rapid  sketch  on  liorseback,  with  report,  of  about  six  square  miles  of 
country,  and  to  select  a  position  wliich  inighl   be  occupied  by  a  given 
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force  of  tlie  three  arms,  for  some  stated  object,  and  to  yliow  how  he 
would  dispose  the  troops  for  that  purpose,  lie  will  afterwards  be 
required  to  make  a  correct  and  more  finished  plan  of  the  position 
selected,  with  the  disposition  of  the  troops  shown  upon  it. 

Practical  Geometry  and  Trigonoiiietrij. — The  examination  in  these 
subjects  will  be  limited  to  determining  heights  and  distances  by  ground 
problems,  and  the  ordinary  trigonometrical  calculations,  Avith  the  aid  of 
logarithms. 

Castrametation.  —  The  candidate  will  be  expected  to  know  the  mode 
of  encampment  of  each  arm  of  the  service. 

Permanent  Fortification. — The  theory  and  construction  of  perma- 
nent works  as  exemplified  in  Vaubau's,  or  any  other  system  the 
candidate  may  select,  as  well  as  the  modes  of  attack  and  defence 
applicable  to  them. 

Military  History  and  Geography. — The  candidate  will  be  expected 
to  give  proof  that  he  has  carefully  studied  at  least  four  of  the  most 
memorable  modern  campaigns,  of  which  the  details  are  best  knoAvn, 
such  as  those  of  Wellington,  Marlborough,  Napoleon,  and  Frederick 
tlie  Great,  and  in  these  he  must  be  able  to  explain  the  apparent  objects 
of  the  movements,  and  the  reasons  which  he  sup])oses  led  to  their 
adoption,  and  further  to  describe  the  military  geography  of  the  seat 
of  war.  In  languages,  as  well  as  tactics,  the  examination  will  be  of  a 
higher  order  for  these  than  for  the  preceding  a})j)ointments. 

Assistants  Adjutant  and  Qiakteijmasteu-General. 
The  examination   for  these  appointments    will  be   the  same    as  the 
above,  with   the  addition  of  elementary  mechanics,   (/.  e.,   statics  and 
Hydrostatics,)  so  far  as  it  is  necessary  for  military  objects,  such  as  the 
coustruction  of  dams,  military  bridges,  &c. 

By  command   of  His   Royal  Highness  the   General  Commanding 
iu  Chief, 

G.  A.  Wet II KR ALE, 

Adj  utant-Gencral. 


Appendix  IV. 
Report  of  the  Councie  of  ^Military  Education. 


Part  I. 


On  Examinations  for  Direct  Appointments. 

1.  The  Council  reconnneuds  that  the  system  of  examinations  to  be 
presently  described  shall  commence  in  January  I808. 

2.  That  the  examinations  be  held  quarterly  in  London,  and  conducted 
under  the  direction  of  the  Council,  by  examiners  to  be  appointed 
annually  by  tlie  Commander-in-Chief,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War.  The  examiners  to  I)e  wholly  unconnected 
with  any  schools  or  places  of  instruction  furnishing  candidates  for 
examination. 

3.  That,  in  order  to  idlow  sufficient  time  for  the  ccjmplelion  of  a 
liberal  education,  the  age  of  candidates  examined  for  direct  appoint- 
ments be  from  the  1st  January  I808,  not  under  17  years,  and  alter  the 
let  January  I8o9,  not  under  18  years,  the  lulest  limit  being  iu  each 
case  21  years. 
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4.  The  candidate  to  produce  a  certificate  of  baptism,  or  other  satis- 
factory proof  of  his  age. 

The  candidate  to  be  examined  by  a  Medical  Board,  to  ascertain  that 
he  is  in  every  point  of  view,  as  regards  his  physical  constitution,  fit 
for  military  service. 

He  will  produce  a  certificate  from  a  minister  of  the  Church  or  of  the 
denomination  to  which  he  belongs,  that  he  has  been  duly  instructed  iu 
the  principles  of  religion. 

The  candidate  is  further  to  produce  a  certificate  from  the  master  or 
tutor  under  whom  he  has  been  educated  of  his  general  moral  conduct 
for  at  least  the  two  preceding  years. 

He  will  also  forward,  when  reporting  himself  prepared  for  examina- 
tion, a  statement  of  the  subjects  in  which  he  wishes  to  be  examined, 
including  the  names  of  the  classical  authors,  and,  in  the  case  ofhistoiy, 
the  course  he  has  been  reading. 

5.  The  following  to  be  the  subjects  of  examination,  viz.  : — 

The  Classics. 
Mathematics. 
English  Language. 
French  Language. 
Other  modern  languages. 

History,  Ancient  and  Modern,  with  Geography. 
Natural  Sciences  ;  i.  e.,  Mineralogy  and  Geology. 
Experimental  Sciences  ;  i.  e.,   Chemistry,    Heat,    Electricity,    in- 
cluding Magnetism. 
Drawing. 

Of  the  above,  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  following  portions  of 
subjects  will  be  deemed  indispensable,  and  the  want  of  it  considered  a 
ground  of  disqualification,  viz.  : — 

1.  In  Mathematics  :  Arithmetic,  including  Vulgar  and  Decimal  Frac- 
tions ;  Proportion  ;  Extraction  of  the  Square  and  Cube  Eoot,  and 
Interest  ;  Algebra,  including  Fractions,  Simple  Equations  and  ques- 
tions producing  them;  and  the  use  of  Logarithmic  Tables. 

Euclid,  the  first  four  books. 

2.  In  the  English  language  the  candidate  will  be  required  to  wi'ite 
correctly,  and  in  a  good  legible  hand,  from  dictation. 

To  composQ  grammatically. 

3.  In  the  French  Language,  to  read,  translate,  and  parse  a  prose 
author,  and  to  write  from  dictation. 

4.  In  History,  that  of  England  and  its  dependencies  (with  Geo- 
graphy) Avill  be  required. 

5.  In  Drawing,  the  candidate  will  be  required  to  shoAV  that  he  has  a 
fair  use  of  the  pencil. 

6.  To  each  of  the  subjects  enumerated  in  paragraph  o,  it  is  proposed 
to  allot  marks  as  follows,  viz.  : — 

^,      .             r  Latin         -             -     2,000  "1  o  rnn 

Classics      -((.reek      -              -     1,600  /  '  ^'^^ 

Mathematics,  Pure  and  Mixed    -              -  -  3,600 

English  Language              .              .              -  -  1,200 

French  Language          .              -                -  -  1,200 

Any  othei'  modern  language                 -  -  800 

History,  with  Geography,  Ancient   and   Modern  1,200 

Natural  Sciences,  Mineralogy  and  Geology  -  600 

Experimental  Sciences,  Chemistry,  Heat,  &c.  -  600 

Drawing                ...  -  500 
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Out  of  the  above,  there  will  be  allotted  to  the  portions  of  subjects! 
noted  in  paragraph  o  as  indispensable,  marks  as  follows  : — 

Mathematics  -  ...      1,200 

English  -  -  -  -         -         400 

French  -  -  -  -         400 

Histoiy,  &c.      -  -  -  -  -         400 


2,400 


And  of  these  at  least  three  fourths  in  each  subject  will  be  required 
from  all  candidates,  making  in  all  1,800  marks  as  a  minimum  in  the 
subjects  deemed  indispensable. 

In  respect  to  other  subjects,  or  portions  of  subjects,  left  as  voluntarj 
for  examination,  it  will  be  required  that  in  these  such  a  number  of 
marks  shall  be  obtained  as  shall  raise  the  total  number  necessary  for 
qualification  to  3,000. 

The  system  of  marks  above  recommended  is  hereto  annexed,  for  the 
sake  of  clearness,  in  a  tabular  form. 

7.  In  estimating  the  marks  attained  at  the  quarterly  examinations, 
no  subjects  left  voluntary  will  be  allowed  to  count,  unless  one  fifth  of 
the  number  allotted  to  them  be  gained. 

With  regard  to  the  classics,  the  Council  is  of  opinion  that  no 
particular  authors,  or  portions  of  authors,  should  be  announced  as  those 
in  which  candidates  are  to  be  examined,  but  that  a  sufficient  number  of 
printed  questions  should  be  pi'epared,  of  different  degrees  of  difficulty, 
and  as  varied  as  possible  in  the  books  usually  read  at  schools,  so  as  to 
place  candidates  from  different  educational  establishments  on  an  equal 
footing. 

Passages  wiU  be  set  for  translation  from  the  classical  and  modern 
languages  into  English,  and  also  from  English  into  those  languages. 

No  candidate  to  be  allowed  more  than  two  trials,  but  the  second  may 
take  place  at  any  interval  after  the  first,  provided  the  limit  of  age  be 
not  exceeded.  In  the  second  examination,  no  ci'edit  to  be  given  for 
any  subjects  in  which  the  candidate  may  have  passed  in  the  first,  but 
all  his  subjects  to  be  taken  uj)  afresh. 

8.  It  is  recommended  that  the  result  of  each  quarterly  examination 
should  be  reported  to  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  that  the  names  of 
any  candidates  who  distinguish  themselves  should  be  specially  brought 
to  his  notice. 

9.  In  this  Report  the  Council  has  confined  its  attention  to  the 
question  of  examinations  for  direct  appointments  ;  and  in  order  to 
facilitate  the  consideration  of  the  plan  now  submitted,  the  Council  has 
not  mixed  up  with  it  any  matters  of  mere  detail  not  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  the  estimation  of  the  value  of  the  principles  it  desires  to 
establish. 

The  Council,  however,  thinks  it  right  to  state,  that  the -proposed 
arrangements,  being  based  upon  the  leading  principle  that  nothing 
should  be  required  from  candidates  but  those  studies  which  may  Ix' 
considered  nearly  equally  valuable  in  every  walk  of  life,  so  that  the 
time  devoted  to  their  acquisition  should  not  have  been  thrown  away 
even  by  those  unsuccessful  at  the  militaiy  examinatii)n,  it  has  not  Ik-ou 
thought  expedient  to  i-equire  from  Candi<lates  :inv  knowledge  of  striclly 
professional  subjects,  as,  Ibr  example,  of  foitiiii-ation,  military  draw- 
ing, &c. 

It  therefore  becomes  necessary  to  facilitate  tin;  acquisition  of  such 
knowledge  by  a  subsequent  course  of  military  instruction,  on  which  the 
Council  will  report  hereafter. 
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Lastly,  the  Council  strongly  recommends  that  commissions  should  at 
first  be  only  considered  provisional,  and  not  be  finally  confirmed  until 
the  candidate  .^hall  have  passed  throu<rh  a  course  of  regimental  and 
general  professional  instruction,  which  will  be  defined  in  a  subsequent 
report. 

J).  A.  Camerox,  Major-General. 

J.  E.  PoRTLOCK,  Colonel. 

J.  E.  Addisox,  Lieut. -Colonel. 

Tabul4r  View  of  the  Systi;m  of  JIakks  proposed  for  the  Quarterly  Examinations 
of  Candidates  for  direct  Commissions. 


Subjects. 

Total 

Number  of 

Marks 

allotted. 

Minimum 
Number  of 

Marks 
allowed  to 

count, 

viz.,  One 

rifth. 

Number 
of  Marks  for 

Portions 
of  Subjects 
which  are 
obligatory. 

^linimum 
Number  of 

•Marks 
allowed  to 

count  in 
obli<ratory 

Subjects. 

Mathematics 
English         -         -         - 
French         -         -          . 
Any  other  modern  Ian-  "1 
guage       -         -         -J 
History,  with  geography 

2,000 
1,600 
3,600 
1,200 
1,200 

800 

1,200 

COO 
600 
.500 

400 
320 

IGO 

120 

120     -l 
1 
100 

1,200 
400 
400 

400 

Add      fiom 
other   sub- 
jects     left 
voluntary 

900 
300 
300 

300 

Natural  Sciences 
Experimental  Sciences  - 
Drawing        -         .         - 

,1,800 
Y     1,200 

Minimum  number  of  marks  for  qualification 

3,000 

D.  A.  CAMEEON,  Major-General. 

J.  E.  PORTLOCK,  Colonel. 

J.  E.  ADDISOX,  Lieut. -Colonel. 


Memorandum  hy  the  Council  of  jllUtnri/  Edxcatloa  in  reference  to 
Part  I.  of  its  lit  port. 

24th  Xoveinljer,  1857. 

Ix  the  scheme  of  examination  for  Direct  Connnissions,  before  pro- 
])0.sed,  the  Council  reconnnended  that  the  candidates  should  be  required 
to  take  up  the  four  Ijooks  of  Euclid,  and  also  to  obtain  at  least  three 
tburths  of  the  marks  allotted  to  the  portions  of  the  following  subjects, 
which  were  considered  indispensable,  viz..  Mathematics,  English, 
French,  and  History.  The  Council  has  since  superintended  two 
examinations  for  commissions  at  Burlington  House,  and  has  seen,  with 
great  regret,  that  the  present  low  state  of  education  of  the  candidates 
is  such  as  to  render  some  modification  of  the  above  requirements  neces- 
sary, under  existing  circumstances,  tuitil  the  improvement  in  their 
f  ducat  ion,  which  may  be  fairly  anticipated,  may  enable  it  to  return  to 
the  original  arrangement. 

For  this  ])urpose  the  Council  now  submits,  for  the  consideration  of 
His  Royal  Highness  the  General  Commanding  in  Chief,  that  the  books 
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of  Euclid  in  which  the  candidate  will  be  examined  may  be  reduced 
from  four  to  three,  and  that  the  maximum  number  of  marks  in  Elemen- 
tary Mathematics  shall  l^e  as  follows  : — 

Arithmetic  -  -  -     400'] 

Algebra         ...  -     400  V  1,200  Marks. 

Euclid,  the  first  three  books  -     400  J 

Of  which  total  number,  1,200,  the  candidate  will  be  required  to  obtain 
oOO,  instead  of  the  present  minimum  of  900.  By  this  arrangement  the 
candidate,  by  being  well  prepared  in  arithmetic  and  algebra,  may 
ol)tain  the  required  minimum  of  oOO  marks  in  those  subjects  alone, 
without  attempting  Euclid.  Or,  if  he  take  up  Euclid,  the  minimum  on 
the  three  sul)jects  is  so  low  that  a  very  moderate  knowledge  of  each 
will  ensure  his  passing. 

In  the  other  obligatory  subjects  the  minimum  is  also  proposed  to  be 
reduced  from  three-fourths  to  one-half,  so  that  the  revised  scale  will  be 
that  shoAvn  in  the  enclosed  table. 

If  the  above  modification  be  approved,  the  Council  suggests  that  it 
should  submit  a  revision  of  the  Horse  Guards  Memorandum,  of  the 
1st  August,  for  the  consideration  of  his  Royal  Highness. 

D.  A.  Camerox,  Major-General. 

J.  E.  PoRTLOCK,  Colonel. 

J.  E.  Addison.  Lieut. -Colonel. 


Memorandum. 

The  following  regulations,  in  regard  to  the  examination  of  gentlemen 
preparatory  to  receiving  commissions  in  the  army,  will  take  eifect  from 
the  1st  Jainiary,  1858,  in  lieu  of  those  issued  on  the  1st  August  last, 
which  it  has  been  found  desirable  to  modify  for  the  present — 

1.  The  examinations  of  candidates  for  dii'cct  commissions,  will  l>c 
held  quarterly,  in  London,  and  conducted,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Council  of  Military  Education  by  examiners  appointed  for  the  purpose. 

2.  The  age  of  candidates  examined  for  direct  appointments  will  be, 
from  the  first  January,  18o8,  not  under  seventeen  years  ;  and,  after  the 
1st  January,  18o9,  not  under  eighteen  years,  the  latest  limit  being  in 
each  case  twenty-one  years. 

3.  The  candidate  will  be  required  to  produce  a  certificate  of  baptism, 
or  other  satisfactory  proof  of  his  age. 

The  candidate  will  be  examined  by  a  Medical  Board  to  ascertain 
that  he  is,  in  every  point  of  view,  as  regards  his  physical  constitution, 
fit  fur  military  service. 

He  will  produce  a  certificate  from  a  minister  of  the  church  or  of  the 
denomination  to  which  he  belongs,  that  he  has  been  duly  instructed  in 
the  principles  of  religion. 

The  candidate  will  further  produce  a  certificate  from  the  nnister  or 
tutor  under  wJiom  he  has  been  educated,  of  his  general  moral  conduct, 
for  at  least  the  two  lueceding  years. 

He  will  also  forward,  wlien  reporting  himself  ])i-('pared  for  examina- 
tion, a  statement  of  the  subjects  in  which  he  wishes  to  be  examined, 
including  the  names  of  the  classical  authors,  and,  In  the  case  of  history, 
the  course  he  has  been  reading. 

4.  The  following  will  be  the  subjects  of  examination,  and  the  number 
of  marks  allotted  to  each,  viz.  : — 

Ti       1      •  f  Latin     -     2,000)  ^  ^,,^ 

The  class.es         -    {^.^.^.^.^    _     ^^^.^^     -  -     3,G00 

Mathematics,  pure  and  mixed         -  -  -     3,600 
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English  lauguage  _  -  .  _  1,200 
French  lauguage  -  .  -  .  1,200 
Any  other  modern  language  -  -  -  800 
History,  aucient  and  modern,  Avith  geography  -  1,200 
Natural  sciences,  i.e.,  mineralogy  and  geology  -  600 
Experimental  sciences,  i.e.  chemistry,  heat,  elec- 
tricity, including  magnetism  -  -  -  600 
Drawing           -              -                 _              _  .  500 

0.  There  will  be  a  strict  examination  in  the  following  portions  of 
the  above  subjects,  and  the  minimum  number  of  mai'ks  assigned  to  each 
will  be  required  for  qualification,  viz.  : — 

1 .  In  mathematics,  arithmetic,  including  vulgar  and  decimal  fractious, 
proportion,  extraction  of  the  square  and  cube  root  and  interest — 400 
marks  allotted. 

Algebra,  including  fractions,  simple  equations  and  questions  pro- 
ducing them,  and  the  use  of  logarithmic  tables — 400  marks  allotted. 
Euclid,  the  first  three  books — 400  marks  allotted. 

Total  1,200  marks,  of  which  a  minimum  of  500  marks,  reckoned  on  the 
three  subjects  together,  Avill  be  requii'ed. 

2.  In  the  English  language  the  candidate  Avill  be  I'equired  to 
write  correctly  and  in  a  good  legible  hand  from  dictation.  To  com- 
pose grammatically — 400  marks  allotted,  of  which  the  minimum  for 
qualification  will  be  200  marks, 

3.  In  the  French  language,  to  read,  translate,  and  parse  a  prose 
author,  and  to  write  from  dictation — 400  marks  allotted,  of  Avhich  the 
minimum  for  qualification  will  be  200  marks. 

4.  In  history,  that  of  England  with  its  dependencies  (Avith  geo- 
graphy) Avill  be  required — 400  marks  allotted,  of  which  the  minimum 
for  qualification  will  be  200  marks. 

o.  In  di'awing,  the  candidate  will  be  required  to  show  that  he  has  a 
fair  use  of  the  pencil. 

And  out  of  the  remaining  subjects  or  portions  of  subjects  which  are 
left  to  the  option  of  the  candidate,  it  Avill  be  required  that  such  a 
number  of  marks  shall  be  obtained  as  shall  raise  the  total  number 
necessary  for  qualification  to  2,400. 

The  system  of  marks  above  stated  is  hereto  annexed,  for  the  sake  of 
clearness,  in  a  tabular  form. 

6.  In  estimating  the  marks  attained  at  the  quarterly  examinations, 
no  subjects  left  voluntary  will  be  allowed  to  count  unless  one-fifth  of 
the  number  allotted  to  them  be  gained. 

With  regard  to  the  classics,  no  particular  authors  or  portions  of 
authors  will  be  announced  as  those  in  which  candidates  will  be 
examined,  but  a  sufficient  number  of  printed  questions  will  be  prepared 
of  different  degrees  of  difficulty,  and  as  varied  as  possible  in  the  books 
usually  read  at  schools,  so  as  to  place  candidates  from  different  educa- 
tional establishments  on  an  equal  footing. 

Passages  will  be  set  for  translation  from  the  classical  and  modern 
languages  into  English,  and  also  from  English  into  those  languages. 

iso  candidate  will  be  allowed  more  than  two  trials,  but  the  second 
may  take  place  at  any  interval  after  the  first,  provided  the  limit  of  age 
be  not  exceeded.  In  the  second  examination  no  credit  will  be  given 
for  any  subjects  in  which  the  candidates  may  have  passed  in  the  first. 

7.  The  result  of  each  Quarterly  Examination  will  be  reported  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  and  the  names  of  any  candidates  who  distinguish 
themselves  will  be  specially  brought  to  his  notice. 
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Tabulab  View  of  the  System  of  Marks  for  the  Quarterly  Examination  of 
Candidates  for  direct  Commissions. 


Subjects. 

Total 

Number  of 

Marks 

allotted. 

^Minimum 

Number  of 

Marks 

allowed 

to  count, 

viz.  One 

Fifth. 

Number 
of  Jlarks  for 

Portions 
of  Subjects 
which  are 
obligatory. 
See  par.  5. 

ilinimum 
Number  of 

Marks 
allowed  to 

count  in 
obligatory 

Subjects. 
See  par.  5. 

Mathematics 

English 
French 
Any    other    modern  "1 

language       -         -  J 
History,    with   Geo-  "1 

graphy         -          -  / 
Natural  Sciences 
Experimental  Sciences 
Drawing 

2,000 
1,600 

3,600 

1,200 
1,200 

800 

1,200 

600 
600 
500 

400 
320 

160 

120 
120 
100 

Arithmetic  400 
Algebra  -  400 
Euclid, 
3  books  -  400 

400 

400 

400 

500 

200 
200 

200 

Add  from  other  subjects  or  portions  of  subjects  left  voluntary    - 

1,100 
1,300 

Minimum  Number 

of  Marks  for  Q 

ualification 

- 

2,400 

Memorandum  of  Council  of  Military  Education. 

2ncl  July,  1858. 

The  present  very  urgent  demand  for  officers  having  been  represented 
to  the  Council  of  Military  Pklucation,  it  has  appeared  desirable  to 
recommend  such  modifications  in  the  scheme  of  examination  as  will 
it  is  believed,  adapt  it  to  present  cu'cumstances.  The  Council  therefore 
begs  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  Memorandum  of  the  1st  December,  ^1857, 
with  the  modifications  it  would  propose  shown  in  red  inl'. 

The  Council  recommends  that  the  obligatory  subjects  shall  be 
limited  to  English  and  to  elementary  mathematics,  reducing  the 
minimum  in  the  latter  from  500  to  400  marks,  but  requiring  that  of 
these  at  least  200  should  be  gained  in  arithmetic.  It  is  also  proposed 
to  give  1,200  marks  to  all  modern  languages,  and  to  the  natural  and 
experimental  sciences  ;  to  raise  those  for  drawing  from  500  to  600 
marks  ;  to  reduce  the  minimum  of  marks  allowed  to  reckon  towards  the 
total  in  subjects  left  voluntary  from  one-tifth  to  one-sixth  of  the  maxi- 
mum laid  down  ;  and  to  lower  the  general  total  from  2,400  to  1,800. 

Should  this  scheme  l)e  approved  by  His  lioyal  Highness,  it  would  bo 
desirable  that  it  should  be  acted  upon  at  the  examination  to  be  lield  on 
the  loth  instant,  and  also  that  it  should  have  a  retrospective  effect  on 
the  results  of  former  examinations. 


The  present  Regulations  for  the  examination  for  direct  commissions, 
in  conformity  with  the  foregoing  recommendations,  are  contained  in 
the  following  Horse  Guards  Memcn'anduni: — 

Ilcjrse  (juards,  2nd  August,  1858. 

The  following  Kegulations  in  regard  to  the  examination  of  gentle- 
men preparatory  to  their  receiving  commissions  in  the  army,  will  take 
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effect  from  this  date,  in  lieu  of  those   issued  on   the   Ist  December  last, 
wliicli  it  has  been  found  desirable  to  modify  for  the  present. 

1.  The  examinations  of  candidates  for  direct  commissions  will  be 
held  quarterly,  or  ofteuer  if  necessary,  in  London,  and  conducted  under 
the  direction  of  the  Council  of  Milit.uy  Education  by  examiners 
appointed  for  the  purpose. 

2.  The  nge  of  candidates  examined  for  direct  appointments  will  be, 
until  further  notice,  not  under  17  years,  the  latest  limit  ibr  the  infantry 
being  23,  and  for  the  cavalry  25  years. 

3.  The  candidate  will  be  required  to  produce  a  certificate  of  baptism 
or  other  satisfoctory  proof  of  his  age. 

The  candidate  will  be  examined  by  a  medical  board  to  ascertain  that 
he  is  in  every  point  of  view  as  regards  his  physical  constitution  fit  for 
military  service. 

He  will  produce  a  certificate  from  a  minister  of  the  church,  or  of 
the  denomination  to  which  he  belongs,  that  he  has  been  duly  instructed 
in  the  jirinciples  of  religion. 

The  candidate  will  further  produce  a  certificate  from  the  master  or 
tutor  under  whom  he  has  been  educated  of  his  general  moral  conduct 
for  at  least  the  two  preceding  years. 

He  will  also  forward,  when  re})orting  himself  to  the  military  secre- 
tary jn'eparcd  for  examination,  a  statement  of  the  subjects  in  which  he 
wishes  to  be  examined. 

4.  The  following  will  be  the  sulyects  of  examination,  and  the  number 
of  marks  allotted  to  each,  viz.: — 

The  classics  {I;».-^'^J;;S^}        "  '  '    ».««» 

Mathematics,  pure  and  mixed         -  -  -    3,600 

English  language         -  -  ...    1,200 

French,  or  any  other  modern  lam^uage,  including 

Ilindostani'       -  -  -  '    -  -    1,200 

History,  ancient  and  modern,  with  geography        -    1,200 
Natural  sciences,  i.e.  mineralogy  and  geology         -    1,200 
Experimental  sciences,  i.e.  chemistry,  heat,  electri- 
city, including  magnetism  _  _  .    1,200 
Drawing           .                .               -              -  -       600 

5.  Of  the  foregoing  subjects,  the  elementary  branches  of  mathe- 
matics and  the  English  language,  to  the  extent  stated  in  the  following 
paragraj)h  will  be  considered  obligatory  : — 

1.  In  mathematics,  1,200  marks  Avill  l)e  given  to  the  following 
obligatory  portions,  viz.:  —  Arithmetic,  including  vulgar  and 
decimal  fractions,  proportion,  extraction  of  the  square  root,  and 
simple  interest. 

Algebra,  including  fraction,  simple  equations,  and  questions  jiro- 
ducing  them  ;  Euclid,  the  first  three  books. 

Of  the  1,200  marks  allotted  to  the  foregoing  portions  of  mathe- 
matics, 400  will  be  reciuired  for  qualification,  and  of  these  at  least 
200  must  be  obtained  in  arithmetic. 

2.  In  the  English  language  the  candidate  will  be  required  to  write 
correctly  and  in  a  good  legible  hand  from  dictation,  and  to  compose 
grammatically.  He  will  be  expected  to  obtain  at  least  200  marks 
in  this  subject. 

And  out  of  the  remaining  subjects  or  portions  of  subjects  which  are 
left  to  the  option  of  the  candidate,  it  Avill  be  required  that  such  a 
number  of  marks  shall  be  obtained  as  shall  raise  the  total  number 
necessary  for  qualification  to  1,800. 
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6.  Ill  estimating  the  marks  no  subjects  left  voluntary  will  be  allowed 
to  count  unless  one  sixth  of  the  number  allotted  to  them  be  gained. 

With  regard  to  the  classics  it  -svill  no  longer  be  necessary  for  the 
candidate  to  forward  the  names  of  tlie  authors  in  which  he  Avishes  to 
be  examined,  as  passages  will  be  given  for  translation  from  the  books 
usually  read  at  schools  ;  grammatical  questions  will  be  set,  and  English 
passages  also  given  for  translation  into  the  Latin  and  Greek  languages. 

An  unsuccessful  candidate  may  be  examined  at  any  of  the  subse- 
quent examinations  until  he  has  exceeded  the  maximum  age.  In  the 
subsequent  examinations  no  credit  Avill  be  given  for  any  subjects  in 
which  the  candidate  may  have  passed  on  the  former  occasions. 

7.  The  result  of  each  examination  Avill  be  reported  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, and  the  names  of  any  candidates  who  distinguished 
themselves  will  be  specially  brought  to  his  notice. 


Pakt  II. 
On  the  Instruction  of  Officers  and  Examhiation  for  Promotion. 

8th  July,  18J7. 

1.  In  its  report  upon  examinations  for  direct  appointments,  the 
Council  recommended  tliat  no  other  knowledge  should  be  required  from 
candidates  than  that  usually  included  in  the  course  of  instruction  at  the 
ordinary  schools  of  the  country.  It  may  be  assumed,  therefore,  that 
eveiy  officer  on  entering  the  army  will  possess  the  liberal  education  of 
a  gentleman,  and  it  will  now  be  necessary  to  pi'ovide  that  he  shall  acquire 
after  joining,  the  professional  knowledge  which  is  essential  to  his 
efficiency  as  an  officer. 

With  this  view  the  Council  recommended,  at  the  close  of  the  first 
part  of  its  report,  that  gentlemen,  on  passing  their  examination  for 
entrance  to  the  army,  should  be  appointed  to  commissions  only  provi- 
sionally in  the  first  instance,  and  the  Council  now  repeats  that  recom- 
mendation, and  suggests  that  the  officer's  commission  should  not  be 
confirmed  until  he  shall  have  passed  through  the  courses  of  regimental 
and  general  professional  instruction,  to  be  presently  defined. 

3.  With  regard  to  the  more  general  professional  instruction  here 
adverted  to,  the  Council  would  have  much  desired  that  the  period  of 
imparting  it  could  have  been  postponed  until  the  young  oflicer  had  been 
prepared  by  service  to  appreciate  the  value  of  its  principles  and  its 
practical  bearings,  but  this  the  peculiar  character  of  the  British  service 
appears  to  preclude.  At  all  times  more  than  half  of  the  infiintry  of  the 
line  is  on  foreign  service.  India  and  the  Cape,  comprising  nearly  one- 
third  of  that  force,  have  hitherto  been  subject  to  periodical  wars,  and 
even  in  peace  cannot  be  said  to  be  favourable  stations  for  the  purposes 
of  military  education.  Australia  is,  perhaps,  equally  unfavourable. 
If,  therefore,  such  instruction,  and  the  consequent  examination,  were 
deferred  until  recpiired  as  a  qualification  for  promotion,  the  exigencies 
of  the  service  would  in  nuuiy  cases  interfere  with  its  cfticieucy,  or 
entirely  stop  its  progress. 

Again,  there  would  appear  to  be  no  means  of  imparting  the  profes- 
sional information  required,  on  such  a  system,  but  l>y  tJie  establish- 
ment of  instructors  at  head  quarters  of  districts  and  commands,  or  of 
an  instructor  in  each  regiment.  The  Council  cannot  recommend  either 
of  these  plans,  from  the  difficulty  and  expense  of  jnoviding  so  many 
instructors,  as  well  as  from  tlu;  inq»ossibility  of  maintaining  an  uniform 
system  among  so  many  scattered  establishments. 

It  is  evident,  therefore,   that  the  only  practicable  mode   of  ensuring 
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that  every  officer,  without  exceptiou,  shall  bo  instructed  iu  the  princi 
pies  and  details  of  those  professional  subjects  with  which  it  is  essential 
he  should  be  acquainted,  is  by  giving  such  instruction   simultaneously 
with    the  instruction   in  his  regimental  duties  ;    and  this  system  the 
Council  accordingly  recommends. 

4.  The  following  are  the  courses  of  regimental  and  general  instruc- 
tion, referred  to  in  par.  2, 

In  his  regimental  instruction,  it  will  be  required,  if  an  infantry 
officer, — 

1.  That  he  shall  have  a  thorough  knoAvledge  of  the  duties  of  a 
regimental  orderly  officer,  and  of  an  officer  commanding  a  guard. 

2.  That  he  shall  be  able  to  put  a  company  through  the  manual  and 
platoon  exercise,  and  to  exercise  both  a  squad  and  company  in  the 
drill  and  evolutions  as  prescribed  in  the  first  two  parts  of  the  regula- 
tions for  the  field  exercisie  of  the  infantry. 

3.  That  he  shall  be  able  to  command  a  company  in  battalion 
exercise. 

4.  That  he  shall  be  acquainted  with  such  parts  of  the  Queen's  Regu- 
lations and  Orders  of  the  Army  as  relate  to  the  duties  and  conduct  of 
a  subaltern  officer,  and  with  the  Mutiny  Act  and  Articles  of  War,  so 
far  as  is  necessary  for  the  performance  of  his  duties  as  member  of  a 
Court-martial. 

5.  That  he  shall  be  acquainted  Avith  the  Regulations  relative  to  the 
pay,  subsistence,  and  clothing  of  the  soldier,  with  the  method  of  keep- 
ing the  soldier's  accounts,  and  with  the  price  of  each  article  of 
regimental  necessaries. 

6.  That  he  shall  know  the  nature  and  weight  of  each  article  of  n 
soldier's  equipment. 

7.  That  he  shall  be  thoroughly  instructed  in  rifle  drill  and  practice, 
and  in  the  theoretical  principles  of  musketry,  as  defined  in  the 
authorized  book  of  instruction. 

The  more  general  professional  instruction  of  the  provisional  ensign 
will  comprise — 

1.  The  principles  of  fortification,  so  far  as  necessary  for  the  attack 
and  defence  of  small  posts,  and  for  the  construction  of  simple  intrench- 
ments,  redoubts,  and  field  forts ;  profiling  and  tracing  on  the  ground  ; 
gabion  and  fascine  making,  &c. 

2.  Camping,  hutting,  the  construction  of  field  ovens  and  cook-houses, 
and  other  simple  camp  and  field  engineering. 

3.  Military  reports  on  roads,  villages,  &c.  Reconnoissance  on  a 
small  scale.     Outpost  duties. 

4.  Instruction  in  gun  drill. 

Instruction  will  also  be  given  in  field  sketching  with  instruments  to 
such  Officers  as  may  desire  it. 

The  study  of  these  subjects  Avould  be  greatly  facilitated  by  text- 
books of  a  simple  character,  which  might  be  prepared  for  the  purpose. 

5.  To  cairy  out  the  general  professional  instruction  above  detailed, 
the  Council  proposes — 

That  one  principal  instructor  should  be  appointed  to  each  depot 
battalion  station,  and  that  assistant  instructors  should  be 
appointed  wlierever  necessary. 

The  i)rincipul  instructors  to  be  officers  not  under  the  substantive 
rank  of  captain,  Avith  the  usual  staff"  pay  of  9^.  6d.  a-day  ;  and 
the  assistants  to  be  subalterns  Avith  such  additional  pay  as  may 
be  considered  proper. 

6.  The  discipline  of  officers'  schools  should,  it  is  recommended,  be 
under  the  supervision  of  the  officer  commandiuff  at  the  station. 
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In  matters  relating  to  education,  the  military  instructor  will  report, 
through  the  officer  commanding,  to  the  Council  of  Military  Education. 

Students  at  the  officers'  schools,  after  haviug  completed  their  regi- 
mental course  of  instruction,  will  continue  to  attend  one  parade  a-day, 
orderly  duty,  regimental  courts-martial  as  supernumeraries,  and  such  other 
duties  as  may  not  interfere  with  their  course  of  professional  instruction. 

7.  It  is  computed  that  the  courses  of  regimental  and  general  profes- 
sional instruction  will  together  last  about  twelve  mouths  ;  and  that  the 
number  of  provisional  ensigns  under  instruction  Avill  average  three  per 
regiment  of  infantry. 

8.  With  regard  to  the  regimental  instruction,  the  Council  recommends 
that  the  candidate  shall  be  examined,  Avhenever  prepared,  by  a  board  of 
field  officers  appointed  under  the  direction  of  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

And  as  respects  the  general  professional  instruction  above  described, 
it  is  recommended  that  examinations  therein  be  held  quarterly,  by  one 
or  more  members  of  the  Council  of  Military  Education,  at  the  several 
depot  battalion  stations  ;  and  that  on  the  provisional  ensign  satisfoctorily 
passing  the  same,  his  rank  shall  be  confirmed. 

9.  In  respect  to  officers  receiving  their  first  appointments  to  the 
Guards,  the  course  proposed  will  be  the  same. 

One  officers'  school  will  be  required  for  the  division  of  Guards  ;  it 
will  average  from  10  to  12  students,  and  it  is  suggested  that  it  might 
be  established  at  Croydon. 

10.  With  respect  to  the  cavalry,  it  will  be  necessary,  as  there  are  no 
depots  (with  exception  of  Maidstone  and  Canterbury)  for  that  service, 
that  the  regimental,  as  well  as  the  more  general  professional  instruc- 
tion, shall  be  imparted  at  officers'  schools,  which  it  is  proposed  shall 
be  established  at  two  or  more  stations  which  are  the  head-quarters  of 
cavalry  regiments. 

The  cornet,  on  receiving  his  provisional  appointment,  will  at  once 
join  one  of  these  schools,  being  attached  to  the  cavalry  regiment  at  the 
station,  in  which  he  will  leavn  his  regimental  duties.  He  Avill  be  exa- 
mined, when  prepared,  in  the  course  of  regimental  instruction  to  be 
presently  defined  by  a  board  of  field  officers  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Commander-in-Chief;  and  in  his  more  general  professional  instruction 
by  the  Council  of  Military  Education';  on  successfully  passing  which 
examinations  his  provisional  rank  will  Vje  confirmed. 

The  following  are  the  respective  courses  of  instruction  that  will  be 
required  of  the  provisional  cornet  for  confirmation  of  his  rank  : — 

In  the  regimental  course  of  instruction  it  will  be  required — 

1.  That  the  cornet  shall  have  acquired  a  thorough  knowledge  of  tho 

duties  of  a  regimental  orderly  officer  and  of  an  officer  command- 
ing a  guard. 

2.  That  he  shall  have   learnt  his   foot  drill  and  sword  exercise,  and 

have  been  instructed  in  the  single  and  double  ride  ;  that  he  shall 
be  able  to  put  a  troop  through  the  carbine,  lance,  and  sword 
exercise,  and  to  exercise  both  a  squad  and  troop  in  the  drill  and 
evolutions  prescribed  in  the  Cavalry  Exercise  Book. 

3.  Tliat  he  shall  be  able  to  connnand  a  troop  in  squadron  exercise. 

4.  That  he  shall  be  acquainted  with  such  parts  of  the  Queen's  Kegu- 

lalions  and  Ordci-s  for  the  Army  as  relate  to  the  duties  and 
conduct  of  a  subaltern  officer  ;  and  with  the  Mutiny  Act  and 
Articles  of  War,  so  far  as  is  necessary  for  the  performance  of 
his  duties  as  member  of  a  Court-martial. 

5.  That  he  shall  1)0  acquainted  with  the  regulations  relating    to  the 

pay,  subsistence,  and  clothing  of  the  soldiei',  with  the  method  of 
keeping  the  soldier's  accounts,  and  with  the  price  of  each  article 
of  regimental  necessaries. 
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6.  That  he  shall  make  himself  master  of  the  detail  of  saddlery,  the 

mode  of  fitting  the  saddle,  bridle,  &c.,  and  of  the  whole  equip- 
ment of  the  cavalry  soldier  and  his  horse. 

7.  That  he  shall  be  thoroufihly  instructed  in  carbine  drill  and  prac- 

tice, and  in  the  theoretical  principles  of  the  same. 
The  general  professional  instruction  at   the  cavalry  officers'  school 
will  comprise  : — 

1.  The  principles  of  fortification   so  far  as  necessary  for  the  attack 

and  defence  of  posts,  and  for  the  construction  of  simple  intreuch- 
ments,  redoubts,  and  field  forts. 

2.  Camping,  hutting,  picketing  horses,  and  general   management  of 

horses  in  camp  ;  the  construction  of  field  ovens  and  cook-houses, 
and  other  simple  camp  and  field  engineering. 

3.  Military  reports   on    roads,  villages,   &c.     Keconnoissance    on   a 

small  scale.     Picket  and  outjjost  duties. 

4.  Instruction  in  gun  drill. 

Instruction  will  also  be  given  to  such  officers  as  shall  desire  it  in 
field-sketching,  with  instruments. 

To  carry  out  the  above  course  of  instruction,  the  Council  recom- 
mends that  three  officers'  schools  shall  be  established  for  the  cavalry, 
which  it  is  computed  would  comprise  about  20  students  each,  untler  a 
principal  instructor,  as  before  suggested. 

For  each  cavalry  officers'  school  there  would  be  required  an  additional 
instructor  for  lectures  in  the  veterinary  art. 

11.  Examination  for  Promotion. — The  Council  does  not  jn'opose  any 
further  examination  for  officers  of  either  arm,  with  exception  of  that 
which  is  to  qualify  them  for  their  troop  or  company,  in  which  it  will 
be  required — 

1.  That  the  officer  shall  show  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  provi- 

sions of  the  Mutiny  Act  and  Articles  of  War,  and  of  the  forms 
and  proceedings  of  Courts-martial,  and  shall  give  evidence  of 
having  studied  some  of  the  standard  works  on  that  subject. 

2.  That  the  officer  shall   ])rove  himself  thoroughly  acquainted  with 

the  Queen's  and  the  War  Office  Regulations. 

3.  That  he  shall  understand  perfectly  the  evolutions  of  a  battalion  of 

infantry  or  regiment  of  cavalry,  as  laid  down  in  \\\.v  regulations 
for  those  services  respectively. 

4.  That  he  shall  be  acquainted  with   the  light   infantry  drill,  outpost 

duties,  patrols,  escorts,  advanced  and  rear-guards. 

5.  That  he   shall    perfectly  understand   the  interior    economy  of  a 

troop  or  company,  the  regulations  for  the  messing  and  subsist- 
ence of  the  soldiers,  and  the  established  sysleni  of  keeping  the 
troop  or  company  accounts. 

6.  That  the  officer  shall  show  evidence  of  competency  to  take  charge 

of  a  troop,  company,  or  detacliment,  in   every  })osition  in  Avhich 
it  may  be  placed. 
Lastly,   as  soon  as   the  nccessaiy  text-books   can   be   prepared,  the 
Council  will  propose,  agreeably  to  the  recommendations  of  the 
late  Lord  Ilardinge,   that  the  duties    of  the    Commissariat   in 
relation  to  the  troops,  the   arrangements  for  field  hospitals,  the 
ambulance,  the  land  transport,  the  conveyance  of  reserve  ammu- 
nition,  with    similar   subjects    of  an    entirely   professional   and 
practical  character,  shall  be  required  at  the  ofiicer's  examination 
for  his  troop  or  company. 
The  Council  recommends  that  such  examination  be  conducted  by  a 
Board,  consisting,  where  practical)le,  of  a  general  officer  as  president, 
with  two  staff  or  regimental  fit.ld  officers  as  members,  who  will  report, 
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confidentially,  to  the  military  secretary,  their  opinion  of  the  fitness  of 
the  candidate  for  ])roin<)tioii.  Tlu-v  -will  transmit  at  the  same  time,  to 
the  Council  of  ]NIilitary  Education,  their  written  questions  and  the 
answers  of  the  candidate  at  his  examination. 

12.  With  respect  to  ensigns  already  appointed  who  will  not  have 
had  the  opportunity  of  attending  the  olhcers'  schools,  the  Council 
recommends  that  they  be  examined  for  })romotion  to  the  rank  of  lieu- 
tenant in  the  suhjects  at  ])resent  prescribed  ;  but  that  this  examination 
also  be  conducted,  where  practicable,  by  the  Board  and  in  the  manner 
named  in  the  last  paragraph. 

In  addition  to  the  system  above  reconnnended,  as  adapted  to  pro- 
vide regular  instruction  to  future  officers  entering  the  army,  the  Council 
deems  it  most  desirable  that  those  of  all  ranks  now  serving  should 
liave  the  means  jjlaced  within  their  reach  of  obtaining  that  general 
professional  knowledge  Avhich  has  been  considered  an  indispensable 
part  of  an  officer's  education,  and  also  of  preparing  themselves  for 
competing  as  candidates  for  the  staff  college. 

To  effect  this  object  the  Council  considers  that  it  will  be  expedient 
to  make  the  instruction  de})end  on  the  number  of  officers  who  desire  to 
receive  it  ;  and  for  this  inupose  it  recommends  that — 

1.  lieturns  should  be  required  periodically  from  general  ofldcers  com- 
manding districts,  divisions,  or  lirigades,  of  all  officers  within  their 
command  who  arc  desirous  of  obtaining  professional  instruction.  These 
returns  to  be  forwarded,  at  home  stations,  on  the  1st  April  and  1st  Octo- 
ber, so  that  classes  may  be  formed  and  instructors  appointed  on  the 
1st  May  and  1st  Xovendjer  ;  it  being  proposed  that  there  shall  be  a 
winter  and  a  sunnner  course  of  instruction. 

In  summer  it  will  be  desirable  that  the  instruction  be  principally 
out  of  doors,  as  surveying,  sketching,  reconnoitering,  &c.  ;  and  as  these 
subjects  recpiii'e  a  preliniinaiy  knowledge  of  practical  geometry,  plan 
drawing,  and  the  use  of  instruments,  Avhich  subjects  will  form  the 
winter  course,  it  is  recommended  that  no  officer  who  has  not  received 
the  previous  winter  instruction  shall  be  admitted  to  the  summer  class. 

For  stations  abroad  other  arrangements  will  of  course  be  made  suit- 
able to  the  climate. 

2.  That  an  instructor  be  appointed  whenever  a  class  of,  say,  10  offi- 
cers can  be  formed.  It  is  suggested  that  in  many  cases  the  instructor 
might  be  found  amongst  the  officers  serving  at  the  station,  he  receiving 
a  reasonable  addition  to  his  pay  Avhilst  so  employed. 

3.  That  a  room  or  hut  be  set  apart  for  the  accommodation  of  the  class. 

4.  That  though  the  attendance  is  considered  voluntary,  no  officer 
^liould  be  allowt'd  to  enter  his  name  for  a  class  without  being  warned 
that  lie  is  expected  to  be  regular  iu  his  attendances  ;  and  to  ensure 
iliat  he  is  so,  a  monthly  return  of  attendances  should  be  made  to  the 
Council  of  Military  Kducatinn. 

•5.  Should  tlie  aitcudaiiccs  fall  oil',  the  instructor  may  be  removed  to 
another  station,  or  his  appointment  be  cancelled. 

().  'J'iie  success  of  the  instruction  thus  proposed  to  be  given  would, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Council,  be  much  promoted,  and  the  value  of  that 
hereafter  inq)art(d  at  the  provisional  officers'  schools  tested,  should  an 
order  l»e  issued  to  the  effect  that  every  officer  of  or  below  the  rank  of 
captain  shouM  be  retpiired  each  year  to  reconnoitre  and  report  upon 
some  object  or  locality  in  the  neighbourhood,  considered  iu  reference 
to  a  definite  military  duty  or  operation  iu  (he  field  named  by  the 
General  or  other  Connnauding  Officer. 

7.  The  subject  of  the  required  report  should  be  adapted  to  the  special 
arm  of  the  Service  to  which   the  officer  belongs,  and  ehould  in  the 
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first  instance  be  simple  in   character,  and  increase   pi'ogressively  in 
difficulty. 

8.  That  every  report  be  accompanied  by  a  sketch,  however  rough. 

9.  That  the  number  of  such  sketches  and  reports  to  be  made  annually 
by  each  officer  should  be  regulated  by  authority.  That  they  shall  be 
examined  by  boards  of  officers  appointed  by  the  General  commanding, 
who  should  certify  that  every  captain  and  subaltern  under  his  com- 
mand had  sent  in  his  report  and  sketch.  And  finally,  that  those  of 
particular  merit  should  be  selected  from  the  rest,  and  transmitted  to 
the  Commander-in-Chief,  Avith  the  names  of  the  officers  who  had  made 
them,  as  well  as  with  a  general  report  of  the  value  of  all  the  sketches,  &c. 

10.  In  making  the  instruction,  at  the  occasional  classes  above  de- 
scribed, contingent  on  the  number  of  persons  actually  desirous  of 
obtaining  it,  the  Council  has  conformed  itself  to  the  present  wants  of 
the  army,  though  it  hopes  that  the  time  may  come  when  it  may  be 
desirable  to  establish  more  settled  places  of  instruction,  such  as  mili- 
tary institutions,  where  lectures  might  be  given,  and  where  an  officer 
at  any  period  of  his  service  would   be    sure   to   find   the   means   of 


improving  himself. 


D.  A.  Camerox,  Major-General. 

J.  E.  PoRTLOCK,  Colonel. 

J.  E.  Addison,  Lieut. -Colonel. 


Part  UI. 

The  Staff  College. 

It  is  recommended  that  for  the  due  superintendence  of  the  studies 
of  both  the  Junior  and  Senior  Establishments  at  Sandhurst,  the 
Council  of  Military  Education  should  be  constituted  a  Board  of  Visitors 
of  both  Establishments  with  full  authority  to  ascertain  that  eveiy 
branch  of  instruction  is  conducted  according  to  the  regulations,  and 
to  suggest  such  alterations  as  may  be  found  necessary  from  time  to 

time. 

1.  The  Council  recommends  that  the  name  of  the  present  Senior 
Department  be  changed  to  that  of  Staff  College,  and  that  this  College 
be  placed  under  the  charge  of  a  commandant,  Avith  a  quarter-master 
and  staff  non-commissioned  officers  on  its  establishment. 

As  regards  the  position  of  the  Staff  College,  the  Council  has  care- 
fully considered  the  only  serious  objection  Avhich  has  been  urged 
against  its  continuance  at  Sandhurst,  namely,  the  inconvenience  of  too 
much  intercourse  between  the  officers  studying  there  and  the  cadets, 
and  it  must  express  its  conviction  that  that  objection  is  of  a  nature  to 
be  readily  counteracted  by  a  proper  system  of  discipline.  On  the 
other  hand  the  qualities  of  the  ground  in  the  neighbourhood  are  so 
favourable  for  instruction  in  sketching,  and  the  advantage  of  having 
a  quiet  retired  situation  for  study  so  great,  thr*  the  Council  feels  itself 
bound  to  reconamend  that  the  Staff  College  should  be  still  located  at 
Sandhurst. 

2.  It  is  reoommended  that  the  commandant  of  the  Staff  College 
shall,  in  mattesrs  of  discipline,  report  to  the  governor,  and,  in  educational 
matters,  through  the  governor  to  the  Council. 

3.  The  CouQcil  proposes  that  the  Staff  College  shall  be  opened  to 
officers  of  all  arms  of  the  service,  and  that  admission  thereto  shall  be 
by  competitive  examination. 

The  establishment  to  consist,  in  the  first  instance,  of  thirty  students, 
in  the  proportion  of  twenty-five  from  the  cavalry,  guards,   and  line,  to 
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five  from  the  two  orduauce  corps,  should  any  officers  of  those  corps 
desire  to  compete  for  admiiision. 

This  increased  establishment  to  commence  on  the  1st  April,  1858. 

As  it  appears  to  the  Council,  that  the  payment  of  30/.  per  annum  by 
each  student  is  a  heavy  call  on  the  income  of  a  young  officer,  and 
might  deter  those  of  limited  means  from  entering  the  Staff  College, 
while,  under  the  increased  strictness  of  the  system  of  instruction  to  be 
proposed,  it  will  no  longer  be  required  as  a  check  to  officers  becoming- 
students  without  serious  views  of  study — it  is  recommended  that  this 
payment  be  discontinued. 

4.  The  qualifications  for  admission  are  proposed  to  be — 

1.  A  previous  service  of  not  less  than  three  years,  exclusive  of  leaves 

of  absence. 

2.  A  certificate  from  his  Commanding  Officer,  that  the  candidate  is 

an  intelligent,  zealous,  and  well-conducted  officer,  and  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  all  his  duties. 

3.  The  candidate,  if  not  a  captain,  to   have  passed  his  examination 

for  a  troop  or  company. 

4.  A  medical  certificate  of  good  health   and   fitness  for  the  active 

duties  of  the  staff. 

5.  The  Commanding  Officer  of  the  regiment  to  which  the  candidate 
belongs,  will  in  every  case  forward  applications  for  admission  to  the 
Staff  College,  to  the  adjutant-general,  through  the  general  officer  in 
command.  If  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  or  the  general 
commanding,  cannot  recommend  the  application,  the  grounds  of  objec- 
tion to  be  distinctly  stated. 

6.  It  is  recommended  that  a  list  of  applicants  for  the  Staff  College 
be  kept,  and  that  they  be  taken  by  rotation  as  far  as  the  exigencies  of 
the  service  will  permit,  the  number  summoned  to  attend  the  examina- 
tions for  entrance  being  so  regulated  by  the  Council  as  to  ensure  an 
active  competition. 

7.  The  Council  recommends  that  the  competitive  examination  for 
entrance  to  the  Staff  College  shall  comprise  the  following  subjects,  the 
relative  value  of  each  at  the  examination  being  shown  by  the  number 
of  marks  attached  to  it  : — 

ftfarks. 

Mathematics            .....  1,200 

Military  History  and  Geography              -                -  900 

French            -  '             -                -              .                 -  300 

German             .                 .             .             .             .  300 

Fortification         ....                  .  300 

Military  Drawing              ....  300 

Geology             -             -                .             -               -  150 

Chemistry             -             .              .              .             -  150 

In  mathematics,  400  marks  will  lie  allotted  to  arithmetic,  the  first  four 
l»ooks  of  Euclid,  and  algebra,  including  questions  producing  simple 
equations  ;  and  of  this  number  at  least  300  must  be  attained  for  quali- 
fication. 

In  French,  75  marks  at  least  must  be  attained. 

The  remaining  sulyects,  as  well  as  the  higher  jtortions  of  mathe- 
matics, may  be  taken  up  or  not  at  the  option  of  the  candidate  ;  but 
it  is  to  be  understood  that  marks  gained  in  these  subjects  will  count 
in  determining  the  position  of  the  candidate  in  the  list  of  c(mipetitors. 

After  the  year  1858,  the  candidates  will,  in  addition,  be  expected  to 
have  a  sufficient  use  of  tlie  pencil,  so  as  to  be  able  to  draw  from  an 
example  or  object  placed  before  them. 

It  is  to  be  understood  that  these  qualifications  will   be  raised,  so  soon 
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as  the  system  shall  have  been  a  sufficient   time   in  operation  to  enable 
officers  to  come  up  for  examination  better  prepared. 

In  regard  to  military  history,  the  candidates  will  be  required,  -when 
sending  in  their  applications,  to  state  what  has  been  the  course  and 
extent  of  their  reading,  in  order  that  the  Council,  in  framing  the 
examination  papers,  may  be  enabled  to  select  for  each  candidate  some 
one  or  more  important  campaigns  Avhich  he  will  be  expected  to  describe 
in  detail. 

8.  It  is  proposed  that  the  examinations  of  officers  serving  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  for  entrance  to  the  Staff  College,  be  conducted  by 
the  Council  in  London,  Avith  such  assistance  as  may  be  required. 

In  the  case  of  officers  serving  abroad,  it  is  proposed  that  the  exami- 
nations of  such  as  are  allowed  to  compete,  be  conducted  by  means  of 
the  same  printed  questions  as  those  which  are  set  for  the  candidates 
examined  in  London.  These  questions  will  be  answered  in  the  presence 
of  a  Board  of  Officers  (appointed  by  the  general  officer  in  command), 
who  will  certify  that  the  candidate  has  obtained  no  assistance  fi*om 
books,  or  help  of  any  kind,  in  the  examination. 

The  transmission  of  the  printed  examination  papers  to  stations 
abi'oad  will  be  so  arranged  that  the  claims  of  the  candidates  may  be 
decided  upon  in  time  to  admit  of  those  who  are  successful  joining  the 
Staff  College  by  the  1st  of  February  next  ensuing,  it  being  proposed 
that  the  College  course  shall  commence  annually  on  that  day. 

It  is  proposed  that  the  candidates  for  admission  to  the  Staff  College 
on  the  1st  of  February,  1858,  be  required  to  conform  to  the  conditions 
of  examination  above  stated. 

9.  The  Council  recommends  that  the  following  subjects  shall  form 
the  course  of  instruction  at  the  Staff  College,  viz.: — 

In  Mathematics,  the  minimum  course  to  include  Euclid,  Algebra, 
Mensuration  of  Planes  and  Solids,  Trigonometry,  and  their  applica- 
tions. Elementary  Mechanics. 

The  French  and  German  Languages,  and  Ilindostani. 

Fortification. 

Artillery. 

Topographical  Drawing,  Military  Surveying,  and  Sketching. 

Military  Art,  History,  and  Geography. 

Military  Administration,  including  the  organization  and  equipment 
of  Annies  in  the  Field. 

Military  Legislation. 

Beconnoissance. 

Natural  Philosophy,  as  Elementary  Mechanics  and  Hydrostatics. 

Chemistry  and  Geology,  as  applied  to  the  Military  Sciences,  by 
courses  of  lectures. 

Riding. 

10.  To  teach  the  above  subjects,  it  is  proposed  that  the  following 
shall  be  the  establishment  of  Professors,  viz.  : — 

JV-umbe?'  of  Professors. 

Mathematics          -              -             -             -  -              -     2 

Fortification  and  Artillery           -                -  -                -      1 

Military  Tojiography,  and  to  assist  iu  Fortification  -      1 

Military  Art,  History,  and  Geography           -  -            -      1 

Military  Administration  and  Legislation  -                -     1 

Ilindostani              -              -              -              -  -              -      1 

French               -               .              .              .  _                   -1 

German                .«.             _               .  _.l 

Total  numl)er  of  Professors         -     9 
of  whom  four  are  Professors  for  military  subjects. 
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Natural  Philosophy,  Chemistry,  Geology,  by  occasioual  leciuitr.>. 

11.  It  is  recommended  that  the  above  course  of  studies  shall  occupy 
two  years,  not  to  be  exceeded  except  in  cases  of  illness,  with  0.^  -one- 
tiou  of  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

12.  The  Council  proposes  that  the  yearly  course  shall  be  divided 
into  two  terms,  viz.,  from  1st  February  to  loth  June,  and  from  loth 
July  to  loth  December,  the  intervening  periods  constitmn.-  ihe 
vacations. 

The  above  half-yearly  terms,  it  is  recommended  to  sui)div  i-l.  .  i..-h 
into  two  periods,  viz.  : — 

First  half  year,  winter  period,  1st  February  to  30th  April. 
First  half  year,  summer  period,  1st  May  to  15th  June, 
Second  half  year,  summer  period,  loth  July  to  loth  OctuL.r-. 
Second  half  year,  winter  period,  16th  October  to  loth  Dec-M.il.  r. 
This  arrangement  is  proposed  in  order  to  apply  the  princi|.:,l   |.,,i-l  of 
tlie  summer  periods  to  out-door  studies. 

13.  The  studies  in  each  of  the  above  periods  of  the  Studem" -h^^. 

and  the  time  devoted  to  them,  should  be  as  follows : — 

In  the  first  half  year,  from  1st  February  to  15th  June,— 


IVint^r  Period — February  1  to  Ai>ril  oO. 


I  four.-  \>*:y 
'^e«-l^. 


Mathematics         -  -  -  "  "  _  ^ 

Fortification  -  -  ~  "  1": 

Topographical  Drawing     -  -  -  -  •  ■ 

French,  German,  or  Ilindostani  -  -  -^ 

Military  Art,  History,   and  Geography,  one  Lec- 
ture a-week. 

Military  Administration  and  Legislation,  one  Lec- 
ture a-week. 


Summer  Period— .Voi/  1  to  June  15. 

Mathematics         .  -  -  -  - 

Fortification 

French,  German,  or  Hindostani 
Military  Art.  History,  &c.,  one  Lecture  a-week. 
Military  Administration,  &c.,  one  Lecture  a-week. 
I'laclical  Instruction,  viz..  Ground  Problems,  LTse 
of  Instruments,  Tracing  and  Profiling 

In  the  second  half  year,  from  July  15  to  December  15  :— 
Summer  Peri^fl — Tufi/  15  fo  October  15. 


lloiu>  (■> 

weeV . 

12 


Hour?  ]• 
\ve<'k. 

a 


Mathematics  -  -  ■  "  ' 

Fortification  and  ArtiUfry  -  -  ■ 

Fnnch,  (Jernian,  or  Hin(h)stani 
Military  Art,  History,  and   Geography,   one  Lec- 
ture a-weck. 
Military  Administration,  one  Lecture  a-Aveek. 
Surveying  (three  days  in  the  week) 


if«.', 
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Winter  Period — October  \Q  to  December  15. 


Mathematics  -  -  .  _ 

Fortification  and  Artillery 
French,  German,  or  Hindostani 
Military  Ai't,  History,   and  Geography,  one  Lec- 
ture a-week. 
Military  Administration,  &c.,  one  Lecture  a-week. 
Plotting  Surveys  done  in  the  summer  period 


Hours  per 
■week. 
12 


7h 


In  the  third  half  year,  from  February  1  to  June  1 5  : — 
Winter  Period — February  1  to  April  30. 


Mathematics  .  .  _  .  . 

Fortification  and  Artillery  -  - 

French,  German,  or  Hindostani         -  -  - 

Military  History,  &c..  Military  Administration,  &c., 

one  Lecture  a-week  in  each  subject. 
Practical  Out-door  Instruction 


Hours  per 
week. 
6 
12 
15 


Summer  Period — May  1  to  June  15. 


Mathematics  -  -  -  .  . 

Fortification         .  _  -  _ 

French,  German,  or  Hindostani  -  -         - 

Military  History,  ho..,  Military  Administration,  8fC., 

one  Lecture  a-week  in  each. 
Field    Engineering,    construction    of    field-works, 

bridges,  &c.  (three  days  per  week) 


Hours  per 

■week. 

6 

^2 


19i 


In^the  fourth  half  year,  from  July  15  to  December  15  : — 


Summer  Period — Jnly  15  to  October  15. 


Plotting  and  Report  on  Reconnoissauce 

French,  German,  or  Hindostani 

Mathematics  _  .  .  .  - 

Fortification         -  .  .  - 

Military  History,  &c..  Military  Administration,  &c., 

one  Lecture  a-week  in  each. 
Reconnoissances  and  application  of  Field  Fortifica- 
tion (three  days  a-week),  under  the  direction 
of  the  Commandant         -  -  -         - 


Hours  per 

■week. 

6 

3 
3 


iH 


Wititer  Period — October  15  to  December  15. 

Independent  Study   prepjiratory  for  final   examination,    assisted   by 
Professors  at  the  College. 


Exercise  in  composition  will  bo  afforded  to  the  student  during  the 
whole  course  of  instruction,  in  writing  memoirs  or  essays  on  the  subject^ 
of  lectures  delivered. 

Instruction  in  Riding  to  be  given  three  days  in  the  week,  during  the 
entire  course. 

Courses  of  evening  lectures  will  be  given  in  Natural  Philosoj)hy, 
Chemistry,  and  Geology. 

14.  The  above  course  of  studies  has  been  drawn  up  after  consultation 
with  the  Superintendent  of  Studies  and  the  Professor  of  Mathematics 
and  Fortification  at  the  present  senior  department ;  and  the  number  of 
hours  allotted  to  each  subject  has  been  regulated  on  the  assumed  avei'age 
of  the  attainments  of  the  students  on  joining. 

In  carrying  it  out  the  students  will  be  divided  into  two  classes,  those 
of  the  first  year  constituting  the  junior  and  those  of  the  second  year  the 
senior  class.  It  is  to  be  understood,  however,  that  as  officers  may  be 
expected  to  join  with  very  varied  degrees  of  attainment,  provision  will 
be  made,  whenever  practicable,  to  meet  any  exceptional  cases  that  may 
arise,  by  affording  such  students  the  opportunity  of  attending  more 
particularly  the  studies  in  which  they  may  feel  themselves  most  defi- 
cient. If,  for  instance,  the  student  should  come  to  the  college  Avell 
prepared  in  mathematics,  he  Avill  be  enabled  to  direct  his  attention 
principally  to  the  military  sciences  or  to  languages,  in  lieu  of  mathe- 
matical studies. 

15.  It  is  proposed  that  there  should  be  three  lessons  or  lectures  of 
one  and  a  half  hours  each,  and  one  of  two  hours  daily,  making  in  all 
six  and  a  half  hours  of  study.  On  alternate  days  each  student  will 
have  a  riding  lesson  for  one  hour.  The  hours  of  study  will  be  hereafter 
arranged  in  time  tables. 

16.  During  the  whole  course,  monthly  reports  of  the  progress  of  each 
student  will  be  forwarded  by  the  Commandant  of  the  Staff  College, 
through  the  Governoi",  to  the  Council  of  Military  Education. 

There  will  be  examinations  at  the  end  of  each  half  year  ;  the  sum- 
mer examination  being  conducted  by  the  professors  of  the  college,  and 
the  winter  by  examiners  independent  of  the  establishment. 

The  winter  examination  of  the  junior  class  will  be  probationary.  By 
it  the  progress  of  the  students  of  that  class  will  be  ascertained,  and  any 
who  appear  unlikely  to  qualify  themselves  for  the  final  examination  of 
the  senior  class,  within  the  prescribed  period,  will  be  removed.  Should, 
however,  any  marked  case  of  deficiency  or  neglect  be  brought  under 
the  notice  of  the  Council  at  the  summer  examinations,  or  at  any  otlier 
]>eriod,  the  student  Avill  be  also  liable  to  removal. 

The  winter  examination  of  the  senior  class  will  l>e  the  final  examina- 
tion at  the  termination  of  the  course. 

17.  The  following  will  be  the  marks  allotted  to  each  subject  at  th<- 
final  examination  : — 

Marks. 

Mathematics       -----     G()0 

Fortification  an<l  Artillery  : — 
The(.ry  -  -     400] 

Drawing  -  -      100  >-  -  -  -     GOO 

Memoir^  -  -      100  J 

Military  Art,  Hi<liiiy,  and  Geogr.-ipliy  with  Me- 
moirs -----  GOO 
Military  Diawiiig  and  Surveying  .  .  -  3()0 
Rcconnoissance  _  -  .  .  400 
Military  Administi-ation  and  Legislation  -  -  300 
French              .                .                -                 -                 .     30O 
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In  the  above  suhjectri  tlie  officer  will  lie  expected  to  obtain  at  least 
one  half  of  the  number  of  niark.<  allotted  to  them.  The  following  sub- 
jects can  be  taken  up  or  not  at  the  option  of  the  candidate,  but  one 
third  of  the  marks  assigned  to  each  must  be  gained  in  order  that  it 
may  be  allowed  to  count  in  determining  the  candidate's  place  on  the 
list  :— 

!Marks. 

German  .....  300 

Ilindostani  ....  -  300 

Natural  Philosophy,     Chemistry,    and   Geology,  as 

ap])lied  to  Military  Science  .  _  -  300 

18.  The  above  course  of  studies  has  been  drawn  up,  subject  to  any 
modifications  which  experience  may  suggest.  The  Council  therefore 
proposes  to  consider  anmially  Avhat  alterations  may  be  necessary,  and 
to  insert  its  recommendation  in  its  Annual  Keport  to  the  Secretary  of 
of  State  for  War. 

19.  It  is  recommended  that  any  officer  Avho  has  not  passed  through 
the  College,  and  Avho  can  produce  the  certificates  required  from  can- 
didates for  the  Staff  College  (par.  4)  may,  with  the  sanction  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  compete  at  the  annual  final  examination.  And 
further,  that  any  officer  who  desires  to  enter  the  College  for  one  year 
nnh^  mav,  if  there  be  a  vacancy,  be  permitted  to  present  himself  at  the 
first  annual  examination  of  the  junior  division,  and,  if  qualified,  may 
join  the  College  accordingly. 

After  the  final  examinations  the  Council  will  draw  up  and  submit 
tor  the  consideration  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  a  list  of  the  success- 
ful candidates,  arranged  in  three  classes  according  to  merit,  with  a 
special  report  of  those  who  jnirticularly  distinguish  themselves,  whose 
names  will  be  also  mentioned  by  the  Council  in  its  Annual  Report. 

It  is  proposed  that  the  first  examination  under  the  system  aliove 
described,  shall  take  place  in  Decend:)er  18o8. 

21.  It  is  recommended  that  officers,  after  passing  their  final  exami- 
nation at  the  Staff  College,  shall  be  attached  to  each  of  the  arms  suc- 
cessively, in  Avhich  they  have  not  previously  served.  They  will  be 
required  to  attend  drills,  parades,  and  field  days,  and  they  Avill  avail 
themselves  of  every  practicable  means  of  making  themselves  generally 
acquainted  Avith  the  discipline,  interior  economy,  field  movements,  and 
duties  of  those  arms. 

Certificates  to  this  effect  will  be  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General 
in  the  case  of  officers  attached  to  the  Artillery  by  the  Inspector  of 
Drills  at  "Woolwich,  and  in  the  case  of  officers  attached  to  the 
regiments  of  cavaliy  or  infantry  l)y  the  officers  connnanding  such 
corps. 

It  is  presumed  that  a  period  of  six  months  with  each  arm  will  be  the 
utmost  that  Avill  be  required  in  this  respect, 

22,  The  Council  recommends  that  until  the  1st  January  1860,  when 
the  svstem  which  has  been  here  descril)ed  will  be  in  full  action,  the 
recent  order  of  his  Koyal  Highness  the  (general  Connnanding  in  Chief 
relative  to  officers'  qualifications  for  stalf  ai)pointments  shall  continue 
in  force  ;  and  that  the  examinations  there  referred  to  shall  be  con- 
ducted under  the  direction  of  the  Council.  The  Council,  hoAvever, 
Asould  suggest  that  officers  Avho  have  attained  the  rank  of  Lieut. -Colonel 
should  be  exempted  from  the  operation  of  that  order. 
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It  is  farther  reconinieiuled  that,  afier  the  1st  January  1860,  no 
officer  should  be  appointed  to  the  staft'  who  had  not  <;one  through  the 
Staff  College,  or  i)assed  the  final  examination  of  that  college,  -with 
exception  of  tliose  who  may  have  attained  at  that  date  the  rank  of 
Lieut.-Colonel,  and  in  every  case  excepting  ofhcers  of  proved  ability  in 
the  field. 

23.  Though  the  course  of  ^Mathematics  has  been  limited  to  that 
amount  of  knowledge  which  is  considered  essential  to  comi)lete  the 
education  of  a  staff  ofticer,  the  Council  expects  that  many  candidates 
will  pursue  their  mathematical  studies  to  a  much  higher  point,  and  it 
proposes,  therefore,  that  any  candidates  who  shall  have  proved  their 
fitness  for  employment  in  the  National  Survey  or  in  the  Topographical 
Department,  by  superior  progress  in  the  science  of  Geodesy  as  well 
as  of  Topography,  shall  be  named  in  the  Council's  report  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  as  deserving  of  employment  in  those 
services. 

D.  A.  Camkrox,  Major-General. 

J.  E.  PoRTLOCK,  Colonel. 

J.  E.  Addisox,  Lieut.-Colonel. 


Part  IV. 
The  Iioi/al  Military  College. 


October  27,  1857. 
1.    The    Council   proposes    that    the   education   of    gentlemen  for 
all  arms  of  the    service,  Avho    do    not    obtain    conmiissions    by  direct 
appointment,   shall  be  given   at   the  Royal  Military  College  at  Sand- 
hurst. 

2.  The  establishment  of  this  College,  it  is  recomnu'uded,  should  be 
raised  to  .300  cadets.  The  age  of  ailinission  t(j  be  iVo)u  sixteen  to 
eighteen  years. 

Candidates  for  admission  to  the  College  must  apply,  through  their 
parents  or  guardians,  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  for  permission  to 
have  their  names  entered  on  the  list  of  competitors.  On  tliis  beiuf 
granted,  it  will  be  open  to  the  candidates  to  compete  at  any  one  of  the 
lialf-yearly  entrance  examinations  which  may  occui-  while  they  are 
within  the  prescribed  limits  of  age.  If  unsuccessful,  they  will  be 
allowed  a  second  trial  ;  but  if  again  unsuccessful,  they  Avill  be  debarred 
from  further  competition  for  entrance  into  the  College. 

A  minimum  standard  of  attainment  will  be  fixed,  which,  to'>-ether 
witli  the  competition,  will  ensure  that  none  but  well-educated  youths 
and  wlio  will  do  justice  to  the  College  instruction,  will  be  admitted. 

Those  who  are  unsuccessful  at  their  secoiul  competitive  examination 
for  entrance,  Avill  still  be  eligible  to  enter  the  army  l)y  passin"-  the 
examination  for  direct  commissions. 

3.  It  is  recommended  that  the  ]K'riod  of  study  shall  not  exceed  two 
years.  It  will  be  terminated  by  a  competitive  examiiuition,  the  most 
successful  candidates  in  which  will  be  permitted  to  select  the  corps  of 
Engineers  or  Artillery,  according  to  the  nundjer  of  vacancies  in  those 
corj)s,  or  will  receive  commissions,  without  purchase,  in  the  Cavalry 
Guards,  or  Line.  Those  who  select  the  Ordnanco  Corps,  will  he 
removed  to  the  School  of  Application  at  Woolwich. 


62 

4.  The  Council   recommeuds    that   the  payments  by  cadets  at  the 
Royal  Military  College  shall  be  on  the  following  scale,  viz.  : — 


Per  annum. 

Sons  of  private  gentlemen       -  _  .  -  100 

Sons  of  admirals,  and  general  officers  having  regi- 
ments -  -  -  -  -     80 

Sons  of  general  officers  not  having  regiments  -     70 

Sons  of  captains  and  commanders  of  Royal  Navy 
and  field  officers  of  the  Army  having  substantive 
rank  -  -  -  -  -         -     50 

Sons  of  all  officers  of  the  Navy   and  Army  under 

the  aljove  ranks  -  -  -  -     40 

Sons  of  officers  in  the  Navy  and  Army  Avho  have 
died  in  the  service,  and  whose  families  are  proved 
to  be  left  in  pecuniary  distress  -  -  -     20 

TAventy  "  Queen's  Cadets,"  being  sons  of  officers  in 
the  Navy  and  Army  who  have  fallen  in  action, 
or  have  died  from  the  effects  of  active  service, 
and  have  left  their  families  in  reduced  circum- 
stances .  -  _  .  -  Free. 


The  Council  does  not  recommend  that  there  shall  be  any  fixed 
number  of  cadets  on  each  class  of  payment,  as  it  is  believed  that  the 
competition  will  sufficiently  limit  the  lower  classes. 

In  addition  to  the  above  payments,  there  will  be  required  to  be 
deposited,  on  entrance,  such  sum  as  shall  be  found  necessary  for  supply- 
ing clothing,  books,  and  instruments. 

5.  It  appears,  by  a  return  that  has  been  furnished  to  the  Council, 
that  the  Royal  Military  College  will  consist,  after  Christmas  next,  of 
130  cadets,  with  ages  varying  from  fourteen  to  eighteen  years. 

It  is  proposed  to  hold  a  competitive  examination  in  January  next,  at 
which  twenty-four  of  the  most  successful  candidates  will,  if  duly 
qualified,  be  admitted  into  the  College,  which  will  raise  its  strength  to 
the  present  nominal  establishment  of  180  cadets.  The  numbers  sub- 
sequently admitted  each  successive  half  year  Avill  be  arranged  so  as  to 
raise  the  establishment  gradually  to  500  cadets.  The  number  can 
be  increased,  if  netessary,  hereafter. 

It  is  obviously  desirable  that  public  notice  should  be  given  of  the 
competitive  examination  in  January  1858  as  soon  as  possible. 

6.  Each  candidate  will  be  required  to  produce  a  certificate  of  bap- 
tism, or  other  satisfactory  proof  of  his  age  ;  a  certificate  from  the 
minister  of  the  church  or  denomination  to  Avhich  he  belongs,  that  he 
has  been  duly  instructed  in  the  principles  of  religion  ;  and  a  certificate 
from  the  master  or  tutor  under  whom  he  has  been  educated  of  his 
general  moral  conduct  for  at  least  the  two  preceding  years. 

The  candidate  will  be  examined  by  a  medical  officer,  to  ascertain 
that  he  is  in  every  point  of  view,  as  regards  his  physical  constitution, 
fit  for  military  service. 

The  following  will  be  the  subjects  in  which  examination  papers  will 
be  set,  and  the  number  of  marks  assigned  to  each  :-— 
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Marks. 

Thecla^io,         -    {^^    J     2;^}     -  -     3.600 

Mathematics  -  -  _  .  3,600 
English  language  ~  -  -  -  1,200 
French  -  -  -  -  -  1,200 
Other  modern  languages,  each  -  -  1,200 
History,  with  geography  ...  1,200 
Natural  sciences,  i.e.  mineralogy  and  geology  -  600 
Experimental  sciences,  i.e.  chemistry,  heat,  elec- 
tricity, including  magneti^^m  -  -  600 
Drawing     -            -                  -                  -                  -  500 

In  mathematics,  the  following  elementary  branches  Avill  be  required 
to  be  taken  up,  viz.  : — * 

Ai'ithmetic,  including  vulgar  and  decimal  fractions,  proportion,  ex- 
traction of  the  square  root,  intei'est. 

Algebi'a,  including  fractions,  simple  equations,  and  questions  pro- 
ducing them. 

Euclid,  the  fii'st  two  books. 

To  these  branches,  1,200  marks  (out  of  the  above  3,600  marks  for 
mathematics)  will  be  allotted,  and  it  will  be  necessary  for  qualification 
that  at  least  600  shall  be  obtained. 

Of  the  1,200  marks  above  allotted  to  the  English  language,  400  will 
be  assigned  to  correct,  and  legible  writing  from  dictation,  and  to  compo- 
sition, and  of  these  it  will  be  required  that  at  least  200  shall  be  obtained 
for  qualification. 

In  the  French  language  400  marks  will  be  allotted  to  correct  reading 
and  translation  from  an  easy  French  author,  and  of  these  at  least  200 
will  be  required  for  qualification. 

In  histoiy  (with  Geography)  400  marks  will  be  allotted  to  that  of 
England  with  its  dependencies,  of  which  200  will  be  I'equired  for 
qualification. 

And  in  addition  to  the  marks  just  mentioned  as  indispensable 
for  qualification  in  the  required  portions  of  mathematics,  English. 
French,  and  history,  it  will  be  necessary  that  the  candidate  shall  obtain 
such  a  number  in  these  and  the  other  subjects  before  stated,  as  shall 
raise  his  total  number  to  2,400  marks. 

In  the  subjects  left  optional  to  the  candidate,  no  marks  Avill  be  alloAved 
to  count  in  any  one,  unless  at  least  one-fifth  of  the  numbers  allotted  to 
that  subject  be  gained. 

The  candidate  will  be  required  to  forward  to  the  Council  of  Military 
Education,  one  month  before  the  examination,  a  statement  of  the  sub- 
jects he  desires  to  take  up,  in  which  he  Avill  specify  the  names  of  the 
classical  authors  he  has  studied,  and  the  course  of  history  he  has  been 
reading. 

The  mode  of  examination  will  be  the  same  as  that  already  recom- 
mended for  examinations  for  direct  commissions. 

The  competitors  will  be  reported  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  in  their 
order  of  merit,  and  those  first  on  the  list  will  succeed  to  the  vacancies 
at  the  College. 

7.  To  provide  accommodation  for  the  increased  estaljlishment  of 
cadets,  it  will  be  necessary  to  add  to  the  present  buildings,  and  the 


*  The  obligatory  subjects  have  since  been  modified  so  as  to  accord  with  those 
reiiuired  for  direct  commissions,  with  exception  of  Euclid,  in  which  only  two  books 
are  required.     (See  Appendix,  p.  47.) 
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Cuuiicil.  iherefore,  recommends  that  an  officer  of  Engineers,  or  an 
architect,  should  be  directed  to  insj^ect  the  College  with  this  view.  In 
planning  the  addilions,  the  Council  Avould  suggest  that  they  should 
be  made  on  the  principle  of  affording  to  each  cadet  as  much  privacy  a? 
possible,  by  placing  partitions  between  beds,  such  a  system  appearing 
desirable  for  lads  of  the  more  advanced  age  of  admission  now  proposed. 

8.  To  carry  out  the  foregoing  recommendations  respecting  the  more 
advanced  age  of  admission  of  Cadets  at  Sandhurst,  it  will  be  necessary 
that  the  Governor  of  the  Royal  Military  College  shall  give  notice  to 
the  friends  of  those  noAV  on  the  list,  that  they  will  not  be  eligible  till 
the  age  of  sixteen  ;  and,  if  they  desire  it,  the  names  of  such  candidates 
will  be  transferred  at  once  to  the  List  of  Competitors,  which  it  is 
proposed  should  be  kept  at  the  office  of  the  Military  Secretary. 

9,  The  Council  will  be  prepared,  on  the  final  approval  of  this 
Report,  to  submit  a  scheme  of  studies  for  the  Royal  Military  College, 
which  will  be  framed  on  the  principle  of  teaching  only  those  subjects 
which  ;ire  either  in  themselves  strictly  professional,  or  are  required  as 
a  necessary  preparation  for  professional  studies,  or  are  calculated  to  be 
of  gertpfid  utility  to  an  officer  in  his  professional  life, 

D.  A.  Camerox,  Major-General. 

J.  E.  PoRTLOCK,  Colonel. 

J.  E.  Addison,  Lieut.-Colonel. 


Part  V. 


1st  August,  1857. 


*>,.  1 1,  p  Mode  of  Effecting  the  pro})osed  Amalgamation  of  Woohoich 
and  Sandhurst  Colleges. 

J.  It  appears  by  a  return  that  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Council 
from  Sandhurst,  that  the  Royal  Military  College  will  consist,  after  the 
next  entrance  examinations  in  August,  of  157  Cadets,  varying  from 
13  to  19  years  of  age. 

It  is  probable  that  between  twenty  and  thirty  Cadets  Avill  quit  the 
College  next  Chiistmas,  leaving  about  130  Cadets  with  ages  varying 
from  fourteen  to  eighteen  years. 

2.  Ir  is  proposed  that  at  and  after  the  commencement  of  1858  the 
College  of  Sandhurst  should  be  opened  to  all  youths  between  the  ages 
of  sixteen  and  eighteen  years,  whose  ages  shall  be  recorded  on  the 
Milirarv  Secretary's  list  as  candidates  for  admission. 

Sucli  candidates  will  be  allowed  to  present  themselves  for  competi- 
tion at  any  half-yearly  entrance  examination,  and  those  who  are  first  iu 
order  of  merit  will  be  taken  to  fill  up  the  vacancies. 

If  unsuccessful,  the  candidate  may  compete  at  any  subsequent 
ha]f-v.;.rlv  examination,  so  long  as  he  is  within  the  presci'ibed  limits  of 

A  ruinimum  standard  of  attainment  will  be  fixed,  Avhich,  together 
with  rlie  competition,  will  ensure  that  none  but  well  educated  youths, 
and  Avho  Avill  do  justice  to  the  College  instruction,  Avill  be  admitted. 

Those  who  are  finally  unsuccessful  in  the  competition  for  entrance 
will  still  be  eligible  to  enter  the  army  by  passing  the  examination  for 
Direct  Commissions. 

It  is  proposed  that,  wliilst  candidates  generally  will  enter  the  College 
by  siirrp-sful  competitive  examination,  those   cadets  from  Carehalton 
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who  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  sixteen  at  the  period  of  the  half- 
yearly  examinations,  shall  be  received  into  Sandhurst  on  passing  a 
qualifi/ing  examination,  which  will  be  of  the  same  character  as  that 
whereiiy  they  would  under  other  circumstances  have  entered  Woolwich, 
and  that  this  shall  continue  until  the  establishment  at  Carshalton  be  at 
length  emptied  of  its  pupils. 

The  cadets  who  shall  have  come  from  Carshalton  will  also  be 
eligible,  on  leaving  Sandhurst,  for  the  practical  class  of  the  Artillery,  on 
passing  a  final  qnaUfi/ing  examination,  similar  to  that  Avliich  they 
would  have  otherwise  passed  at  Woolwich,  without  being  subjected  to 
the  competition  which  will  in  all  other  cases  be  the  princiide  followed 
at  Sandhurst  for  admission  to  the  Ordnance  Corps. 

The  above  arrangement  is  rendered  necessary  on  account  of  the 
promise  these  cadets  have  received  of  ultimate  appointment  to  those 
corps,  only  conditional  on  their  possessing  the  prescribed  qualifications. 

The  number  of  cadets  now  at  Carshalton  is  fifty-three,  with  ages 
varying  from  thirteen  and  a  half  to  fifteen  and  a  half  years. 

By  the  arrangement  above  suggested  they  will  all  have  been  drafted 
into  Sandhurst,  and  the  establishment  at  Carshalton  will  be  broken  up, 
by  Christmas  1859. 

The  number  of  candidates  to  be  admitted  into  Sandhurst,  at  the 
commencement  of  1858,  will  depend  upon  the  progress  of  the  arrange- 
ments for  increasing  the  accommodation  of  the  College  ;  and  the 
numbers  subsequently  admitted,  each  successive  half  year,  will  be 
arranged  so  as  to  raise  the  establishment  gradually  to  500  cadets. 
This  number  the  establishment  will  have  attained  when  the  last  batch 
of  cadets  from  Woohvich  shall  have  been  drafted  into  the  practical 
class,  and  that  academy  be  cleared  of  its  students  in  the  mode  to  be 
now  described. 

o.  From  returns  which  have  been  furnished  to  the  Council,  it  appears 
that,  allowing  for  the  number  about  to  be  admitted  into  the  practical 
class  at  Woolwich,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  for  the  number  of  successful 
candidates  at  the  recent  public  examinations,  there  will  be  139  cadets 
at  the  Royal  Military  Academy  at  the  commencement  of  the  ensuing 
term.  The  Council  proposes  that  these  shall  complete  their  terms  at 
the  Academy,  and  be  removed  to  the  practical  class  in  the  ordinary 
way.  This  it  is  presumed  Avill  empty  the  Academy  in  two  and  a  half 
years  from  the  present  time,  provided  (which  also  the  Council  recom- 
mends) no  n?AV  cadets  be  introduced. 

6.  It  is  proposed  that,  in  proportion  as  the  Academy  at  Woolwich 
diminishes,  Avhile  that  at  Sandhurst  increases  in  its  establishment,  such 
professors  as  may  be  selected  from  the  former  shall  be  transferred  to 
the  latter  College. 

7.  By  the  process  above  described  it  is  computed  that,  by  the  month 
of  August  1860,  the  military  schools  of  Woolwich  and  Carshalton  will 
be  emptied,  and  a  general  College  for  all  arms,  comprising  500  cadets, 
will  be  established  at  Sandhurst. 

8.  Whilst,  however,  this  operation  is  in  progress,  it  is  recommended 
that  those  cadets  from  Sandhurst  Avho  shall  qualify  themselves  for 
passing  an  examination,  ecpiivalent  to  that  required  ibr  ])assing  out  of 
the  Royal  Militaiy  Academy,  shall  be  allovred,  if  such  be  their  wish, 
to  join  the  practical  class  lor  the  Ordnance  Corps. 

9.  It  is  recommended,  that  the  Academy  at  Woohvich,  when  emptied 
of  the  ordinary  cadets,  should  be  transferred  to  the  uses  of  the  prac- 
tical class,  the  name,  however,  being  changed  to  that  of  "  School  of 
Application  for  the  Artillery  and  Engineers,"  and  the  cadets  on 
joining   receiving   provisional    commissions  ;    the   latter   arrangement 

E 
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being  necessary  in  order  to  place  all  candidates  for  commissions, 
whether  in  the  line  or  in  the  ordnance  corps,  on  the  same  footing,  a 
otherwise  the  temptation  of  at  once  obtaining  a  commission  would 
operate  injuriously  to  the  ordnance  corps. 

10.  The  Council  recommends  that  the  payment  of  cadets  at  the 
Royal  Military  College  shall  be  on  the  following  scale,  viz.: — 

Per  annum. 
For  sons  of  private  gentlemen         -  -  -  £100 

For  sons  of  admirals  and  generals  having  regiments       80 
For  sons  of  general  officers  not  having  regiments    -       70 
For  sons  of  captains  and  commanders  of  the  Royal 
Navy  and  field  officers  of  the  army,  having  sub- 
stantive rank         -  -  -  -  -       50 
For  sons  of  all  officers  of  the  navy  and  army  under 

the  above  ranks         -  -  -         -  -       40 

For  sons  of  officers  of  the  navy  and  army  who  have 
died  of  wounds  in  the  service,  and  whose  families 
are  proved  to  be  left  in  pecuniary  distress  -       20 

In  addition  to  the  above  payments,  there  will  be  requu-ed  to  be 
deposited  on  entrance  such  sum  as  shall  be  found  necessary  for  supply- 
ing clothing,  books,  and  instruments. 

Twenty  Queen's  cadets,  being  sons  of  officers  in  the  Navy  and 
Army  who  have  fallen  in  action,  or  have  died  from  the  effects  of  active 
service,  and  have  left  then*  families  in  reduced  circumstances,  to  be 
admitted  free  of  all  payments. 

The  Council  does  not  recommend  that  there  should  be  any  fixed 
number  of  cadets  assigned  to  each  of  the  classes,  as  it  is  believed  that 
the  competition  will  sufficiently  limit  the  numbers  of  the  ]o"\\'er  paying 
classes. 

11.  To  carry  out  the  foregoing  recommendations  respecting  the 
more  advanced  age  of  young  gentlemen  to  be  henceforth  received  at 
Sandhurst,  it  will  be  necessary  that  the  Governor  of  the  Royal  Military 
College  shall  give  a  notice  to  the  friends  of  those  now  on  the  list,  that 
they  will  not  be  eligible  until  the  age  of  sixteen  ;  and,  if  they  desire  it, 
the  names  of  such  candidates  Avill  be  transferred  at  once  to  the  list 
which  it  has  been  proposed  should  be  kept  at  the  office  of  the  Military 
Secretary. 

It  appears  that  the  number  of  such  candidates  will,  after  the  next 
entrance  examination,  be  fifty-nine,  of  which  number  thirty-two  are  at 
present  under  thirteen  years  of  age. 

The  arrangements  proposed  in  the  preceding  recommendations  are 
submitted  by  the  Council  for  consideration,  as  requiring  decision  before 
the  Council  can  safely  lay  down  a  proper  course  of  study  for  the 
combined  College,  or  determine  on  the  staff  of  professors  which  will  be 
required  for  it, 

D.  A.  Cameron,  Major-General. 

J.  E.  PoRTLOCK,  Colonel. 

J.  E.  Addison,  Lieut.-Colonel, 
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Appendix  V. 

GENERAL  ORDER— No.  719. 

Horse  Guards,  S.W., 

29th  November  1858. 

The  following  Regulations  iu  regard  to  the  examination  of  officers 
preparatory  to  promotion  in  the  army,  are.to.be  substituted  for  those 
promulgated  by  the  Circular  Memoranda  of  the  14th  May  1850, 
14th  July  1851,  and  19th  July  1858. 

Before  officers  are  recommended  for  promotion  to  the  rank  of  lieu- 
tenant, the  commanding  officer  will  apply  to  the  senior  officer  in  the 
district  or  station  for  a  Board  to  examine  and  report  upon  their 
qualifications. 

The  Board  is  to  consist  (if  possible)  of  three  field  officers,  but  on  no 
occasion,  when  it  can  possibly  be  avoided,  is  any  officer  of  the  same 
regiment  as  the  candidate  to  be  placed  on  the  Board. 

This  Board  is  to  report*  to  the  Military  Secretary,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  General  Commanding  in  Chief,  that  the  officers  about  to  be 
recommended  for  promotion  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  have  been 
instructed  on  the  following  points,  viz.  : — 

1.  They  must  have  a  thorough  knowledge,  and  must  give  an  account, 

of  the  duties  they  have  to  perfomi  as  regimental  orderly  officers, 
as  officers  commanding  guards,  or  as  subaltern  officers  of  guards 
under  officers  of  superior  rank. 

2.  They  must  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of,   and  be  able  to  put  a 

company  through,  the  manual  and  platoon  exercise,  and  be 
capable  of  exercising  both  a  squad  and  company  in  the  drill  and 
evolutions,  as  prescribed  in  the  first  two  parts  of  the  Regula- 
tions for  the  Field  Exercise  of  the  Infantry. 

3.  They  must  knoAv  exactly  the  place  of  all  the  company  officers  in 

every  situation  of  the  battalion,  and  be  able  to  command  a 
company  in  battalion  exercise. 

4.  They  must  be  acquainted  with  such  parts  of  the  Queen's  Regula- 

tions and  Orders  for  the  Army  as  relate  to  the  duties  and 
conduct  of  a  subaltern  officer,  and  -with  the  Mutiny  Act  and 
Articles  of  War,  so  far  as  is  necessary  for  the  performance  of 
their  duties  as  members  of  a  court-martial. 

5.  They  must  be  acquainted  with  the  Queen's  Regulations  iu  regard 

to  the  pay  and  messing  of  the  troops,  and  the  supply  of 
necessaries. 

6.  They  must  know  the  weight  of  the  knapsack,  the  weight  of  the 

soldier's  fire-lock,  Avith  and  without  the  bayonet  ;  of  his  pouch, 
with  and  Avithout  ammunition,  the  quantity  of  ammunition  it  is 
calculated  to  carry,  and  the  weight  of  his  accoutrements. 

7.  Those   who  have  passed  through   the  course   of  instruction   at 

Hythe  must  be  thorougly  acquainted  with  rifle  drill  and  prac- 
tice, and  the  theoretical  principles  of  musketry,  as  defined  in 
the  authorized  Book  of  Instruction. 

8.  In  addition  to  such  portions  of  the  above  as  may  apply  to  the 

Cavalry  service,  it  is  necessary,  in  the  case  of  cornets  : — 

1.  That  they  shall  have  learnt  their  foot-drill  and  sword 
exercise,  and  have  been  instructed  in  the  single  and  double 
ride. 


*  N.B.— The  writteu  questions  and  repUes  are  to  bo  sent  with  the  Report,  of  the 
Board.  1  r  r" 
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2.  That  tlicy  shall  he  ahle  to  put  a  troop  tlu'ough  the 
carbiiie,  lance,  and  sword  exei'cise,  and  to  exercise  both  a 
squad  and  troop  in  the  drill  and  evolutions  prescribed  in  the 
Cavalry  Exercise-book. 

3.  That  they  sliall  be  able  to  command  a  ti'oop  in  squadron 
exercise. 

4.  That  they  shall  have  made  themselves  masters  of  the 
the  detail  of  saddlery,  the  mode  of  fitting  the  saddle,  bridle, 
&c.,  and  of  the  whole  equipment  of  the  Cavalry  soldier  and 
his  horse. 

Lieutenants  Avho  may  have  entered  the  service  subsequently  to  July 
1849,  and  all  Avho  may  hereafter  enter  the  army,  will,  in  addition  to  the 
above,  Vjefore  they  are  recommended  for  promotion  to  the  rank  of  captain, 
be  required  to  have  : — 

9.  A  thorough  knowledge  of  the  proAisions  of  the  Mutiny  Act  aud 
Articles  of  War,  and  of  the  fomis  and  proceedings  of  courts- 
martial  ;  and  must  give  evidence  of  having  studied  some  of  the 
standard  works  on  that  subject. 

10.  They  must  understand  perfectly  the  evolutions  of  a  regiment  of 

cavalry  or  a  battalion  of  infantry,  as  laid  down  in  the  Regula- 
tions for  those  services  respectively. 

11.  They  must  be  acquainted  Avith  the  light   infantry  drill,  outpost 

duties,  patrols,  escorts,  advanced  and  rear  guards. 

12.  They  must  perfectly  understand  the  interior  economy   of  a  troop 

or  company,  and  the  established  system  of  keeping  their 
accounts. 

13.  They  must  be  thoroughly  acquainted  Avith  the  Queen's  and  War 

Office  Regulations. 

14.  It  must  be  ascertained  that  they  are  competent  to  take  charge  of  a 

troop,  company,  or  detachment,  in  every  position  in  which  it 
may  be  placed. 

15.  And  they  must  be  required  to  shoAV  that  they  have   a  sufficient 

knowledge  of  field  fortification  and  reconuoissance  to  be  enabled 
to  fulfil  the  important  duties  detailed  in  the  Field  Exercise-book, 
from  page  313  to  317. 

Tlie  examination  of  officers  for  the  rank  of  captain  is  to  be  made  by 
Boards  of  Officers,  to  be  appointed  by  the  General  or  other  officer 
commanding  the  district  or  station,  one  of  the  senior  officers  in  each 
station  or  garrison  being  president,  and  two  field  officers  (if  possible) 
not  belonging  to  the  same  regiment  as  the  candidate,  being  members. 

In  all  cases  the  Board  of  Examiners  Avill  ascertain  by  practical 
examination,  and  not  l)y  the  acceptance,  merely,  of  A'erbal  or  written 
answers  to  questions,  Avhether  the  officer  is  instructed  in  the  subjects 
specified  in  paragraphs  2,  3,  8,  10,  and  11  of  this  General  Order. 

The  General  or  other  officer  commanding  the  district  or  station,  will 
forward  the  Re])ort  of  the  Board  (Avith  the  Avritten  questions  and 
replies)  to  the  Military  Secretary,  accompanied  by  his  OAvn  observations 
thereon. 

Every  cornet  or  ensign  is  to  be  examined  on  the  diffijixnit  points 
herein  specified  before  he  has  completed  eight  months'  service,  and, 
should  he  fail  to  qualify  himself  for  promotion  Avithin  that  period,  his 
commanding  officer  must  report,  for  the  information  of  the  General 
Commanding  in  Chief,  Avhether  it  is  OAving  to  n  Avaut  of  diligence 
and  attention  on  the  part  of  the  officei",  or  to  circumstances  (such  as 
sickness  or  others)  over  which  he  could  have  had  no  control. 

The  General  Commanding  in  Cliief  hoj)es  that  the  subalterns  of  the 
army  Avill  see  the  uccessily  of  using  tb«'Ir  utmost  exertions  to  acquire  a 
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knowledofe  of  their  professional  duties,  as  His  Royal  Highness  will  uot 
hesitate  to  promote  (eillier  resimeii tally  or  from  other  corps)  officers 
Avho  may  have  passed  the  required  examination,  in  the  place  of  the  idle 
and  incompetent. 

It  is  the  imperative  duty  of  all  commandino;  officers  to  pay  close 
attention  to  the  instruction  of  youufr  officers,  and  His  Royal  Highness 
Avill  hold  them  as  responsible  for  the  performance  of  this  duty,  as  for 
the  due  instruction  and  training  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and 
soldiers  under  their  command. 

By  command  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  CVencral  Commanding 
in  Chief, 

G.  A.  Wktherall, 

Adjutant-General. 


Appendix  VI. 


Report  of  the  First  Examination  of  Candidates  for  Admission  to  the 

Staff  College. 

11th  February  1858. 

The  Council  is  highly  gratified  to  be  enabled  to  report  that  this 
examination  shoAvs  the  candidates,  notwitlistanding  the  shortness  of  the 
notice  given  to  them,  to  have  attained  in  general  a  very  fair  degree  of 
(luaiitication,  so  that  it  has  becai  necessary  to  introduce  into  the  nnmlier 
recommended  for  admission  into  the  Staif  College  only  one  candidate 
Avlio  has  not  attained  his  minimum  in  mathenuitics,  and  that  oidy  in  con- 
sequence of  one  of  the  successful  candidates  l)eing  ineligil)lc,  as  another 
officer  of  the  same  regiment  is  recommended,  being  higher  in  the  list  ; 
and  further,  in  conscfjueuce  of  three  of  the  successful  artillery 
candidates  being  in  excess  of  the  number  of  vacancies  allotted  to  tliat 
corps. 

It  will  be  observed  that  many  of  the  candidates,  at  the  top  of  the  list, 
have  exhibited  considei'able  ability;  that  all  have  exerted  themselves  to 
tJie  utmost  ;  and  that  the  officer  specially  recommended  for  admission, 
although  not  coming  up  to  the  mininmm  of  mathematics,  has  attained  a 
very  respectalde  position  in  other  branches  of  study.  The  Return  will 
show  distinctly  those  officers  who  are  recommended  for  admission,  and 
those  who  are  ineligilile,  either  from  failure  or  from  other  causes,  as 
specified  opposite  tiieir  respective  Jiamcs. 

(Signed)         D.  A.  Cameron,  Major-General,  V.P. 
fl.  E.  PoRTLOCK,  Major-General. 
J.  E.  Addison,  Lieutenant-Colonel. 
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Admission  to  Sxatp  College,  February  1858. 


Index 

Number 

Number 

of 

<3 

Rank  and  Name. 

Corps. 

Station. 

in  the 

Marks 

Remarks. 

-g 

Examina- 

obtained 

O 

1 

tion. 

by  each. 

1 

Lieut.  E.  M.Jones  - 

86th  Foot 

lis 

2,166 

Passed. 

2 

Capt.O.B.B.  Wool- 

Royal  Artillery 

133 

1,828 

Do. 

3 

Bt.-MajorW.J.WU- 

liams. 
Capt.  F.  Koe 

Royal  Artillery 

130 

1,729 

Do. 

4 

Royal  Eug. 

119 

1,609 

Do. 

5 

Capt.  ^y.  C.  Nangle 

Royal  Artillerj- 

123 

1,589 

Qualified,  but  there 
is  no  vacancy  for 
a   fourth    officer 
of  the  Ordnance 
Corps. 

6 

Lieut.  W.  Congreve 
Lt.-Col.  L.  Grjiham- 

29th  Foot 

106 

1,568 

Passed. 

7 

"Unattached 

113 

1,532 

Do. 

8 

Major  P.  Dickson    - 

Royal  ArtiUery 

109 

1,530 

QuaUfied.but  there 
is  no  vacancy  for 
a   fom-th   officer 
of  the  Ordnance 
Corps. 

Passed. 

9 

Lieut.  W.  Palliser  - 

Rifle  Brigade 

135 

1,398 

10 

Lieut.  L.  Griffiths  - 

Royal  Ai-tillery 

114 

1,396 

Qualified,  but  there 
is  no  vacancy  for 
a   fourth    officer 
of  the  Ordnance 
Corps. 

Passed. 

11 

Capt.P.  A.Twyuam 

loth  Foot 

126 

1,3-16 

12 

Capt.  J.  C.  AVeir      - 

2iid  Foot 

127 

1,333 

Do. 

13 

Capt.F.W.  Jebb     - 

67th  Foot 

117 

1,300 

Do. 

14 

Capt.AY.S.  M.Wolfe 

Royal  Artillery 

132 

1,223 

Qualified,  but  there 
is  no  vacancy  for 
a   fourth   officer 
of  the  Ordnance 
Corps. 

Passed. 

15 

Lieut.A.P.A.  Slade 

57th  Foot 

flj 

125 

1,202 

16 

Lieut.  A.  C.  Bruce  - 

91st  Foot 

s 

105 

1,115 

Do. 

17 

Capt.  H.  Bird 

57th  Foot 

o 

102 

1,026 

Qualified,  but  there 

is  no  vacancy  for 

a   second   officer 

of     this      Regi- 

ment. 

18 

Capt.  C.  R.  Pearson  - 

.Srd  Foot 

124. 

976 

Passed. 

19 

Lieut.  A.  P.  Douglas 

Kith  Foot 

110 

834 

Do. 

20 

Bt.-MajorG.S.W'hit- 
more. 

C2ud  Foot 

128 

1,165 

Specially      recom- 
mended, though 
failed  in  m.atho- 
matics,  to  fill  va- 
cancy caused  by 
Captain       Bird, 

57th  Regiment. 

101 

921 

Failed    in  mathe- 
matics. 

129 
101 
112 
100 
131 
111 
121 
136 
137 
120 
134 
107 

860 
S52 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do, 
Do. 
Do. 

841 
805 
790 
775 
747 
058 
610 
520 

445 

Do' 





347 

Do! 





. 

lOS 

310 

Do. 

103 
116 
122 

240 

Do. 

. 

200 

Do 

— 





170 

Do! 
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Apppendix  VII. 


Report  of  the  Examination  of  Candidates  for  Admission  to  the  Staff 

College. 

November  13th,  1858. 
The  Council  of  Military  Education  has  the  honour  to  report,  for 
the  information  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  General  Commanding  in 
Chief,  that  14  candidates  presented  themselves  for  examination,  viz., 
4  officers  of  the  Royal  Artillery  and  Royal  Engineers,  9  from  the 
Cavalry  and  Line,  and  1  officer  of  the  Royal  Marines. 

Of  the  officers  from  the  Royal  Artillery  and  Royal  Engineers,  two 
are  successful ;  the  other  two,  although  they  passed  the  examination, 
are  inelligible,  there  being  only  two  vacancies  for  officers  of  those  corps. 

Of  the  officers  from  the  Cavalry  and  Line,  seven  have  passed,  and 
tAvo  have  failed. 

The  officer  of  the  Royal  Marines*  has  passed  his  examination. 

Although  the  number  of  officers  who  came  forward  on  this  occasion 
was  so  small  as  to  take  from  the  examination,  in  the  case,  at  least,  of 
the  officers  of  Cavalry  and  Line,  its  competitive  character,  the  Council 
is  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  examination  papers  of  the  success- 
ful candidates  are  not  inferior  to  those  of  the  officers  avIio  were  admitted 
in  February  last,  the  marks  gained  both  by  the  highest  and  lowest 
competitor  being  slightly  in  excess  of  those  gained  in  the  former 
examination. 

The  Council  attril)utes  the  small  number  of  officers  competing  at 
this  examination  principally  to  the  fact  that  the  greater  part  of  the 
army  is  now  employed  in  Lidia  (which  only  furnished  one  candidate), 
while  several  regiments,  both  at  home  and  at  colonial  stations,  have 
been  in  expectation  of  immediately  proceeding  there  ;  and  further,  to 
an  impression,  which  appears  to  have  generally  prevailed,  that  the 
examination  would  not  take  place  till  the  month  of  December,  as  has 
been  shown  by  applications  having  been  received  since  the  examination 
from  officers  who  were  not  aware  that  it  had  already  taken  place. 

The  Council  is  of  opinion,  however,  that  both  of  the.-e  causes  will, 
wholly  or  in  a  great  degree,  be  removed  in  regard  to  the  examination 
of  next  year. 

The  Council  begs  to  recommend  that  the  successful  candidates 
who  are  stationed  abroad  may  be  ordered  home  without  delay,  as  the 
term  at  the  Staff  College  commences  on  the  1st  February,  1859. 

(Signed)         D.  A.  Camkrox,  Major-General,  V.P. 
J.  E.  PoRTLOCK,  Major-General. 
T.  Elwyn,  Colonel. 
J.  E.  Addison,  Lieutenant-Colonel. 


*  Two  officers  of  the  Koyal  Marines  are  permitted  to  avail  themselves  of  the  course 
of  studj  at  the  Staff  College  as  supernumeraries. 
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GENERAL  ORDER.~No.  720. 

Horse  Guards,  S.W., 
6th  December  1858. 
The  subjoined  list  of  the  successful  Candidates  for  admission  to 
the  Staff  College  on  the  1st  February  1859,  with  the  number  of  Marks 
gained  by  each,  and  the  Examination  Numbers  of  those  Avho  were 
unsuccessful,  are  published  with  reference  to  the  last  paragraph  of  the 
General  Order,  dated  3d  June  1858. 


Index 

Number 

B 

Number 

of 

i 

Rank  and  Name. 

Corps. 

Station. 

in  the 

Marks 

Remarks, 

•g 

Examina- 

obtained 

o 

tion. 

by  each. 

1 

Lieut.  B.  Grant 

Ro.val  Eng. 

Jamaica 

10 

2,226 

Passed. 

2 

Capt.W.C.  Xan^le- 

Royal  Artillerj' 

Home 

16 

1,802 

Do. 

3 

Capt.    R.   E.  Whit- 
more. 

Royal  Eng. 

C.G.Hopc 

1,607 

Qualified, but  there 
is  no  vacancy  for 
a  third  officer 
of  the  Ordnance 
Corps. 

4 

Lieut,  and  Adjutant 

50tli  Regiment 

Ceylon 

40 

1,589 

Passed. 

R.  C.  Goff. 

1 

5 

Lieut.  A.  H.  Wavell 

41st  Regiment  '  Jamaica 

3 

1,450 

Do. 

6 

Capt.  H.  J.  WUkin- 

1st  Bat.  9th  Ft.      Home 

j 

23 

1,440 

Do. 

7 

son. 
Lieut.  J.  R.  King    - 

Royal  Artillery 

Malta 

2 

1,317 

QuaUfied.but  there 
is  no  vacancy  for 
a  third  officer 
of  the  Ordnance 
Corps. 

8 

Capt.  H.  F.  Morgan 

28th  Regiment 

Malta 

1 

1,230 

Passed. 

9 

Capt.   A.  S.  Jones, 
V.C. 

18th  Hussars 

Home 

14 

1,197 

Do. 

10 

Capt.  E.  M.  Palliser 

Militarj- Train 

Home 

17 

1,013 

Do. 

11 

Capt.  R.  B.  Stokes  - 

54th  Regiment  |   Bengal 

1 

8i5 

Do. 

— 



W.Indies 

1 

521 

Failed  in  mathe- 
matics. 

__ 

E.Indies 

1  A 

515 

Do. 

— 



Home 

19 

299 

Do. 

Admitted  as  Supeexumeeaey  et  Special  Authoeity. 
—  I  Lieut.  R.  F.  Taylor  -  I  Royal  Marines  j    Home    I         20  756    I  Qualified. 

The  Examination,  Avhicli  was  conducted  by  the  Council  of  Military 
Education,  comprised  mathematics,  military  history,  fortification,  mili- 
tary drawing,  French,  German,  chemistry,  and  geology.  It  Avas  obli- 
gatory on  every  candidate  to  gain  at  least  300  marks  in  mathematics, 
and  75  marks  in  French. 

By  command  of  His  Royal  Highness  the    General  Commanding 
in  Chief. 

G.  A.  Wethekall, 

Adjutaut-Geueial. 


Appendix  VIII. 

Memorandum,  llih  December  1859. 

The  Council  of  Military  Education  has  now  the  honor  of  report- 
ing, for  the  information  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  General  Command- 
ing in  Chief,  the  result  of  the  first  final  examination  held  at  the  Staff 
College  ;  and  it  is  with  much  gratification  that  the  Council  is  enabled 
to  state  that  the  five  officers  who  were  formerly  students  of  the  Senior 
Department,  and  were  permitted,   on  the   change  of  system,  to  cou- 
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tinue  their  studies  until  the  end  of  their  recognized  period  of  residence 
as  students  of  the  Staif  College,  have,  notwithstanding  many  difficulties 
incident  to  their  exceptional  position,  acquitted  themselves  on  the  whole 
so  satisfactorily,  that  the  Council  considers  itself  justified  in  stating  its 
opinion  that  they  may  be  considered  fully  qualified  for  entering  on  the 
final  portion  of  their  military  training  for  staff  situations,  by  being 
attached,  as  already  recommended  by  the  Council,  to  the  Royal  Artillery, 
and  either  the  Cavalry  or  Infantry,  as  the  case  may  require. 

It  will  be  observed  by  the  report  that  Brevet-Major  Gamble  and 
Captain  BranfiU  have  not  obtained  the  qualifying  number  of  marks  m 
mathematics,  but  this  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  sudden  change  in  the  course 
and  mode  of  study  as  compared  with  what  they  had  been  accustomed 
to  in  the  Senior  Department,  and  to  the  time  being  insufficient  to  enable 
them  to  adapt  themselves  to  it. 

Considering  that  several  of  the  other  studies  came  upon  these  officers 
as  new  subjects,  without  that  amount  of  previous  preparation  which  is 
secured  by  the  open  competitive  examinations,  and  that  they  had  only 
one  year  to  make  themselves  acquainted  with  them,  the  Council  cannot 
but  express  its  high  opinion  of  the  zealous  manner  in  which  all  these 
officers  have  devoted  themselves  to  their  studies,  and  of  the  proof  they 
have  given  of  their  intelligence  and  fitness  for  staff  situations  ;  nor  can 
it  refrain  from  pointing  out  the  proficiency  attained  by  Brevet-Major 
Gamble  in  two  eastern  languages,  a  description  of  acquirement  of 
especial  value  at  the  present  time. 

The  Council  of  Military  Education,  after  having  thus  stated  the 
successful  result  of  the  first  year's  study,  cannot  refrain  from  expressing 
its  opinion,  that  in  a  great  measure  it  is  due  to  the  zeal  and  ability  of 
the  commandant  and  professors  of  the  establishment,  who  have  so  well 
superintended  and  conducted  the  respective  branches  of  study,  several 
of  which  were  introduced  for  the  first  time  in  the  College,  and  required 
in  consequence  much  labour  on  the  part  of  the  instructors  in  the  pre- 
paration of  their  lectures  and  course  of  study. 

(Signed)         D.  A.  Cameron,  Major-General,  V.P. 
J.  E.  PoRTLOCK,  Major-General. 
T.  Elwyn.  Colonel, 


Rbsdlt  of  Final  Examination  of  Students  of  the  SxArr  College, 

December  1858. 


Rank  and  Name. 


Capt.  M.  Petrie     - 
Major  Carey 
Capt.  S.  W.  Wilson 
Brevt.-Major  D.  T, 

Gamble. 
Capt.  B.  A.  BranfiU 


Corps. 


14th  Foot 
40th  P'oot 
.55tli  Foot 
4th  Foot 

4th  Dgn.s. 


Number 

of 

Marks 

obtained 

by  each. 


3,280 
2,7.35 
2,65. "5 
2,740 

ii,10f. 


Remarks. 
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Appendix  IX. 
Ex.vMiXERS  for  the  Royal  Military  Academy  for  January  1859. 

Mothematics. — The  Rev.  Charles  Graves,  D.D.,  Erasmus  Professor 
of  Mathematics  in  the  University  of  Dultlin. — The  Rev.  Henry  Moseley, 
M.A.,  F.R.S.,  Canon  of  Bristol,  Mem])er  of  the  Council  of  Military 
Education,  and  Correspond iiip-  Mcmbei- of  the  Institute  of  France  — 
J.  J.  Sylvester.  Esq.,  M.A.  F.R.S.,  Piofessor  of  Mathematics  at  the 
Royal  Militaiy  Academy,  Woolwich, 

Classical  Literature. — Tlie  Rev.  R.  "W.  Browne,  ^NI.A.,  Professor  of 
Classical  Literature  at  King's  College,  London. — The  Rev.  W.  C.  Lake, 
M.A.,  Fellow   and  Tutoi'  of  Balliol   College,  Oxford. 

French  Literature. — TJie  Rev.  Th.  Marzials,  B.D.,  Examiner  of  the 
Council  of  Military  Education. — Max  Miiller,  Esq.,  M.A.,  Christchurch, 
Oxford,  Professor  in  the  Taylor  Institution. 

German  LJferature.  —  Max  Miiller,  Esq.,  jSLA.,  Christ  Church, 
Oxford,  Professor  in  the  Taylor  Institution. 

English  Literature. — A.  II.  Clough,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education,  and  formerly  Fellow  of  Oriel 
College,  Oxford. — G.  W.  Dasent,  Esq.,  D.C.L. 

Experimental  and  Natural  Sciences. — F.  A.  Abel,  Esq.,  Chemist  to 
the  War  Department. — Arthur  Ilenfrey,  Esq.,  F.R.S. ,  Professor  o( 
Botany  at  King's  College,  London. 

Drawing. — Captain  C.  R.  Binney,  Royal  Engineers,  Instructor  in 
Surveying  and  in  Practical  Field  Fortification  at  the  Royal  Military 
Academy,  Woolwich. — Captain  C.  S.  Ilutcliinson,  Royal  Engineers, 
Assistant  Instructor  in  Fortification  at  the  Royal  INIilitary  Academy, 
Woolwich. — James  Bridges,  Esq.,  jMaster  for  L.-uidscape  Drawing  at 
the  Royal  IVIilitnry  Academy.  Woolwicli. 


ExAMiNEKs  under  the  Council  for  1858. 

Mathonatics. — Rev.  J.  W.  Heaviside,  M.A.,  late  Professor  at  Hailey- 
bury  College. 

Classics. — Rev.  N.  Pocock,  M.A.,  late  Michel  Fellow  of  Queen's 
College,  Oxford. 

English  and  /listo)//. — W.  Stebbing,  Esq.,  Fellow  of  Worcester 
College,  Oxford. 

French. — Rev.  Th.  Marzials,  B.D.,  University  of  Paris. 

German.— \l<^'\.  C.  Scholl,  Phil.  Doctor,  M.A.,  Univen>ity  of 
Tubingen. 

Xatinal  Sciences. — W.  Smyth,  Escp,  M.A.,  F.R.S. 

Experimental  Sciences. — Professor  Tyndall,  F.R.S. 

Drawing.—  Cnptain  C.  S.  Hutchinson,  Royal  Engineers. 


Examiners  under  the  Council  foi-  1859. 

Mathematics. — Rev.  J.  W.  Heaviside,  M.A.,  late  Professor  at  Hailey- 
bury  College — rJ.  Todhuntci',  Escj.,  M.A.,  Fellow  of  Si.  John's  College, 
Cambridge. 

Classics. — Rev.  N.  Pocock,  jNI.A.,  late  Michel  Fellow  of  (Queen's 
College.  Oxford. — ]?ev.  G.  Rawlinson,  M.A.,  late  Fellow  aiul  Tutor  of 
Exeter  CoUesre. 


(O 


English  and  Histon/. — G.  W.  Daseuf,  Esq.,  D.C.L. — W.  Stebbing. 
Esq.,  M.A.,  Fellow  of  Worcester  College,  Oxford. 

French. — C.  J.  Sivvoye,  Esq.,  Grcaduateof  the  Universities  of  Heidel- 
berg and  AViirzbiirg,  late  Professor  of  the  College  of  Louis-le-Graiid. 

A.  Elsquiros,  Esq. 

German. — Professor  Max  Miiller,  M.A.,  Christ  Church,  Oxford, 
Professor  in  the  Taylor  Institution. — Rev.  C.  Scholl,  Phil.  Doctor' 
M.  A.,  University  of  Tul)ingen. 

Experimental  Sciences. — Professor  Tyudall,  F.R.S. — F.  A.  Abel 
Esq.,  Chemist  to  the  War  Department. 

Natural  Sciences. — AVarington  Smyth,  Esq.,  M.A.,  F.R.S.,  Govern- 
ment Inspector  of  Mines. — S.  P.  Woodward,  Esq.,  F.G.S.,  Assistant 
in  the  Natural  History  Department,  British  Museum. 

Draicing. — Captain  Scott,  Royal  Engineers,  Assistant  Director, 
Department  of  Field  Instruction,  Chatham. — Rev.  W.  Kingsley,  M.A.^ 
Fellow  of  Sidney  Sussex  College,  Cambridge. 
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